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To the Honourable 

Thomas Winnington Efq; 

Cofferer to His Majefty*s Houfc- 
hold, Recorder of M^'orcefler, and 
Reprcfentative in Parliament for 

' that City. 

SIR, 

IN writing this little Work all 
imaginable Care has been taken 
to avoid flattering any Party, and to 
offend none. It was proper there- 
fore to purfue the fame Plan in this 
Dedication, which encouraged me to 
addrefs it to You in whom all Parties 
delight. 

If 
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D E D I CAT 10 N. 

If Cenfure be that Tax, to which 
none but the Eminent are liabie, Praifc 
is a Tribute which can only be claim- 
ed hy them ; and as it is Sacrilege to 
proftitute it to the Undeferving, it is. 
not lefs impious to refufe it to the 
moft worthy of Mankind. 

All the Virtues which render a Man 
amiable in private Life joined to Elo- 
quence, Publick Spirit and Heroick 
Refolution, the moft fhining Quali- 
ties which can adorn a publick Sta- 
tion are fo confeffedly in the PofTcf- 
fion of Mr. Winningtoni that I look 
upon myfelf to be as fecure from the 
Sulpicion of Flattery in this Addrefs, 
as I am confcious it is remote from 
my Intention. 

latn, SIR, 

Your mofi ohedlenU (^^^ 

WoH devoted humble ServanU 
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PREFACE 



IHAr Defire ivhUb the Publick iif^ 
covers of being thoroughly acquaintid 
the pafi and frefent Situation of the 
Spanifli Weft Indies Jirjl injpired the Au^ 
thor with an Ambition of undertaking this 
tVork. His Aim was to draw within a 
narrow Compafs whatever might contribute 
to give a tolerable View oj the HiJiory\ 
frefent St ate ^ and Nature of the Commerce 
^/i&^Spanifti America. In order to make 
^ tbefe Tubings the plainer^ he thought it ne-> 
ceffary to treat of themfeparately^ having 
obferved that moji of the Books be confult^ 
ed on this Occajion^ were not a little con^^^ 
fufedy through the continual blending of thefe 
SubjeSlSy and in Confequence thereof frequent 

Repetitions^ 
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Repetitions^ nvhicb ferve only to diJlraSl and 
difgujl the Perufer. 

His DeJIgn in giving the Hijlory of the 
Difcovery and Conguejfls of his Catholick 
JMajeJtfs American Dominions^ was tofiew 
the fatal Confcquences of wrong Steps taken 
ct the Beginnings for^ whoever perufes the 

following Pages, will fee that the Errors 
into which the Spaniards fell^ when they 

frji came Jnto the new World, have never 
been amended, hut^ on the contrary, fpread 
to ftich a Degree as to produce thofe Evils 
of which the Court of Spain are much more 

fenfible than capable of affording them any 
Remedy. A Thing which could never have 
been thoroughly underjlood, but for this ne^ 
ceffary IntroduSiion, which fets it and its 
Caufcs in the clearejl Light. 

If ever the Span\{h'MiniJlry fjould be pre-- 
n:ailed upon to take fuch Meafures, as by 
degrees might contribute to put their Affairs 
to rights, they mujl be compelled to it by 
the Difajlers of an unfuccefsful IVar^ which 
would not only point cut the true Method of 
correSling whatever is amifs in the Indies, 
but al/o a£ord an Opportunity of entering 
on the necejfary Regulations, effeSlually, and 
' without Lojs of Time. In Juch a Cafe, the 
Affairs of Spain would foon wear a new 
I* ace, the Credit of the Crown, and the Hap^ 

pinefs 
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pinejl bf the People, nvould be rejlored toge-^ 
tber. 

75&/V, injiead of turning to our Prejudice, 
mujl necejfarily prove our greatefi jidvan^ 
tage^ Jince, of all the Nations in Europe, 
we are mojl capable of doing tbem either 
Good or Hurt. As an Ally^ nve are more 
concerned than any other to proteSl and h 
promote their Interejls, becaufe they never 
can interfere with ours j and in reJpeSl to 
Commerce^ we canfupply their Wants cheapo 
er and more effedlually than any other Na^ 
tion^ and alfo take more of their Goods in 
Return. On the other hand^ if at Variance, 
^e can at any ^ime defeat all their Pro» 
jeSls in Europe, and in a great meafure cut , 
off their Intercourfe with America. 

We may eaftly difcern, that the Influence 
£/* French Councils, can never turn to the ^ 
Advantage of Spain, or make Ifer at all for-- 
midable to us. Whatever contributes to the 
rendering Spain ufeful /(? France, muJl alfo 
contribute to weaken and dijlrefs her. For, 
as- Intrigue and Negotiation ferve the Pur^ 
pcfes of the French, fo they never canferve 
thofe of the Spaniards. Oeconomy at home, 
and Peace abroad^ are what they Jl and in 
need of in order to rejlore^ I may fay to pre^ \ 
ferve, their Monarchy. In "Times of Projpe^^ 
rity they may be, as mojl Nations are^ info^ 

lent "^ 
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[viiij 
lint and ohJllnaU \ buty as Things Jtand.n(yuf^ 
it cannot be long before the wtfe Heads in 
that Nation (and Jure there are Jlill fome 
fucb) mufl di [tern the NeceJJtty ofaSiingfor 
their own Advantage^ and of no longer Jacri^ 
jicing all that is dear and "trainable to Man- 
kind^ to promote the Views of a dcfigning 
Neighbour y or to fatter the Ambition of an 
Italian Princefs. 
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A Concise 



HI St O R Y 



O^ 



SPJNiSH AMERICA. 



C H A P. I. 



Of the Accidents conducing to the Dif> . 
covery of the New ff^orld. ; 

"<^C^t^T is a Point ift which Divines, 

^JipHli,^ Philofophers, and Pol iticians, tina- 

Vfi'i .' p^;.Q nimoufly agree, that Sciences have 

their Seafons, or in other Words; 

that Arts of the greateft Confc- 

quence to Mankind, have, by a Concurrence 

of happy Circumftancesbeen quickly brought 

jto Perfedion in one Age, though little Pro- . 

grefs had been made in them in others. So 

A that 

\ ■■■■■• 
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si ./f Concise History ^ 

that the general Fund of Knowledge poflcfled 
by Mankind increafcs irregularly as well in 
point of Time as Place. For as Science at 
firft travelled from the Eaft, fo in the Courfe 
of Ages, it became a great Point of Knowledge 
to find the Way thither again ; and, as wc 
fhall hereafter fee, a Defire of finding a new 
Rout to the Eaji Indies, firft difcovered to us 
iho^JVeJi. 

In the fifteenth Century many ingenious 
Men, and fome great Princes applied them- 
fclvcs to the Improvement and Encourage- 
ment of Navigation, which had for fome A- 
ges before been too little efteemed, and left, 
generally fpeaking, to Men of mean Educa- 
tion, and barbarous Difpofitions. The Dif^ 
covery of the Canaries^ or rather the retriev- 
ing them, for they were known to the An- 
cients, and fome Voyages had been made to 
them in the thirteenth Century ; but they 
were unaccountably loft again j and therefore 
I fay the Difcovery of them in 14 17, hy John 
de Bethcncourt, a Gentleman of Normandy^ 
in Virtue however of a SpaniJJo Commiflion, 
was one of the firft Fruits of that laudable 
Spirit of incouraging the ufcful and noble 
Art of Navigation, which began now to dif- 
covcr itfelf in various Parts of the World. 

The Canaries are fcven Iflands lying from 
Eaft to Weft, pretty near the Coaft of yJfri^ 
ca, and are the fame which were heretofore 
%lcd the Fortunate IJlands. When I fay 

fcven, 
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SPANISH AMERICA. 3 
fcvcn, I mean that there arc fevcn of prin- 
cipal Note ; for, befidcs thefc, there arc fc* 
veral lefler Iflands which yet have their Com- 
modities, and would be valuable in the Hands 
of any other Pofleflbrs thin the Spaniards. 
The Noife of Bethencourt's Settlement con* 
curring with the adlive Temper of the Infant 
Don Henry^ fourth Son to the then reigning 
King of Portugal^ occafioned various Expe- 
ditions under his Aufpice, in confequence of 
which the Iflands oi Madeira ^nA Porto San^ 
to were dtfcovered and fettled by the Portu* 
guefe. The next Step was the Dilcovcry of 
the Azores y or as the Spaniards call them, 
Azores. Some Flemings had left a Colony 
there in 1447, but Gonfaho Fel/jo fzWing 
from Portugal in 1449, feizcd upon them, 
and fecurcd them for that Crown, to which 
they have belonged ever fince. 

The vaft Advantages alfo which the Por^ 
iuguefe derived from their Commerce with 
the Eaji Indies, the Rout to which by the 
Cape of Good Hope was likewife very lately 
difcovcred, occafioned much Difcourfe in the 
World, and put many quick Wits, andentcr- 
priling Seamen, on aiming at a farther Pro- 
fccution of fuch profitable Adventures. The 
Ufe of the Compafs, which it is faid was in- 
vented by, John GoiaSy a Native of the little 
City of Malfif in the Kingdom of Naples; 
was now thoroughly underftood, and Mari- 
ners were no longer afraid officering without 
A 2 Sight 
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4 '^ Concise History ^ 
Sight of Land. By this Means they, gave a 
greater Opportunity to the Winds and the 
Waves to facilitate their Views by carrying 
them at times out of their intended Courfcs, 
and thereby affording them Occafions of ma- 
king Remarks, which otherwifc they had 
never met with. Thus for Inftancc, a Spa^ 
nip Pilot fleering for a Port in the Weft of 
Ireland^ was by a violent Tempcft driven out 
to Sea fourteen Days, during which Time he 
faw, or fancied he faw, but at a great Dis- 
tance, certain Iflands, which have been fincc 
fuppofed part of America. 

Two Sorts of Indications chiefly fupported 
the Notion which then paflcd current among 
the wifer Navigators, viz. That there was 
yet a confiderable Part of the Univcrfe undif- 
covered. Thefe Indications were firft pofitive 
Aflcrtions found in the Works of the An- 
cients j and fccondly, Fables or Romantic 
Stories which fcemed to be raifed however on 
a Ground of Truth. 

As to the firft, wc willfpeak of them brief- 
ly, becaufe little has been faid, worthy of 
Notice at leaft in our Language. PlatOj in 
two of his Dialogues, mentions the Ifland of 
Atlantis ; and there is yet extant a Defcrip- 
tion of it in Greek Verfe, afcribed to Solorij 
on whofc Credit, indeed, the whole Story de- 
pends, which runs in few Words thus : That 
. ^reat and good Man travelling into Egypt to 
amprovc liis Knowledge, met there with a 

Prieft, 
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SPANISH AMERICA. $ 

Prieft, who entertained him with a Tradition' 
of this fame Jfland, which fecms to be cither 
an Allegory or a Fable. However, the Cu- 
rious may read, and con fidcr it, if they think 
lit, in the Works of this celebrated Author* 
The next Authority is taken from a Book ge- 
nerally attributed to Arifiotle^y wherein it is 
ailed ged, that the Carthaginians difcovered 
beyond the Streights of Gibraltar z certain 
Ifland, large in Extent, fertile in its Soil, and 
full of navigable Rivers at the Diftancc of 
fome Days Sail from the Continent j but it 
feems it was uninhabited. . The fir ft Difco- 
verers fixed there; but the Cartbagimans, 
by an od4 Stroke of Policy, forbad any of 
their Subjedls to fettle there for the future, 
and diflodged thofe who were already planted 
therein. I)iodorus Siculus' gives us a far more 
accurate and probable Account of this Matter, 
defcribing at large this celebrated Ifle, and then 
(hewing why it remained uninhabited. He 
fays the Tyriam would have planted a Co- 
lony thefe, but that the Carthaginians op- 
pofed it for two Reafons, firft, bccaufe they 
were afraid too many of their Citizens would 
incline to tranfport themfclvcsinto this Ifland, 
which might be prejudicial to their Affairs as 
a trading People j fecondly, becaufe they de- 
fired to referve this Ifland as an Afylum, to 
which they might at any time retreat, if op- 
prefled by intolerable Misfortuhes. Many 
Iiave inclined to think this Ifle the biggcfl: of 
A3 th<i 
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6 !/? C O N C I S E H I S T O R Y of 

the Canaries^ which I confefs fcems to me 
improbable for many Reafons j but particu- 
larly, becaufe all the Canaries are but indif- 
ferently provided with Water, whereas in 
this our Author exprclUy fays there were fe- 
veral navigable Rivers. There is a Pafllige ia 
Seneca the Tragedian, which is much to our 
Purpofe, though it is rather a Prophecy than 
a Defcription. It is very fliort, and therefore 
I will give it in the Author's own Words ; 

' nVenient jimm 
Scecida feris^ quibusOceanus 
Vincula Rerum laxety Gf ingens 
Pat eat tellus, Typhifgue novos 
Detegat Orbes ; nee fit terris 
Ultima thule. 

Media, Aft. iii. f 375. 

A Time (hall come, tho' it be late, 
When the proud Ocean (hall abate 
Of its vaft Empire} Men defcry 
Newlfles, new Countries where they lie; 
Nor (hall bleak Thule longer ftand, 
. To us, the laft difcovered Land. 

: There is yet another Pa(rage in an Author 
perhaps more ancient than any of thefe, I 
mean I'heopompuSj a Greek Writer, of whofe 
Works there remain now only fome Frag- 
. ments, and amongft them this relating to a 
new World, wherein are two great Cities, one 
inhabited by Warriors, and another by Pietifts. 
The whole is vifibly an Allegory, and there-- 

fore 
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SPJHISH AME ^ICA. 7 

fore all that wc can conclude from the Sum 
of thefc Authorities taken together is this, 
that fome of the wifeft of the Ancients thought 
there might pofllbly be a large Proportion of 
the World undifcovcrcd in their Time, and 
therefore made Choice of it, as a proper Scene 
wherein to lay Schemes of fuch G)mmon- 
wealths as exifted only in their Fancies. In 
fliort, they dreamt of a new World, and have 
left us fome broken Account of thefe Dreams. 
I conie next to the Fables, or rather Ro* 
mantic Stories which might be fuppofcd to 
indicate that there was a great Part of the ha- 
bitable World' undifcovcrcd ; and of thefc I 
/liall mention but three, though I could ea- 
fily have enlarged the Number. The firft of 
thefe is the Expedition of Madoc Prince of 
Wales^ who is fuppofed to have been the firft 
Difcoverer of America j he flourifhed in the 
twelfth Century, and was the Son of Owen 
Guyneth^ Prince of North P/ales. His Bro- 
thers raifing a Civil War about the Divifion 
of his Father's Dominions, he chofe rather to 
go to Sea with a few of his Friends, and fcek 
out new Habitations, than run the Ha?* 
zard of what might happen in the Iflue of 
this Difpute. Accordingly about the Year 
1 170, fleering due Weft, and leaving Ireland 
on the North, he came to an unknown Coun- 
try, where he fettled a Colony, and return- 
ing thence into Wales^ carried a fccond Sup- 
ply of People, but was never heard of more. 
A 4 That 
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1^ '^A Concise History g/^ 
That the Country he went to was really At 
tncrica^ is more, I think, than can be tho- 

; roughly orovcd 5 but that this Tale was in- 
vented after the Difcovery of that Country, 
on purpofe to fet up a prior Title, is moil 
certainly falfe. Meredith ap Rbefc^ who died 
in 1477, and was a famous IFelJb Poet, com- 
pofcd an Ode in Honour of this Madoc^ 
• wherein was contained an Account of his 
Difcoveries. Now as this was feveral Years 
before Columbus made his firft Voyage, we 
may be fure that this was really a Britijh 
> Tradition, and no Tale of late Invention. 

William of Newberry tells us a ftrangc 
Story of two green Children, a Boy and a 
Girl, which in the Time of King Stephen 

' were found in a Field, and who aflerted that 
they came from the Land of St. Martin. The 
Story is indeed a wild one, and but indiffe- 
rently told. But notvvithftanding all this, it 
is a cleUr Proof that our Anceftors had fomc 
confufcd Notions of the Poffibility of difcb-^ 
vering fome far diftanc Continent, which is all 
that from hence I attempt to prove. But the 
clcareft and moft intelligible Report of an- 
other World, which preceded the Difcovery 
of America^ was the Tale of the Ifland of 
the fcven Churches, which in brief was this: 
Certain Portugucfs Sailors having been driven 
in a fmall Bark ieveral Days to Sea, reported 
on their Return, that they had been on Shore 
in a certain Iflandj^ the Inhabitants of whJcU 

were 
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SPANISH AMERICA. ^ 

were Chriftians { dcfccndcd ' from the Sfani^ 
ards, who flying from their Country on the 
firft Invafion of the Moors^ hzd difcovcrcd 
this I lie and planted it. Thck P or tugueze 
were compelled to put again to Sea, in or- 
der to recover the Land they talk*d of, from 
which Time they were never heard of j but 
the Story continued to be much talk'd of, and 
by the Vulgar believed. ' 

C H A P. II. 

Of the Di/covery of America fy Columbus, 
^ and of a prior Tifle t beret o, which might 
« be claimed by the Englifli. 

THOUGH the Opinion mentioned ia 
the former Chapter, had paflcd current 
in the Mouths of Men for many Years, yet 
we do not find that any Perfon undertook, 
by probable Arguments, to prove that there 
really was another Continent, and that a Paf- 
fage from this to that was prafticable before 
the famous Cbrijlopher Columbus^ who began 
and pcrfedted his Difcovcry in a very ftiort 
Space of Time. 

This excellent Perfon was, by Birth, a Ge^ 
nocze^ but of what Family we are ignorant, 
though feveral noble Ones in Italy y lay Claim 
to him, but with what Right, his Son Don 
Ferdinando knew not how to determine 5 
how then (hould we ? He addifted himfelf; 

Jfroi^ 
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10 \^ Concise History^ 
from his Youth, to the Study of Navigation, 
and to the Prafticc of it j for he went/ 
while a Boy, to Sea, where he ferved under 
an Admiral of his own Name, who was a 
celebrated Corfair, and afterwards failed in a 
Merchant Ships to almoft all Parts of the 
known World. In all Prpbability, he took 
the firft Hint of his Difcovery from the 
common Opinion, that another World ther^ 
was; but if he did, that dctrafts nothing 
from his Merit, fince the advancing Argu- 
ments in Proof of this, and ftriking out the 
Means of difcovering it, were entirely the 
EfFedls of his own Sagacity. 

To run through all the Reafons which this 
great Man alledged in Support of his Judg- 
ment, would take up too much Room, it 
fliall therefore fuffice that we obferve, that 
he concluded right from falfe Premifes, and 
by the Happinefs of his Genius, ftruck out 
this important Truth from a Suppofitioi^ 
which was abfolutely falfe. Having long 
corifidered the Form of this Terraqueous 
Globe, he became at length perfuaded that 
the Indies^ which the Portuguefe had lately 
difcovered in the Eajl^ was no other than a 
great Continent, balancing thofe Parts of the 
Univerfe already known 5 and therefore he 
conceived that thofe who failed Eaft, muft 
come to their Weft Coaftsj and that confe- 
qucntly, by failing Weft, it was as pradli- 
cable to reach their Eaftern Shores. Which 

Suppo- 
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Suppofition of his was the Caufe that he 
called the Iflands he difcovcrcd the IVeJi In^ 
dies. He brought his Notions into Order 
about the Year 1480, when he propofcd go- 
ing on this Difcovery to the State of Genoa^ 
which Projedt of his was rcjciftcd. He next 
offered it to the King of Portugal^ in whcfe 
Dominions he had refided fome Years. Com- 
miffioners were appointed to treat with him, 
who, when by provoking with Objections, 
they had drawn out of him all they could, 
advifed the King to fit out a Veffcl, and to 
fend it to try if the thing was practicable, 
whereby they meant to voh Columbus^ both 
of the Honour and Advantage refulting from 
the Difcovery. The Dcfign mifcarried, 
through the Want of Courage and Conduit 
in the Perfons employed ; but Columbus find- 
ing out the Trick, was exceedingly incenfed, 
fo that though the King of Portugal v^o\x\A 
have treated with him a fecond Time, being 
himfelf a better Judge of fuch Projedls than 
any other Prince of his Age, yet he declined 
it, and refolved to apply elfcwhere. 

This was in 1487. In the fame Year, 
having fully inflrudtcd his Brother, Bartbo^ 
lomciOy in his intended ProjciSt, he fent him 
into England^ with Direftions to apply him- 
felf to Henry VII, who was reputed one o£ 
the wifcft Monarchs in Chriftendom, in 
Hopes that he would embrace a Propofal 
manifeftly tending to his Profit; and in tho 

mean 
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mean time he prepared himfelf to go into 
Spain^ on the fame Accouat. Bartholomew 
Columbus was fo unfortunate as jto fall into 
the Hands of Pyratcs, who dripped him of 
all he had. On his coming into England in 
this poor Condition, he fell ill of a Fever, 
and when he recovered from that, he fpent 
fooic Time in making Maps, and felling 
fhem, before he put himfelf into fuch an 
Equipage as enabled him to addrefs himfelf 
to the King. This how.evcr. he did in 1488, 
was well received, and a<ftually entered into 
Argument with that. Prince, in the Name, 
and on the Behalf of his Brother, feveral 
Years before he clofed with their Catholic 
Majeftics, as his Son tells us in his Life. By 
Virtue of this Agreement, it fliould feem 
that our Title to the new World is prior to 
that of Spain^ This is arguing in their own 
Way I and if they plead the adlual.Difco- 
very of the Iflands in bar to us, I flnll here- 
after {hew, that we may plead the fame 
thing, with Rcfpeft to the Continent, againft 
them. Bqt the Bufinefs is now to profecute, 
in few Words, the Story of Columbus. 

He follicitcd for feveral Years, and in Spight 
pf repeated Difappointments, their Catholic 
Majefties Ferdinand 2sA IJabella. At laft 
being on the very Point of departing, in or- 
der. to carry his Scheme into Fr/7w^, Queen 
JJabel^ a Princefs of great Wifdom and Cou- 
rage, fent for him back, and agreed with hin:\ 
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pn his own Terms, which were pretty round 
ones, and fuch as difcovered the Confidence 
he had of fuccccding in his Dcfign. . He 
made this Agreement foon after the taking of 
the City of Granada^ whereby the Moors 
were driven out of Spain^ part of which 
they had poflefled 770 ;Ycars, fo that two of 
the mod fortunate Events which ever hap- 
pened to the Spanijh Monarchy, fell out the 
fame Year. 

Columbus was furnifhed with three Car* 
vels, and a hundred and twenty Men at Pa^ 
los de Moguere. Martin Pinfon was Pilot 
of one, Francis Pinfon of another, and jD/- 
tus Pinfon' of the third, all three Brothers, 
and departed the third of Augufl 1492. They 
came to the Ifland of Gomera^ one of the 
Canaries f where they refrelhed : From thence 
lie failed thirty-four Days Weft without fee- 
ing Land, infomuch that his Company mur- 
mured, and contrived his Death; but he fa- 
tisfied them with good Words and Promifcs ; 
at laft he fpied a thick Cloud, which proved 
Land, on the eleventh of OStober^ whereat 
they all rejoyccd, thanked God, and kifled 
Columbus's Hands. The firft Land they fell 
in with was called Guinaya^ one of the 
Iflands of Lucaios j from thence he went to 
Hifpaniola^ then called Haitu^ where the 
Admiral's Ship was loft, but all the Men and 
Furniture faved. 

The 
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The Indians fled from them, all but one 
Woman, whom they took and cloathcd, and 
ufcd courteoufly, and let her go agjlin ; which 
did fo much imbolden the Indians^ that they 
reforted to the Spaniards^ and helped them 
to unlade their Ship that was loft, and did 
them other Services ; and with the Good- 
will of the King, they built a Caftle of 
Wood, and left thirty-eight Spaniards in it 
under a Captain ; and this was the firft foot- 
ing the Spaniards had in the Indies. Co^ 
lumbtts took ten Parrots, fome Turkeys, and 
other Things the Land afforded, and returned 
to Palos in Spain^ in fifty Days. The King 
and Queen were at Barcelona when Colum^ 
bus arrived, whither he went with his ///- 
dianSy and other Rarities, the third of jlpril^ 
a Year after he departed from thence. 
■ At his coming to the King the Indians 
were baptized, the King, Queen, and Prince 
being prefcnt, who were their Godfathers 
and Godmother. They caufcd Columbus 
to fit by them, which was never done to any 
Subjcdt. They confirmed the Privilege of 
the Tenths, and gave him the Title of Ad- 
miral of the Indies y and to his Brother Bar^ 
tbolcmcwy that of Adelantado. The Queen 
favoured this iDifcovery more than the King, 
and would not for a while, let any Arrogo^ 
nians go to the Indies without Licence. The 
King rewarded many of Columbus's Com- 
pany ; but the Mariner who firft difcovcred 
• . the 
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the Land, not being recompenfed to his Con- 
tent, fled into Barbary^ where he turned 
Turk. 

The Indians confeflcd to CobtmbuSy that 
there were many Prophecies amongftthem, 
that they (hculd be fubdued by white Men 
with Beards, with Apparel on their Backs, 
with bright Swords that (hould cleave a Man 
infunder, and fhould girt their Swords to 
their Sides, 

Columbus in his fecond Voyage had fevcn- 
teen Ships, and one thoufand two hundred 
Men, Mares, Sheep, Cows, and Corn to 
fow. The firft Land he fell in with was 
the Ifland of Defcada\ and coming to Hif^ 
paniola^ he found his thirty-eight Spaniards 
llain, through their own Fault, for injuring 
the Indians. He built a Town, and in Ho- 
nour of the Queen, called it Ifabella. And 
at this time began the Spaniards and Column- 
bus to difagree. 

There never was perhaps a Man better 
qualified for the great Defigns he undertook, 
th^Lti Cbrijlopher Columbus i but the Gravity 
of his Behaviour, and the fevere Difciplinc 
he maintained while it was in his Power, 
raifed him Enemies amongft a mutinous, li- 
centious Crew J and thefe Difputes occafion*d 
Appeals from both Parties to Spain, where- 
upon one Francis Bobadilla was fcnt over to 
enquire into thefe Matters, and to do JuiVicc 
according to the Light in which Tilings 

fhould 
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fhould appear to him. This Man to gratify. 
a Bifliop who had taken fomc Pique to Co- 
lutnbm^ caufed the Admiral tobafcized, to- 
gether with his Brethrenj put them in Irons, 
and fcnt them in that Condition into Spain. 

They arrived at Cadiz on the 25 th of Uo^ 
member ^ 1500 \ and as foon as their Catho- 
lic Majcftics were informed of the Treat- 
rnent the Admiral had met with, they or- 
dered him to be fet at Liberty, exprefling 
great Concern for his Sufferings, efpecially 
the Queen, who was his very fincere Friend, 
but it was a good while before he could pro- 
cure a new Governor to be fcnt to Hifpa^ 
fiiohy which at laft however he did. When 
he had carried this Point, he follicited Leave 
to make a fourth Voyage for Difcoveries, which 
"with much ado he obtained. It was in this 
his laft going into the Wejl Indies, that he 
firft faw the Continent, lying fome time at 
Anchor at the BaJiinieMos : This was in 1502. 
jSome farther Difcoveries he made on the fame 
Coaft ; but before he could thoroughly inforni 
himfelf of the State of the Country he was 
obliged to alter his Courfe, and fteer for H//- 
faniola. Some time he remained there, but 
at length new Difputcs and Diforders rifing, 
he refolved to return back into Spain^ in or- 
der to give their Majefties the beft Account he 
,could of thofe Parts, that this Difcovery 
might be made as advantagious to them as 
pofiible. 

It 
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It was towards the latter End of the Year 
1504, that he came for the lad Time into 
Sj^ain^ where the firft News he met with 
was that of the Death of Qoccn IJabella^ 
which ftruck him to the Heart, infomuch 
that his Health apparently declined thence- 
forward. He did not, however, fail to apply 
himfelf to the Court, where he met with 
very indifferent Ufage j for though he was 
treated with great Rcfpedt, and had many 
fair Words given him, yet the Senfe he had 
of the King's Coldnefs, and of the Ingrati- 
tude of the Spanip Courtiers, made fuch an 
Impreffion upon him, as, after a few Months 
lUnefs, broke his Heart. This happened oni 
the 20th of May^ 1506, at Valladolid. As 
fooni as the Court was informed of his Death, 
Orders were given for his being buried with 
the utmoft Pomp and Splendor. But the 
Admiral himfelf had given fome Dire<5tions 
concerning his Interment, which ferved to 
perpetuate the Memory of his ill Treatment ; 
for he ordered the Irons which he had worn 
to be put into his Coffin with him. His 
Epitaph devifed, as fome Hiftorians fay, by 
King Ferdinand himfelf, fuitcd the Dignity 
of the Pcrfon, and the Service he had render 'd 
the Spanijh Nation. It confifts only of two 
Lines: ... * . . 

Per Caflilla, y por Leon, 
Nuevo Mundo hallo Colon. 
Cajlile and Leon to Columbus owe 
Th^itffyrldf hisWifdom only could beftow* 
B , , To 
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CHAP. in. 

Of Other Difcoveries made in the Life^time 
^Columbus, particularly tbofe by John 
Cabot. 

THE Report of the many and great Ad- 
vantages accruing to Spain from the 
mighty Difcoveries made by Columbus^ raifed 
an carneft Defirc in other great Princes, to 
make fome Experiments in the fame kind. 
Among the reft, King Henry VII, of Eng-^ 
land^ who, as I before obferved, had firft ac- 
cepted the Propofal of CohmbuSy though the 
Author himfelf knew not fo much, having 
ilill In his Dominions a Foreigner of a bold 
cnterprizing Genius, and withal well verfed 
in Navigation, refolved to employ him with- 
out Lofs of Time, th^t, if poffible, his Sub- 
jefls might (hare in the Wealth of the new 
Indies. This Foreigner was John Cabot^ by 
Birth a Venetian^ who obtained his Letters 
Patent to himfelf and his three Sons, for 
making Difcoveries in any Part of the World. 
Thefe bore date the 5th of Marcby 1496, 
being the eleventh Year of that King's 
Reign. 

Immediately after obtaining thefe, he failed 
from Brijloli and in the Month of June^ 

H97, 
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1497, slipcovered Newfoundland^ failing af- 
terwards along the Coaft of America to F/?- 
n'dai and may therefore be juftly reputed 
the firft Finder of the Continent in thofc 
Parts. If therefore there be any Ground of 
Title, as the Spaniards pretend, from the firft 
Difcovery, though Pofleflion be not taken, 
then have we a better Title to the main Land 
of America than they: But if fettling and 
improving give a Right, then ours is full as 
good as theirs. 

In 1498 Americus Vefputius^ a Florentine^- 
but failing with a Spanijh Commii&on, made 
Ibme Difcoveries in the JVeJi Indies. From 
him America received its Name, though, as 
moft Writers agree, very unjuftly, fince it is 
certain he was not the firft Difcoverer ; and 
many have doubted whether he difcovered 
any thing at all ; but he was a Man of great 
Addrefs, and knew better how to glofs his 
Aftions than any who had gone before him. 
After this he made another Voyage in the 
Service of Spain, but on his Return he dc- 
ferted this, as before he did his Country's 
Service, and entered into that of the King of 
Portugal, for whom he went alfo twice into 
the fame Part of the World. There is a 
ftrong Spirit of Rancour apparent in moft 
of our modern Writers againft this Man, 
wherein perhaps they may be fomcwhat in- 
fluenced by the Reports of the Spanrjh Wri- 
ters, who very poflibly may have fome Pre- 

B a judicc 
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judicc beyond what hitherto has been fufpcc- 
ted, on Account of his leaving them to ferve 
the Portugueze. Yet this is certain, that he 
cannot, with any Propriety, be flyled the 
Difcoverer of America ; though by his firft 
publifhing his Voyages, he found Means to 
give it his Name. 

In 1 500 ^ Peter Alvarez Capralis^ Admi- 
ral of a Fleet for Emanuel King of Por* 
tugal^ fleering to the Eaft Indies^ was by a 
Storm carried on the Coaft of Brazil^ which 
he firft difcover'd, and which has fincc prov'd 
of fuch infinite Benefit to his Nation. From 
hence one might be inclined to believe, that 
if Columbus had not gone exprefly -in fearch 
of the new World eight Years before, Chance, 
or, to fpeak more in the Dialeft of the Chrif- 
tian. Providence would have opened a Paf- 
fage thither now. 

The PinfOfiSf and others who had accom- 
panied the Admiral Columbus in his Voyages, 
did alfo make feme Difcoveries at their own 
Expencc, by Virtue of Commiffions given 
them by King Ferdinand. But two Caufes 
cfpecially hindered the Progrefs that might 
otherwife have been expedled from the Dili- 
gence of the Spaniards in thefe Parts. The 
firit was the Avarice of the Spanijh Govern- 
ment, which meafuring the Capacity and 
Worth of Adventures, barely by the Returns 
of Wealth they fent into Spain^ they were 
thereby led to aft fo rapacioufly, as frequently 
: to 
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to hazardi for the Sake of a little Gold, the 
Pofleflion of whole Countries full of Com- 
modities of great Value. Secondly, The Di- 
fiance they were at from Spain^ and the Ne- 
ceflity there was of trufting fevcral Com- 
manders with independant Commiflions, oc- 
cafioned not only numberlefs Mutinies, but 
infpired the Spanip Officers with fuch a Spi- 
rit of Cruelty againft the native Indians^ as 
tended to the depopulating of thofe Coun- 
tries, and thereby rendering them far lefs be* 
neficial than otherwifc they would have been. - 

C H A P. IV. • 

Of the principal Difcoveries made by the 
Spaniards, after the Death of Co\Mmh\xs. 

THE main Caufe which retarded thole 
Difcoveries which might otherwifc 
have been made in the new World, was the 
Temper of King Ferdinand. He valued 
himfelf extremely on his political Knowledge, 
which inclined him to fhew a great deal of 
Refpeft, but at the fame time to give very- 
little Encouragement to Columbus. He was ' 
jealous of the Authority which that great 
Man had obtained in Virtue of the Agree- 
ment made with him, when he firft fliiled in 
fcarch of the Indies^ and this feems to be the 
true Reafon why he rather thwarted thaa : 
encouraged the Admiral's making any farther 

R3 Difco- 
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Difcovcries in the latter Part of his Life. 
This appears more probable from the King^s 
Condudt after his Deceafe ; for he then rea- 
dily granted Commiflions for new Difcove-t 
ries, and treated all fuch as made them very 
favourably. 

The only Part of the Continent, which. 
Columbus ever faw, was ih&l/lhmus ofDarien; 
and he died in a full Perfwafion that this was 
the fame Continent with the Eajl Indies. 
The Natives helped to confirm him in his 
Miftake, by their Reports ; for whatever . 
Queftions he afked, they anfwered in the 
affirmative, from a foolifli Defire of flatter- 
ing their new Mafl:ers. But when the Ad- 
miral was once dead, nobody pretended to 
make Difcoveries, by Rule or Reafon, but 
by Chance, and as Reports led them; and 
this though it fometimes had happy Confc- 
quences, yet it frequently drew them into 
vaft Inconvcniencies ; for not knowing how 
to proportion their Forces to the Exploits 
upon which they went, the SpaniJI^ Captains 
very frequently loft the greateft Part of their 
Men by War and Sicknefs, and inftead of 
inriching, brought themfelves to ruin. 

Some Adventurers fettled themfelves . in 
Darien ; and amongft them there was one . 
Bafco Nunez de Bal&oa, a Man only confi- 
derable for his great Parts and high Spirit ; 
for as to his Fortune, it was intirely wafted, - 
by having been engaged in a former Defign 

of 
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of difcovcring, which came to nothing. Thofc 
with whom he was now embarked, were alfo 
brought to the Brink of Ruin, when by his 
Advice they were faved, and by repeated Adts 
of Courage and Conduft, brought into a 
profperous Condition. The Perfon who had 
the King's Authority was very unfit for the 
Employment he enjoyed. The People faw 
this, and that Nunez was much more capa- 
ble of commanding. Their Wiflies concur- 
ring with his Ambition, he affumed the fu- 
preme Authority j and from a private Man, 
became Commander in chief, by mere dint 
of Merit. 

His Conduft in Power confirmed thofc 
who had raifcd him to it in their Hopes ; for 
by ading juftly and honourably towards the 
Indian Chiefs, he eftabliftied a folid Reputa- 
tion, and procured fuch Intelligence as proved 
highly advantageous. By the Advice of one 
of thefe Indian Princes, he made a very 
troublcfome March through the Mountains, 
till on the 25th of September^ I5^3> ^^ dif- 
covered, what no European had ever k^n be- 
fore, the South Seas I and had an imperfe<£l 
Account of the great Empire of Peru. This 
opened a new Field for Difcoveries, and was 
in itfelf a much greater Exploit than any of 
his Countrymen hitherto had undertaken; 
But the Indians who raifed his Hopes by re- 
porting prodigious Things of the Wealth of 
the great Kingdom, as they called it, at the 
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fame time embarrafTed him not a little by 
their pofitivc Aflertions, that the Inhabitants 
of this Country were a numerous and war* 
like People ; that they had great VefTcls like 
thofe of the Spaniards ; and that it was in 
vain for them to think of the Conqueft of 
fuch a Country with the Handful of Men un- 
der his Command. 

Upon this Pafco de Nunezy though a Man 
of daring Courage, refolved to attempt no- 
thing till fuch Time as he received a Com- 
niiflion, and a Reinforcement from Spaifty in 
order to which, he, and the People who were 
with him, made choice of two Agents to be 
fcnt home. Unluckily for them, the News 
of their depofing the King's Officer had reach- 
ed Spaiuy and the King always jealous of his 
Authority, had immediately named one Pe^ 
ter AriaSy Governor in thofe Parts, and dif- 
patched him thither with a confiderable Force, 
However, on the coming of thcfe Agents 
we have before-^mentioned, and their bringing 
with them a great Quantity of Gold on the 
King's Account, Ferdinand feemed to forget 
what was part, and fent Bafco de Nunez a 
Commiflion, appointing him AdelantadOy ot 
liieutcnant of the South SeaSy which how- 
ever was far from anfwering the Purpofe for 
which it was granted. 

On the firft Arrival of Peter AriaSy Bafco 
de Nunez paid him all imaginable Refpeft 5 
t?Vt very quickly perceiving that the Governor, 

cycced-* 
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exceedingly difliked him, he no longer made 
his Court to him, bu.t on the contrary, be- 
came an open Malecontent. This naturally 
produced bad Confequenccs, the rather, be- 
caufe the new Governor, though a very brave 
and a very enterprifing Man, was very far 
from being fortunate, through his Want of 
Knowledge of the Country, and his not ca- 
ring to aflc the Advice of fuch as had been 
longer there. 

Amongft the reft of the Spaniards^ who 
came over with the new Governor, there was 
a Biftiop, a Man of great Parts, and of no 
Icfs Piety. He reprefented to Bajco de Nunez 
the Folly and Wickednefs of inflaming the 
People againft their Governor ; and, on the 
other hand, he took pains to fhew Peter A- 
rias his Error in ncgleding the Adelantado^ 
whofe Succefs before his Arrival had procu- 
red the Province the Title of Cajiilla delOro^ 
or Golden Cajlile j whereas, fince his Arrival, 
the Spaniards had acquired neither Fame nor 
Riches. By the Perfuafionsof this Prelate, a 
Reconciliation was brought about. Real on 
the Side of Bafco de Nunez, but feigned only 
by Peter Art as f who intended nothing more ^ 
than to gain thereby an Opportunity of de- 
ftroying Nunez^ whom he declared his Son- 
in-Law, contrafting him to the Lady Mary^ 
his only Daughter, who was as yet in Spain^ 
but who, as he pjetcnded, was to come in 
the next Ships, 

Not 
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' Not long after this Reconciliation, Peter 
ie Arias fcnt Bafco Nunez with three hun- 
dred Men to make Dlfcoveries in the South 
: Seas. He refolved to do nothing rafhly, and 
therefore fixed in that Part of the Country 
where Panama has been fince built, where 
/ he caufed great Quantities of Wood to be cut 
down, intending to make Veflels of feveral 
kinds, that he might not be diflrefTed in land- 
, ing, or if he was obliged to keep long at Sea. 
The Confidence all Men had in his Conduft 
made Things go on chearfuUy, and great Ex- 
pcdtations were formed of the Succefs of his 
Voyage, when all on a fudden he was recall- 
ed to Darien^ where upon a Charge of trea- 
fonable Exprefiions, fupported by falfc Wit- 
ncffcs, Peter Arias^ after a formal Trial, 
caufed his Head to be ftruck off, thereby rid- 
ding himfelf of a Rival, though at the fame 
time he blafted the Hopes, and broke the Spi- 
rits of his People. 

The Illand of Si. Juan de Puerto Rico. 
fomctimes though corruptly called Borriquen^ 
had been difcovcred by Columbus^ but it was 
firft fettled by John Ponce de Leon^ a Spa^ 
nijij Gentleman, of fome Courage, and great 
Fortune. This was fo early as in the Year 
1509, but it was fome Years before it was 
thoroughly fubdued and inhabited. Confide- 
rablc Quantities of Gold were extraded out 
of the Streams of two of its Rivers 5 and 
hnce de Leon having by this means acquired 
■ ■ \ a very 
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a very large Eftate, upon' his being removed 
from the Government of the Ifland, refolvcd 
to go upon new Difcovcrics. His Reputation, 
as a prudent Commander, and his known 
Generofity, procured him many Followers; 
fo that he was quickly in a Condition to exe- 
cute his Defign. 

It was in the Beginning of the Year 15 12, 
that he failed from Puerto Rico, and after a 
good deal of hard Weather, lie at laft ap- 
proached the Continent, where he went on 
Shore, and took Poflcffion of it, calling it 
Florida ; but whether, as fome fay, from its 
beautiful Appearance in the Spring Scafon of 
the Year, or becaufe he landed in Eajier-^ 
Weeky which Feftival the Spaniards call 
Pa/qua de Flores^ is uncertain. However, 
he was but a bare Difcoverer, or at moft he 
took a. nominal Pofl'cflion of the Country ; 
for the Natives being a brave, and well-arm- 
ed People, forced him to rcimbarkhis Forces, 
and to return to Puerto Rico, without being 
able to make any Settlement upon the Con- 
tinent. Many Years afterwards Ferdinand de 
Soto undertook the Conqueil of Florida, with 
a much greater Force, but after ftruggling 
for five Years with many Difficulties, the 
Spaniards were once again obliged to aban- ' 
don theDefign. 

Tucatan was difcovered in 15 17, by Her* 
nandez de Cordova, a very gallant Man, who 
had a hundred Soldiers under his Command ; 

he 
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he attempted to have taken Pofleflion of at 
leaft that Part of the Country where he land- 
ed ; but the Indians aflcmbling in great Num- 
bers, vigoroufly oppofcd him ; fo that at 
length he was conftrained to abandon his De- 
fign, and to return again to Cuba^ having 
fifty of his Men wounded in an Engagement,- 
wherein he himfelf alfo, is reported by fomc 
Authors, to have been hurt in thirty-three 
Places. Francis "de Monteyo^ with five hun- 
dred Spaniards^ went over to the fame Coun- 
try, and with fome Difficulty at firft fettled 
there, by degrees cultivating a Fricndfliip 
with the Natives, they made themfclves very 
cafy, and intermarrying with them, began to 
take up their Cudoms, and fo lived in Eafe 
and Plenty, without thinking any more of 
Coriquefts, or the Toils of War. Indeed this 
Van of America has been always better peo- 
pled by the Natives than any other, in confe- 
qucncc of which, the Spaniards have been 
forced to behave better there tlian in other 
Places, and to ufc their Power with greater 
Mildncfs than is natural to that haughty Na- 
tion. 
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'■■■'- CHAP. V. 

• ■ . . .^ r ■ . 

Of tbi Conquejl of Mexico, by Don Ferdi- 
nand Cortez. 

THE narrow Compafs in which it is 
dcfigned to bring the hiftorical Part of 
this Work, will not allow us to enter mi- 
nutely into the Detail of this great Conque- 
ror's Exploits 5 but for all this We cannot 
help entertaining the Reader with a concifc 
Charadter of the moft illuftrious Perfon after 
the Admiral Columbus^ who diftinguiflied 
himfelf in thcfc Parts of the World. This 
wc fhall the ratlier do, becaufe many of our 
Englip Authors have reported various Falfc- 
hoods concerning him, 

Ferdinand Cortez was born at Medellm, a 
fmall Town of EJlramadura in Spain in the 
Year. 1485 ; his Father^s Name was Martin 
Cortez de Monroy^i his Mother's, Catberina 
Pizarro Altamarino^ both noble, though not 
in extraordinary Circumftances. They found 
a good deal of Difficulty in bringing up this 
Son of theirs, who was of a very weak and 
tender Conftitution, till he reached the Age of 
fourteen Years. He then grew ftrong and 
healthy, which induced his Parents to fend 
him to Salamanca, to purfue his Studies, in* 
tending, that when he grew up he fliould 
have applied himfelf to the Law, But tlii's 

not 
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not fuiting at all with his Inclinations, he 
quickly left the ( Jnivfcrfity, and returned home. 
Some fliort Time after he rcfolycd to pafs 
over into Ital)\ in order to fcrve under the 
Command of- Gon^aho de Cordova^ who is 
better known by his Title of the Great Cap-* 
tain. But a very feverc quartan Ague obli- 
ged the young Cortez to lay afidc this Defign, 
and when he was thoroughly recovered from' 
this Diftemper, his Father procured him Let- 
ters of Recommendation to Nicholas de O- 
bandoy Governor of Hifpaniola^ a very wor- 
thy Pcrfon, and a Native alfo of the Province 
of EJiramadura. 

In the Year 1504 he embarked at Se'oil^ on 
board a Veflel commanded by Alonzo ^in^ 
tero, who with four other Veflels failed for 
the Indies. Through the Obftinacy and In- 
difcretion of the Captain, they had but a Very 
indifferent Paflage, in which, however, Cor^^ 
tez gave fignal Proofs of all thofe fhining 
Qualities, by which he became afterwards fo 
much diftinguiflied. On his Arrival in Hif- 
paniola^ he was very kindly received, and 
had a Place given him, in which he conti- 
nued a Year or two. He was at this Time 
about twenty Years of Age, extremely hand- 
fome in his Perfon, affable in his Behaviour, 
and amiable in his Manners. He had a great 
Facility in fpeaking without afFeding Elo- 
quence ; he was very prudent, and yet quick 
in bis Refolutions, and ready in the Execu- 
tion 
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tioii of them; lie had a wonderful Prefencc^ 
and no lefs Steadinefs of Mind ; a Courage 
equally capable of bearing, and of undertaki- 
ing all things 5 a generous Contempt of Mo- 
ney, and an earneft Dcfirc of obliging all 
without expecting any Return. 

A juft Senfc of his great Abilities engaged 
"James Velafquez^ on his being made Go-»' 
vernor of Cuba^ to make Choice of Cortex 
for his Secretary. He had not been long in 
Cuba before he fell into a very great Misfor- 
tune, It feems the Governor was a little ar- 
bitrary, which created fuch Difcontents in 
the Ifland, that feveral very confiderable Per- 
ibns caufed a Memorial to be drawn up, con- 
taining a Charge of Male Adminiftration a- 
gainft him, and employed Cortex^ in con- 
jun<5tion with Andrew de Duero^ a very dif^ 
creet Perfon, and one of the moft confidera- 
ble Men in the Colony, to go over with him 
into Hifpaniola^ where at that Time there 
were Judges of Appeals arrived from Spain. 
But Velajquez having Notice of this Defign> 
found means to apprehend Cortez^vfith whom 
he was To much offended, that he was on the 
Point of hanging him. At laft, through the < 
Perfuafioaofhis Friends, he contented him- 
felf with caufing Cortez to be put in Irons, 
and to be fent on board a Bark ready to fail 
for Hifpaniola. In the Night the Prifoncr 
found means to get off his Irons; and though 
he had not learned to fwim, he had the Cou- 
rage 
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rage to throw himfclf into the Sea with a 
Log of Wood in his Arms 5 unluckily for 
him, it was then ebb, fo that he .was carried 
out to Sea a League beyond the Sliip : The 
Flood, however, brought him back and threw 
him on Shore, but fo tired and bruifed, that 
he was once on the Point of quitting his Log, 
and fufFering himfelf to be drowned. As foon 
as he recovered Strength enough to be able to 
walk, he went and hid himfelf in an adjacent 
Grove till it was dark, and then he crept into 

* a Church, where he took Sanctuary. 

He continued there for fome time, till an 
amorous Adventure brought upon him a frefli 
Misfortune. Hard by the Church there lived 
one "^obn XuareZy who had a very handfomc 
Sifter ; Cortez was extrertiely fmitten with 
her, and as he went one Day to pay his Ad- 
drefles to her, as (he flood at a Window, an 
Officer of Juftice came behind him, catchcd 
him up in his Arms, ^and carried him to Pri- 
fon. The Magiftrates, defirous of pleafing 
the Governor, pafled a very fevere Sentence on 
him. But James Felafquez, who was natu- 

^ rally a Man of great Humanity, mitigated it 
firft, and then fet him at Liberty, refufing 
however to take him again into his Service, 
which reduced Cortez to very great Wants. 
In this low Condition he married Catherina 
XuareZi when he fcarce knew how to main- 
tain cither himfelf or her. Their Condition 
was very little mended when flie was brought 

to 
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to Bed of a Son» to whom» at his Rcqueft, 
the Governor Vchfquez flood God-father. 
By degrees he recovered that Gentleman^s 
Favour, who gave him an Eftatc in the 
Country, and a certain Number of Indiant 
for Servants. From this Beginning he quick- 
ly grew rich, and which is more extraordi- 
nary, gained fuch an Afccndant over the 
Governor, that when he had equipped at his 
own Expence a very large Fleet, in order to 
make Difcoverics on the Coaft of the Conti- 
nent, he gave the Command of it to this Fer^ 
dinand Cortez. 

An Accident happened, when he was al- 
moft ready to depart, which had well nigh 
baffled all his Hopes, arid brought him once 
more into Diftrefs. As Felafquez and Cortez 
were one Day viewing the Fleet, a Fool which 
the former kept cried out, Mafter Governor, 
if you fend away Cortez with this Fleet, you 
muft fend another to look after him. This 
ftruck P^dafquez fo much, that he had 
Thoughts of changing his Admiral 5 but 
Cortez being a Man of deep Penetration, he 
no fooner difcovered this, than he refolved to 
fail without taking Leave or expcdling Or- 
ders; and this bold Defign he fuddenly and 
fuccefsfuUy put in Exccuion, being exceed- 
ingly beloved by all the Soldiers and Sailors 
who were employed in this Expedition. 

Arriving at Vera Cruz^ and receiving there 

Information of the vaft Wealth of the King 
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of Mexico^ he fct forward towards him on 
the 1 6th oi Augujl 1520, with five hundred 
Foot, fifteen Horfc, and one tboufand three 
hundred Indians to carry the Baggage. After 
four Days March he came to a goodly Coun- 
try, called Cbincbecas ; but before he came 
thither he had pafled high Hills, full of Snow 
and Ice, though it was in Aiiguji. 

Next he came to I'lafcalla^ inhabited by a 
People who were Enemies to the Mexicans. 
Cortez overthrew them in three Confli<5ts ; the 
Town had twenty thoufand Houfes very fair, 
, and handfome Markets and Fairs; Cortez 
took it by Night, and returned to his Camp, 
where he found his Men in Mutiny ; but ap- 
peafcd them by wife and mild Exhortations, 
doing all he could to infpirethem with Piety, 
and to form no Ideas of conquering but out 
of hope they Ihould fpread abroad the Gofpel 
of Chrijl. From thence he went to Cbalo* 
tccany a Country nb lefs fruitful 5 where he 
was entertained with their kind of Mufickj 
but they were fet on by the King of Mexico to 
betray him, which was difcovered by an /;/- 
dian Woman \ and Cortez^ to fccure himfelf, 
and revenge their Treachery, fuddenly fet 
upon them, and overcame them. The King 
of Mexico fcntto excufe himfelf of thisTrca- 
ibn, and to lay it upon the People of the 
Country: He likewifcfent to invite Cortez to 
Mexico^ and as he pafled the Country he was - 
well entertained, efpecially in Tlatelulco and 
, Xalifco, 
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Jtalifco^ the one Friend, the other Enemy to 
the Mexicans, 

" When Cortez came within half a Mile of 
Montezuma^ the King fent & thoufand Cour« 
tiers, all in one Garb, to meet him, who fa* 
luted him one after another, firft touching the 
Ground with their Fingers, and kiffing it^ 
Then came Montezumay with two hundred 
better apparalled,twoand two together, with- 
out Shoes, though they ufe Shoes at other 
Times 5 he leaned upon two of his Nobility, 
CO (hew that he was upheld by his Nobles. 
Cortez was told he mufl not touch the King, 
for that it was the Cuftom of the Country : 
He prefentcd the King with a Chain of Bugles, 
and fome Diamonds in it ; which the King 
took in good Part, and gave him in requital 
another of Gold wrought in Snails, Crabs, and 
fuch Toys. He lodged Cortez in his Palace 
with great Solemnity, and made liberal Pro- 
vifion for his Army. The King erefted d 
curious Throne of State, where he diredled 
his Speech to the Spaniards as-follows : 

Noble Soldiers, and merciful Captains to 
them that yield, you are welcome into this 
Country of ours ; I would have you know 
that our Forefathers have told us,* and our 
Chronicles declare it, that we are not anci- 
ently of this Land wherein we live, but 
brought hither by a King, who left us here 
becaufe we refufcd to return with him in 
Company. Qur Forefathers married, had 

C 2 Ifluc, 
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Iflue, built Houfes which wc enjoy ; and wc 
have ever been of Opinion, that they will 
.come to us again, and make us Subjcdls to 
them, as they have formerly bccii to our An- 
ccftors. And therefore confidcring from 
whence you come, and that you are fent from 
a great King^ we yield to you all Obedience 
•and Service, and make Account you are en- 
tered into your own Houfes. I am not igno- 
rant of what hath happened to you by the 
Way, and that the Cimpoalans have fpokcn 
ill of me J they are my Enemies, and I pray 
you believe them not; I know they tell you 
my Houfes and Walls are Gold, and that I 
make myfclf a God; but I pray you behold 
my Houfes that are made of Wood, Lime and 
Stone, and myfclf a flcflily Man like others. 
Indeed I have Plate from my Anceftors, and 
what I have fliall be yours. I muft.now de- 
part, but will fo provide that neither you nor 
yours fliall want. v 

Cortez anfwered, that what he faid was 
true, and that the King of Spain was the King 
'^ they looked for ; and that he was fent thi- 
ther purpofely to let them know fo much. 
After they had paflcd fix Days in great Jollity, 
Cortez had News that fome of his Men were 
murdered by the King's Apointment; for 
which he was glad, thinking to take that Oc- 
cafion to fubdue and conquer him and his 
Country. Cortez fent for the Malefadlors, 
and put them to Death; they accufed Mon^ 

tezuma. 
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tezuma^ whom likewife he impriloned/ but 
within a while after he fct him at Libcrtv ; 
he confefTcd his Fault, and promifcd liis 
Allegiance ever after. 

The King chofc rather to dwell in the Pa- 
lace with Cortex^ than at Pleafure abroad. To 
give him Satisfadion, he fent to difcover Mines 
for him, and procured a great Quantity of 
Wealth to prcfent him j he wiflied and ad- 
vifed his Nobles to obey Cortex^ and laboured 
how he might fubduc Cacomacjin^ his Vaflal, 
who wholly refufed to fubmit to Cortez. 
This Adl of his was affirmed by public No- 
taries in Writing, by the Confent of all the 
Nobility, and interchangeably given to each 
another. 

Valafquez^ the Governor of Ctt^^, envying 
Cortex^ fent Narvaes with eighteen Sail of 
Ships, and a proportionable Body of Forces 
and Ammunition to command, and, in cafe 
of P^efufal, to compel Cortez to go out and 
quit Mexico ; at which Cortez was amazed, 
and in a Dilemma 5 for, if he made Head a- 
gainft Narvaes^ the Indians would prefently 
have revolted ; and if he did not, Narvaes 
would in time poflefs himfelf of the Country; 
wherefore he refolved with one hundred and 
feventy Men to go againft Narvaes^ leaving 
a Garrifon in Tenujiilan^ which he com- 
mended to the Care of the King. Narvaes 
had eight hundred Spaniards^ and nineteen 
great Pieces of Cannon •, neverthelefs, Cortez 
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fct upon, took him, and the reft yielded 
tbcmfelves, being better inclined to their new 
than to their old Commander. , 

In this Interim, the Citizens oi Tenujlilan 
revolted againft the King and Spaniards^ and 
afliulted the Caftlc, alledging, their Diflike 
to the Spaniards was for breaking down their. 
Idol \ but in truth they laid hold of this at a 
proper Scafon for recovering their Liberty. 

Cortex haftencd thither with fcventy Horfe, 
and five hundred Spaniards^ which gave Heart 
to them in the Caftle 5 the Indians were dcC* 
perate, and dcfircd rather to die than live; 
they put Cortex to a Retreat, which embol- 
dcn'd them much, and endangered the Spa^ 
niards more. 

Cortex afterwards ufcd many Engines, and 
other Inventions ; and though he flew Multi- 
tudes of Indians^ yet they, becaufe of their 
Numbers, valued it not. Montezuma look- 
ing out of a Window, thinking to difluade. 
the People from their violent Courfes againft . 
the Spaniards^ was ft ruck with a Stone, of 
which Wound Jie died within three Days. 
He was a Man of a good Nature, wife and 
prudent. The Spaniards gave the Mexicans 
his Body to bury, and offered the Indians 
Conditions of Peace, which they wholly re- 
fufcd, vowing to thruft the Spaniards out of 
their Country, though it were with the Lofs 
of a thou fond Men to one. Yet within a Day 
they deceitfully made a Propofition of Peace, , 
' . which 
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which Cortez accepted of 5 and, to give them 
the more Content, he fet a Pricft of theirs at 
Liberty, thinking it would have wrought 
more heartily ; but the Day following, when 
Cortez had the leaft Sufpicion of them, and 
fat quietly at Dinner, they attempted one of 
his Houfes; whereupon he fuddenly rofefrom 
Table, and with his Horfc charged the In^ 
dians^ where he loft diverfe Men, and was 
himfelf forely wounded, and fcarce able to re- 
tire. It was now come to that pafs with the 
Spaniardsy that they muft either pcrifh or quit 
the City j and that Night they refolved to .fly 
with Montezuma s Children, and Treafurc; 
but the Indians having Notice of it, purfued 
them, recovered the Prifoners, flew one hun- 
dred and fifty Spaniards^ forty one Horfes, 
and two thoufand Indians that took their Part. 
Now did Cortez endure great Mifery and Fa- 
mine, and had but one dead Horfe to feed on 
in five Days, till he came to Tlafcalla. 
' The Tlafcallans entertained him courteouf- 
ly, where he ftaid ten Days ; he built many 
Fortrefles for his own Safety and theirs, and 
fent for Aid into Hifpaniola : In the mean 
time he gained the Love of many Indians, 
who took part againft the Mexicans. Cortez 
built thirteen Boats ; and on the other Side, 
the new King of Mexico prepared for War, 
and made certain Pikes to annoy the Horfc, 
which they feared more than the Men. Cor^ 
tez cut a Paflfage into the Salt Lake, for his 
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Boats to have a Pafiagc to the Siege of TV- 
nuflitlan: Thcfe Ships intercepted all Pro- 
vifions, and annoyed the Indians infinitely. 
Cortez aflailed the Town in four Places, ha- 
ving in his Army one hundred and twenty 
thoufand Mcnj feme came for Fear, fome 
for Liberty, fome for Friendfhip, fome out 
of Gain, This Siege lafted ten Weeks, and 
wafted ten thoufand Men with Famine and 
other Misfortunes. Cortez^ by Chance, took 
the new King as he was ftcaling away fecret- 
ly by the Lake: He fubdued Tinufiitlan^ and 
fouit en Towns by theLake.Side; asalfoall 
the Mexicans Realms and Provinces, to the 
Crown of Spain^ giving great Spoil to the 
Soldiers, ai?d relerving tlie Fifths to the 
King. 

There arc fcarce any Circumftanccs which 
can be thought of capable of raifing the Re- 
putation of a Conqueror, which are not 
to be found in the Story of Cortez. He owed 
his Authority entirely to his Merit, and, which 
is wonderful, he kept it by the fame Means, 
not only in Spight of his powerful Enemies 
in the Indies and Spain^ but alfo notwith- 
ftanding many Conlpiracies againft his Per- 
ibn, and fevcral very dangerous Seditions 
aniongft his Troops. He performed thefe 
mighty Things, with a very inconfiderable 
Body of Men. At the taking the City of 
MfxicOf which happened on the 13th of 
^//^;//?, 152 1, he h;id but nine hundred Sp/i^ 
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nijfj Foot, eighty Horfc, and fcvcntccn fmall 
Pieces of Cannon. Indeed the Indians who 
fided with him were, as wc faid before, very . 
numerous. His Conduct towards this Na- 
tion was fuch as gained the Reverence and 
AfFcftion } fo that it may be faid his Pcrfonal 
Accompliftiments were of as great Ufe in ac- 
quiring this Country to Spain^ as a large 
Army. Notwithftanding he was fo great a 
Statcfman, and fo able a General, yet he ne- 
ver did any thing inconfiftent with the Rules 
of Honour, or unbecoming that Piety which 
he fhewed in all his Adions. He was ex- 
tremely loyal to his Prince, grateful and bc- 
nificent to his Friends, juft, and generous to 
all. Yet he wanted not many Enemies, en- 
vious alike of his Merit and his Fortune, 
and who therefore took abundance of Pains 
to prejudice the Emperor Charles V. againft 
him. 

In the Year 1528 Cortez found it conve- 
nient to return into Spain^ in order to juftify 
his Condudt againft his Enemies. The Em- 
peror Charles V. received him- with great 
Refpeft, gave him the whole Vale of Atrifco^ 
with the Towns and Villages therein, con- 
ferred on him the Title of Marquis of the 
Vale of Guaxaca ; and to complete his Fa- 
vours, procured him a very honourable Mar- 
riage. The next Year he returned to Mexico^ 
with his Lady, but with a very limited Com- 
miffion, which turned more to the Difadvan- 

tagc 
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tagc of the Spanijh Government, than to the 
private Lofs of the Marquifs, vrho was fo 
much beloved and cftcemed in that Part of 
the World, as to ftand in no Need of Autho- 
rity to procure him Refped. 

He was fome Time afterwards Captain- 
General, Mendo^a being Viceroy of the Pro- 
vince, at which Time there happened many 
private Grudges between them, but yet they 
joined together for the finding out of the Paf- 
fage from thofe Seas to ours, which we pro^ 
perly call the North Weft Pajfage ; as alfo in 
the Conqucft of Sibola and ^avera, vvhere 
they were perfwadcd by certain Friars, that 
the People worfliippcd the Crofs, and had 
other Tokens of Chriflianity j but all proved 
falfe, and few Spaniards returned home, their 
Mifery was fo great, and the Country fo cold 
and barren, the People cruel, and five hun- 
dred Leagues from Mexico. Cortex^ after 
his taking Mexico^ fent to difcover the Nor- 
thern Parts, and his People arrived in a 
Country where Ticoantipe Cician Pipe was 
King, who received them lovingly, and fent 
an Ambaflfador to Cortez^ thinking he was 
come out of the Clouds, and that their Vef- 
fds were great Whales. They wondered at 
their Horfes, and accepted a Friendly Peace, 
offering Cortez fifty thoufand Men to afiift 
in conquering I'utepec^ who was his Enemy 
for ufing the Chriftians well. 

Some 
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• Some new Troubles that he met with in 
relation to his Difcoveries, wherein the Vice- 
roy interfered, inclined him in the Year 1542, 
to make a fecond Voyage into Spain^ whero 
he was received with as much Honour, and 
yet obtained as little Satisfaction as before. . 
To fpcak impartially, the Emperor had con- 
ceived a kind of Jealoufy, that if Corfez was 
rewarded according to his Merit, he would 
become too formidable for a Subjedl. The 
Marquis was a Man of too much Senfe and 
Penetration, not to difcern the Judgment 
which was formed of him at Court, when 
he had rcfided there but a little while. He 
was however too wife, and too much aMan 
of Honour to think that any Miftakes made 
by his Prince could cancel any Part of the 
Duty he owed him : For this Reafon he ap- 
plied himfelf more afliduoufly than ever to 
merit the Emperor's AfFedlions. He attended 
him in the dangerous and difaflerous Expe- 
dition againft Algiers^ and notwithftanding 
all his former Services, had fo low a Com- 
miffion as to be without a Voice in theCoun-^ 
oil of War. Being unhorfed in a Charge 
he made againft the Infidels, he is faid to 
have loft in the Field two Emeralds of im- 
menfe Value. 

After his Return to Spain from that Expe- 
dition, he affedled to lead a quiet and retired 
Life, employing moft of his Time in the 
Inftruftion of his Children, of whom he had 

many. 
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many, both legitimate and illegitimate. His 
fecond Wife was the Daughter of the Count 
oi jiguilar^ by whom he had- a Son, who 
fuccecdcd him in his Titles, and fome of 
whofe Defcendants arc fl:ill living. As for 
the great Cortez himfelf, he died at a Village 
near Seville^ called Caftillcja de la Cuejia^ on 
the fecond of December 1554, in the 63d 
Year of Age 1 but his Corps, by his own 
Dirciftion, was carried into New Spain. 

CHAP. VI. 

l*be History of the Conquejl of Peru, and 
the Dijlurbances which followed thereon. 

IT has been already fliewn how Bafco de 
Nunez, gave the firft Notice of this Coun- 
try to the Spaniards, and opened a Paflagc 
to the South-Seas. After his Death Peter de 
jirias^ made many Attempts to profecutc 
that Difcovery to very little Purpofc ; for his 
Pride and Cruelty was fo great, that he was 
univcrfally hated, which was the Occafion 
of his mifcarrying in almoft every Thing he 
undertook. It was other wife with Francis 
Pizarro, though his Circumftances were but 
very indifferent, when he firft applied him- 
felf to make Difcovcries. 

As to his Family there is little to be faid ; 
for though fome Writers affirm his Father 
was a Nobleman, yet, even thefc agree, that 

his 
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bis Birth was fpurious, which is the more 
probable, bccaufc the Time thereof is not 
certainly known. He. came into the Indies 
at lead as early as Cortez^ but did not rife fb 
quickly into Reputation, being able to make 
no Figure in the World, till he raifcd a 
Stock of Wealth and Reputation, of his own, 
which though done with all the Expeditioa 
he could, took up for all that fome Years. 
, The Beginning of his great Defigns hap- 
pened thus: Pizarro and Diego de Almagro^ 
being at Panama^ were defirous, like other 
Undertakers, to try their Skill, and employ 
their Fortunes in Difcovcrics. Almagro be- 
ing rich, drew to him one Ferdinand Luque^ 
a Schoolmafter and Prieft of that Town, who 
was likewife wealthy ; and all three under- 
took a Difcovery, with a Vow, by which they 
folemnly promifed each unto the other, equal- 
ly to divide the Profit that {hould accrue. It 
was determined amongfl them, that Pizarro 
fliould undertake the Conqueft ; Almago go 
and come with all Ncceflaries to relieve them, 
and Luque to make Proviflon for Supplies: 
This happened in the Year 1525. The firfl; 
Voyage that Pizarro made, was with one 
Ship, and one hundred and fourteen Men: 
He failed one hundred Leagues ; and went 
afliore feveral Times, where he found fliarp 
Encounters, loft fome of his Men, and was 
himfelf hurt in feveral Places, which forced 

him 
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him to return to Cbincama^ not far from Pa-- 
iiama^ repenting of his Enterprize« 

Almagro^ who ftaycd behind .P/2?jrr^, to 
fupply him as you have heard, went after 
him with feventy Men, and came to the Ri- 
ver of 5/. John ; and finding no Sign of P/- 
zarro*% being there returned ; but at his going 
back he landed at fome Places, where he 
found Pizarro had been, and where he was 
hurt, Almagro flew and hurt fcveral Men, 
and returned to Panama^ thinking Pizarro 
had done the like ; but underfianding that he 
was at Cbincama^ he went to him, and by 
Confcnt, furniflicd two Ships, and carried, to 
recruit his Forces, two hiynAxtA Spaniards 
and fome Indians. They arrived at a marftiy 
and watcrifli Place, where the People live in 
Trees. They are warlike, and their Coun- 
try capable of Defence, which they flood, 
and killed many Spaniards^ ftiewing an im- 
placable Averfion tbwards them, defpifed 
their Prefents, infulted their Meflengers, and 
called them the Scum of the Sea^ having no 
Fathers ; and faid they would have none in 
their Country that had Beards, or that would 
break their Cuftoms.' 

Pizarro and Almagro had a great Defirc 
to conquer that Country, becaufc of the 
Shew the Inhabitants maac of Gold and pre- 
cious Stones ; but could not do it with that 
fmall Force, becaufc many of them were 
fick and weak, and not a few were dead. 

Almagro 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



. SPANISH AMERICA. 47 

Almagto returned to Panama for fouricore 
Men more ; but before his coming back, Pl^ 
zarro indurcd great Want of Visuals, Upon 
Almagro's Return, they found their Forces 
fo fmall, the Country fo barren and unhealthy 
ful, that they left it, and went Chatama^ 
where they found Plenty of all Things, and 
thought to make themfclves fo rich, that they 
needed not to proceed farther \ but they were 
deceived, for the Indians were their Enemies, 
and fo many that they durft not fight them, 
Almagro was to go back for more Men to 
Panama^ and Pizarro to ftay in the liland 
of Guara. 

The Spaniards were fo weak and tired, 
and fo difcontented, that they defined to re- 
tire with Almagro^ and to leave their Hopes 
of Gold ; but Pizarro would not fufFcr them 
either to go or write, left they (hould have 
difcreditcd the Country ; and fo Almagr$ 
would have got no Soldiers; but notwith- 
ftanding this Prohibition, the Soldiers writ, 
and hid their Letters in Bottoms of Thread, 
by which Means their Miferies came to be 
known, and complained of to the Governor, 
who commanded that no Man (hould ftay 
with Pizarfo againft his Will. , At Alma^ 
gro'% coming to Panama^ one Pedro de la 
Rios was arrived for Governor, who pro- 
claimed, That no Man ftiould ftay with P/- 
zarro againft his liking, and fcnt a Meflcnger 
to Pizarro to let him know fo much. Where- 
upon 
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upon mod of his Men deft him, and thofe 
that Almagro took up, run away from him j 
fo that Pizarro had but twelve Men left with 
him, whereof one was a Gr^r/j«. He went 
to an Ifland called Gorgena^ where he lived 
upon Snakes, Herbs and Crab-Fiflies, till 
Almagro's Return from Panama \ and then 
he went over to the main Land, and put the 
Greek afhorc who brought him News of the 
Riches of that Country, and the Plenty of 
ViftualSjWith the State of theirKing At aba U ha ^ 
whkh was Matter of great Joy to them all ; 
for the South-Sea was the Fountain of their 
Wealth and Happinefs, being by far the richeft 
of all their Difcoverics. 

Pizarro hereupon returned to Panama^ 
and from thence into Spain^ to carry the Em- 
peror News of this rich Country, of which 
he defired the Government. He alfo left 
two Spaniards behind him to learn the Lan- 
guage, Cuftoms, and Riches of the Country, 
but they were afterwards flain by the Indians. 
Pizarro was above three Years upon this 
Difcovery of Peru^ and endured as much 
Hunger, and other Miferies as Man could 
do ; but having much Courage and Conftancy 
fupported all with Alacrity. 

Arriving at Panama^ Pizarro imparted 
the Hope of his Difcoveries to his Aflbciates, 
who though they were grown low and poor, 
yet had Credit enough to borrow a thoufand 
Pieces of Gold to defray the Expences of his 

Voyage 
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Voyage to Spain. On his Arrival thcrc^ the 
Fropofals he made were readily entertained, 
and the Emperor gave him the Title of AJe^ 
lantado of Peru \ but as to Ships or Men, 
he furnifh'd them with none. To procure 
thcfe, Pizarro fpoke in very ftrong Terms 
of the Riches of the Country he had difco- 
vered, which drew to him a fufficicnt Num- 
ber of Adventurers, whom he imbarked with- 
out Delay. He carried with him to the Li Jies 
three of his Brethren, Ferdinand^ John^ and 
Gonfalo. Ferdinand only legitimate, the 
others Baftards. They arriv'd in Panama in 
great Pomp and Pride \ but Almagro was of- 
fended with Francis Pizarro^ bccaufc he had 
taken upon himfclf all the Honour in Spain^ 
and excluded him, who was at all the Ex- 
pence, and Part of the Labour and Fains. 
Pizarro excufcd himfclf the beft *he could, 
which gave however but little Satisfaction. 

The Expence of the Pizarro's was fo great, 
and their Stock fo fmall, that they could not 
proceed upon their Enterprize without the 
Help of Almagro^ whom Francis Pizarro 
laboured to win to a Partnership again. la 
Conclufion, by Mediation of Friends, Al-^ 
tnagro furniftied him with feven hundred 
Pieces of Eight,, and fuch Arms and Viduals 
as he had; fo that Pizarro proceeded with 
two Ships, and as many Men as he could 
carry in them. He came to a Place called 
Coaque^ where he found much ' Wealth j but 
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in making himfelf mailer of it, endured great 
Mifery. From hence he fcnt to King Ata^ 
baliba for a League and his Perfonal Friend* 
(hip 5 who anfwered if he would return the 
Wealth he had gotten, and clear the Coun- 
try of his Forces, he would be his Friend, 
or clfe not: A Friar was fent to perfwadc 
him, but all in vain, fo they came to a Bat- 
tie. Many of the Indians were flain, and 
their King taken Prifoner, and not a SpdnU 
ard killed or hurt, but only Francis Pizarro^ 
in the Head, as he was fnatching at the King 
to take him. 

Before this Pizarro took the Ifland of 
Puna^ and gained great Wealth, which he 
gave to his Soldiers that came to him lately. 
Here his People fell fick of the Pox, a na- 
tural Difeafe of thofe Parts; and here he de- 
livered feventy Prifoners ^hat had been taken 
by the Iflanders, and fcnt them all to Tum^ 
bes^ whence they were. Notwithftanding this 
Courtefy, they incenfed the People againft 
the Spaniards^ and flew three that Were fent 
in a civil Manner to treat v^rith them; which 
fo inraged Pizarro^ that he took their Town, 
and chaftifmg them feverely, brought them 
to Obedience. 

Thefe Things happened before the taking 
of Atabaliba Prifoner, who now being in 
their Hands, offered for his Ranfom, as much 
Silver and Gold, as would fill a high and 
fpacious Room,, wherein he was, which he 
^ truly 
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truly performed ; but the Time was fo long 
before it could be brought two hundred Miles, 
that Ferdinand Pizarro adventured to go for 
it, and in that Journey he learnt jnuch of the 
Secrets of the Country. Francis Pizarrro 
divided the Treafure thus gotten, and gave 
to every Man his due ; never any Soldiers iij 
the World were fo rich. He dealt juflly 
with Almagro^ and gave him what was his 
due : All Things grew exceeding dear, or ra- 
ther worth much Money; a Shirt was fold 
at ten Pounds, a Quart of Wine at five Pounds, 
and one thoufand two hundred and fifty 
Pounds was the Price of a Horfe. Pizarro 
fent his Brother Ferdinand to the Emperor, 
with his Fifths, and a Relation of what had 
happened. Many common Soldiers went, 
who carried fome twenty, fome thirty, fomc 
forty thoufand Ducats in Plate, as die Re- 
ward of their Fatigues, 

There was an Indian call'd Philips a Chrif- 
tian, and Interpreter to the Spaniards^ who 
fell in love witli one of Atabali6a*s Wives, and 
thinking to marry her after his Death, ac- 
cufed him of plotting the Deftrudtion of the 
Spaniards, for which he was condemned and 
executed, but whether juftly or not, is a Quef- 
tion« Before his Death he defired to be bap- 
tized, but whether from his Heart or not, 
is alfo uncertain. Pizarro hearing the Fame 
of Cufco^ marched thither and took it, where 
he found as much Wealth as he had gotten 
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bv'thc Ranfom of jitabaliba \ and it fe 
thontiht tlicre was as much hid that never 
came to Light, though no Pains 'were fparcd 
in fearching. 

Alnwgro hnd Commiflion from the Em- 
peror to be MarlTial of Feru^ and Governor . 
of one hundred Leagues of Land further than 
PizarrOy or beyond the Bounds of his Go- 
vernment. Whereupon he took upon him to 
govern Cu/co^ and this was the firft Begin- 
ning of the Strife betwixt them two, but for 
the prefent their Jnrrs were accommodated; 
and Mmagro went to difcover the Country 
of Chili in 1535, where he endured much 
Hunger, Cold, and other Difafters. Ferdi^ 
nand Pizarro returned out oi Spain and came 
to L;W, after Almagro's Departure to Cbili^ 
and brought a Patent to his Brother, wherein 
he was made a Marquis, and to Almagro a 
Patent for the Government of New Toledo. 

He required all the Silver and Gold that 
was received for the Ranfom of Atabaliba 
for the Emperor, the other being a King; 
but the Soldiers anfwered they had paid their 
Fifths, which was their Duty. This caufed a 
fuddcn Mutiny; but Pizarro appeafcd it, 
though with the Ill-will of the Soldiers. 
MangOy whom Pizarro had made King, re- 
»belled againft him, and had almoft taken 
Citfco. In the Confliift he flew divers Spa^ 
niards. Almagro hearing the Emperor had 
made him Governor, as aforefaid, returned 
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out of Chilly and took Cufco by Force, al- 
lodging it was in his Government. He im- 
prisoned Ferdinatid Pizarro : Mango^ the ///- 
dian King bcfiegcd it, and now began, or 
revived the old Broils betwixt Almagro tind 
Pizarro ; and now did Francifco Pizarro re- 
ceive many Lofles by the Indians that rebelled 
againft him. Pizarro fent Forces to regain 
Cufco from Almagro^ but by Mediation of ' 
Friends they were to meet and confult before 
they fought, but to little Purpofc; for that 
Treaty broke off, and they fought a mod 
cruel Battle, in which Almagro was taken, 
and put into the fame Prifon into \Vhich he 
had put the Brother of Pizarro^ who, being 
now atLiberty, there condemned and executed 
him. If the Indians had taken Advantage of 
this Divifion, they had defeated the whole 
Power of the Spaniards. 

Almagro was of mean Birth, and it was 
never known who was his Father ; he could 
not read, but was valiant, finccre, merciful, 
and withal fomewhat haughty and vain-glo- 
rious. Francis Pizarro^ upon this Accident 
fent his Brother Ferdinand into Spain with 
the Emperor^s Fifths, and to excufc the 
Death of Almagro. He came to Vallado^ 
lid in great State, and with much Wealth ; 
but within a While after was committed to 
Prifon. Francis Pizarro went on with his 
Expedition, wherein he experienced. Variety 
pf Fortune, fometimes gaining great Vidto^ 
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rics, and at others endured great Hardfhips \ 
yet he prevailed in the End, and got great 
Wealth, and made Peace with 'the Indian 
Kings. Gonfalo Pizarro was likewife a prin- 
cipal Man in all thcfe Undertakings, 

Francis Pizarro returning from Lima^ 
or, as the Spanijh Authors call it, the City 
of the Kings, endeavoured to be reconciled 
to Diego de Almagro^ Son to him that was 
put to Death | but he would accept of no 
Conditions of Friendftiip ; neither would 
^Jobn de Rada advifc him to it, who was left 
m Charge of him at his Father^s Death, with 
Command to feek Revenge of the Pizarros ; 
and though Francis Pizarro was ftill informed 
of the Prafticc againfl: him, yet he little 
efleemed it ; but notwithdanding his Secu- 
rity, on the 24th of June 1541, John de 
Rada, and ten others, entered upon him 
whilft he was at Dinner, and flew him. He 
was a Man neither liberal nor covetous, nor 
would he proclaim what he gave ; he was a 
good Huftjand for the King, and a great Game- 
ftcr, not regarding with whom he played: 
He would never wear rich Apparel, and yet 
fometimes would put on a Garment that Fer* 
dinando Cortez fent him: He took a Pride to 
wear white Shoes, and a white Hat, in Imi^ 
tation of Gonfalo the Great Captain. He 
ufed his Soldiers well, and thereby as he got, 
fo he kept their AfFcftions 5 he was debonair, 
Valiant, and honourable, which made him 
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incapable of Safpicion, and negligent of hi^ 
Health or Life. Upon bis Death, his and 
Almagro*% Fadlion had many Bickerings; 
and at laft thofe piAlmagro's Party feditioufly 
proclaimed there was no other Governor in 
Peru^ but Diego de Almagro. He appointed 
^obn de Rada Jiis General ; they committed 
many Infolencies» Murders, and Cruelties ; 
they feized and divided all the Goods of the 
Pizarros and their Friends among their Dc- 
fcendents, and placed whom they lifted in 
Command, meaning to make Diego de Al- 
magro their King. 

The Emperor hearing of thofe Tumults 
in Peru^ fent one Faca de Cajiro^ a Doftor, 
with Authority to puni(h them ; and he com- 
ing thither, thofe who flood firm for the Em- 
peror repaired to him ; whereupon Almagro 
prepared to maintain himfelf by Force, and 
marched immediately with all his Troops to 
meet him, where they fought a cruel Batde, 
in which Almagro was overthrown ; though 
more Men were flain on the other Side ; few 
Captains efcaped, and thofe that were hurt, 
died by Reafpn of the great Froft and Snow 
that was in the Country. Faca de Cajiro 
condemned and executed thirty of the prin- 
cipal Offenders, and banifhed divers others ; 
Almagro fled to Cufco^ thinking to find Re- 
lief, but his Lieutenant he left there, hearing 
the Succefs which the Viceroy had in the Bat- 
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tic, apprehended him, and Vacd de Cajlro 
at his coming thither cut off his Head. 

This Diego deAlmagro was a Baftard, whom 
his Father had by an Indian Woman in Fa^ 
nama \ but he was braver than the Mejlizos 
ufcd to be 5 he was the firft that ever took up 
Arms againft. the King in the Indies \ his 
Followers were fo loving andconftantto him, 
that though they had often Offers of Pardon, 
they would not leave him. Vaca de Cojlro 
fettled things in good Order, gave the Indians 
Content, who now began again to cultivate 
their Grounds, which before they could not 
do for the Wars ; and about this Time many 
Mines were difcovcred. 

The Emperor being informed of the Re* 
volts in Teru^ and the ill Ufage of the Indians^ 
he difplaced his Commiffioners there, and 
chofe others, giving them an Oath to deal 
juftly, and to order things uprightly. He 
made forty Laws, and figned them at Barce^ 
Una the aoth o^ November 1542. Butthefc 
* Laws were ill taken in Peru. They were cer- 
tainly well intended, and very agreeable to the 
Rules of natural Juflicc and Equity, but in 
the Situation things were in, by no means ex- 
pedient to be publiflied in Peru^ where things 
grew daily worfe and worfe; befides, Blajco 
Nunez Fe/a, who was appointed Viceroy in 
1544, and who had Diredlions to fee thefe 
Laws put in Execution, was a Man no way 
'qualified for his Employment On his Arri- 
val 
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val he caufcd his Prcdcccflbr, who was a much 
wifcr Man than himfclf, to be imprifoncd, 
and behaved in every Refpeft fo feverely, 
that he gained no Friends, though he provo- 
ked many to become his Enemies. Three of 
the Judges, who fliould have fupported him, 
confpired againft him, and caufcd him to be 
imprifoned, while in the mean time Gonfalo 
Pizarro drew together Troops, and difpofed 
all things for a Rebellion. The Difputes be- 
tween the Judges and the Viceroy facilitated 
his Defign j for though the latter quickly re- 
covered his Liberty, and drew one of the 
Judges to his Party, yet tl;e reft of the Judges 
continued toadl by their own Authority, and 
behaved fo cruelly and fo tyrannically, that at 
length perceiving they had no other Refource, 
they were glad to admit Gonfalo Pizarro for 
Governor of Peru^ to feal a Commiffion to 
him in the King's Name, and to receive him 
with all Demonftrations of Refpcft into the 
City of Lima. 

The Viceroy returned into the Province of 
^iifo, where he difcovered in his Adverfity 
much greater Abilities, and many more Vir- 
tues than he had (hewn in his Profperity ; and 
though his Forces were continually inferior to- 
thofe of the Rebels, yet his own Intrepidity 
joined to his Loyal Difpofition, which is na- 
tural to the Spaniards f enabled him to make a 
long Difpute. At length, however, adecifivc 
. Battle vvas fought between him and Gonfalo 
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Pizarro^ on the 19th of January 1546, in 
which the Viceroy being wounded, and taken 
Prifoner, had his Head ftruck off/, for whofc 
Death, though done by his own Command, 
Pizarro hypocritically wore Mdurning. Hence 
forward this Man behaved himfelf rather as a 
Sovereign Prince than as a Governor, bufying 
himfelf in amafling Wealth, and in taking all 
the Precautions he could think of for fecuring 
himfelf and his Affociates from the EiFeds of 
the Royal Refentmcnt, which without Que- 
ilion they had Reafon to dread. 

In the mean time, the Emperor, juftly a- 
larmed at the Confequences of thefe Seditions, 
which threatened the Lofs of fo confidcrable 
a Territory as that of Pera, came at length to 
a Refolution of trufting rather to the Wifdom 
of one Man than to the Force of many. This 
Man was the Licentiate Peter de la Gafca^ 
who had the Title of Prefident of the Royal 
Court of Peru^ and a Commiffion fo ample, 
that had it not fome way been limited by his 
Inftru6tions, he would in Efiedt have had 
Royal Authority 5 but to balance this, he had 
neither Men nor Money, the Court trufting 
altogether, though furely not very prudently, 
to his great Capacity. He was in few Words a 
Man of unfliaken Courage, deep Prudence, 
mild Behaviour, unblemiflied Probity, and 
abfolutely difinterefted. He was not afraid to 
go in a Manner naked againft infolent and 
viAorioujS Rebels; and all the Reward he de- 
manded 
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manded for the Services he (hould perform 
was, that having fettled the Province in Peace, 
he might be at Liberty to depart into Spain. 

Gafca arrived at Nombre de Dios^ and car- 
ried himfelf mildly, faying, he came not to 
make War, but, according to his Profeflion, to 
make Peace, and revoked the Rigour of the 
Laws that caufed the War. From Panama he 
fcnt the Emperor's Letters, and writ himfelf 
to Pizarro^ telling him, he was come to par- 
don all Offences, to draw him to Obedience, 
to give Satisfaction to his People ; and, if he 
rcfufed this Grace, to make War. Pizarro 
was enraged at the Receipt of thcfe Letters, 
and would not fufFcr the Gentleman that 
brought them to fit down, which the Gentle- 
man took for a great Affront. Pizarro called 
for his Friends, to know what Anfwer to give 
the Prefident's Letter. Carvajai^ the chief In- 
cendiary, was abfent, and therefore it was ho- 
ped he would accept of Grace ; yet every 
Man delivering his Opinion, fome advifed to 
take and raife Panama and Nombre de Dios^ 
that the Emperor might have no Place to re- 
ceive his Men and Shipping ; and they ha- 
ving all the Ships in the South-Sea^ might 
without Fear keep Peru to themfclvcs, and 
then doubted not but to make New Spain re- 
volt too, or at leaft, they would rob all the 
Towns on the Sea-Coafl, and live by Spoil 
and Rapine, which indeed they might have 

done 
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done, having the General of the Sea true to 
them.. 

P/2?^rr^ cunningly anfwered G^^'s Letter, 
by Confent of thirty of his Men under their 
Hands, that they underftood of his coming 
by Hinojofay General of the Sea, and the fair 
Shew of Good he pretended \ but' it was too 
late after fo many Murders, occafioned by the 
Viceroy's perfuading him to return to inform 
the Emperor, that they would receive no 
Governor but Pizarro^ and offered to fend 
fomeMan of Quality into Spain to make their 
Cafe known to the Emperor. Carvajal dxyct* 
ted Pizarro from all good Intentions, and 
would not fufFer him to make any Acknow- 
ledgment to Spain. They fent thefe Letters 
to Gafca, and offered to give him a great 
Quantity of Money to return home ; and if 
he refufed it, they writ to their Admiral Hino^ 
jo/a to apprehend him. Thefe Letters being 
brought to Panama, put Ga/ca in fear that he 
fhould be killed, for they abfolutely refufed 
to receive him in Peru. Ga/ca dealt fo cun- 
ningly with Hinojofa, that he brought him to 
fubmit himfelf and Fleet, and became a true 
Servant to the Emperor. This was the Over- 
throw of Pizarro, and Hinojofa was continu- 
ed General, and none of his Captains difplaced. 
Gajca now prepared again for War, and fur- 
.niflied himfelf for his Journey to Pcruy arid, 
before his Arrival, fent a Pardon to all the 

common 
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common Sort. In his Expedition he carried 
himfclf courtcoufly and friendly. 

G^^j's Carriage, and the Submiflion of the 
Ships, made a great Change amongfl the Re- 
bels; for happy was he that could appear for 
the Emperor. Pizarro was much grieved to 
hear of thefe Alterations \ but, like a coura- 
gious Captain, /ent to all his Friends to come 
to him with their Forces; but moft part of 
them forfook him ; and the Towns of Lima ^ 
Cufco^ and the reft took part with the Empe- 
ror. When John de Cajla came to Pizarro 
to Arequipa^ they confulted what to do, ha- 
ving four hundred and fifty Men in the whole 
Country againft them : He rcfolved to go to 
Chili^ where never Spaniard had been ; but 
he was followed by one Centeno^ with a loyal 
Party for the Emperor, between whom was 
fought a cruel Battle, Pizarro gaining the 
Vidory; he loft two hundred and twenty 
Men, and Centeno many more. Centeno fled, 
but the others having fo great a Lofs did not 
follow him. Pizarroy upon the Viftory, di- 
vided his Forces into fevcral Parts. Cepeda^ 
a principal Man of Account on his Side, per- 
fuaded him to make Conditions with Gafca^ 
which he would not do, but was angry at the 
Motion, and grew fufpicious of him, who 
out of pure Kindnefs to him had made it. 

Gafca came into Peru with two thoufand 
Men, where he heard of the Overthrow P/- 
zarro had ^wtn Centeno*, and his Men being 

fickly. 
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fickly, and finding the Corn green, and not to 
be eaten, they were much difcouraged ; but 
Centeno coming vrith the Remainder of his 
Forces, put them into Heart % whereupon he 
went in the Purfuit of Pizarro^ but had great 
Trouble in pafling the River Apurima. But 
Pizarro being apprized of it, departed from 
Cufco with a thoufand Soldiers. Donna Maria 
Calderon^ fpcaking againft the Tyranny of 
Pizarro^ Fran. Caldcron entered her Cham- 
ber one Morning, and ftrangled her in her 
Bed. Now came their Armies in view of one 
another, every one taking Advantage of the 
Place: Gafca delayed giving Battle, in hopes 
that mod of Pizarro'sMcn would leave him, 
but they did not ; and he being forced by 
Snow, Cold and Hunger, engaged in the Heat 
of the Adtion. Cepeda^ (who as 1 faid before) 
advifcd to accept of Conditions, fled to Gafca^ 
which much diftieartnedP/z^^rr^'s Side. This 
Example, and others that did the like, made 
moft of them yield. Pizarro feeing it, chofe 
rather to fubmit than fly, and yielded himfelf 
to Villa Vicentia^ Serjeant Major, who carried 
him to Gafca. Never fuch a Battle was fought, 
in which, the Heads and chief Commanders 
were Doftors and Scholars. 

Gafca fent Forces to cut off thofe that ef- 
caped in their Way to Cufco^ and to fccurc 
the Town. The Day following, being the 9^^* 
oi April 1548, Gafca committed the Caufe 
of Pizarro^ and other Offenders, to Judges, 

who 
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^ho condcfmned him and thirteen more to 
Death, whereof Francis Carvajal was one, 
and indeed the chief Promoter of all the Mif- 
chief in thofe Parts. He was eighty four 
Years of Age, and had been an Enfign in the 
Battle of Ravenna *, he had ferved under the 
great Captain Gonfalo Fernandez, and was 
the moft noted Soldier in the Indies, yet ne- 
ver eftccm'd valiant or fkillful. It was a By- 
word, as cruel as Carvajal, bccaufe he had 
been the Executioner of four hundred Spam-- 
ards, Pizarro caufcd to be put to Death after 
Bla/co Nunez came into Peru, carrying 
Blacks with him continually for that Purpofe. 
Pizarro was never overthrown, but in this 
Battle, though he had fought many. Gafca*s 
Soldiers looked for a better Reward than was 
given them; though indeed they were well 
dealt with ; yet they mutinied upon it, but 
were foon quieted again. 

Gafca took a Courfe for the Eafc of the //?- 
dians, and to reduce them to the Chriftian 
Religion ; as alfo for the peaceable Govern- 
ment of the Kingdom. When Gajca arrived 
at Nombre de Dios out of Spain, he brought 
not an hundred Men with him, nor had he 
any Money, but procured Credit, and at his 
going away paid all Debts, and carried with 
him to the Emperor almoft two Millions ; 
but for himfelf not a Penny, being the firft 
Man in Authority that ever did the like ; for 
Covetoufnefs was the Bane of all the Spanijh 
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Affairs, till his Time. Indeed any Nation moft 
1x5 quickly ruined where Men afpirc to Au- 
thority with no other View than to make 
thcmfclvcs rich. 

As for this celebrated Governor, when he 
had thoroughly fettled all things in Peru^ he ^ 
prepared for his Return into Spain^ and came 
to Panama^ having much Wealth there which 
he could not carry j but it happened that two 
Sons of Rodrigo Contreras^ Governor of N/- 
caragua^ with two hundred Soldiers, entered 
the Town, and took the Treafure, and as 
much more as they could get. . One of the 
two Brothers got himfelf with his Wealth in- 
to two or three Ships, the other followed 
Gafca^ thinking to rob and kill him. They 
murdered many, and flew a Biftiop, becaufc 
he fcnt to their Father into Spain an account 
of their Villainies : They drew to them all 
fadtious and difcontented People, that favour- 
ed the Party of Pizarro. 

G^/tj hearing of thofe Diforders, returned 
with Speed, fought with, and overcame them j 
one of the JBrothers was drowned in pafling a 
River; he. difpatched Ships after the other, . 
and took him and all his Wealth. This pro- 
ved a fortunate Affair to Gafca^ and got 
him great Honour, He embarked at Nom^ 
bre de Dios for Spain in 1550, with much 
Wealth for others, and Reputation to him- . 
felf ; his going, coming, and flaying, was lit- , 
tie more than four Years. The Emperor made 

him ^ 
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him Biftiop of Placentia^ and fcnt for him 
to Ausburg in Germany^ where he then lay> 
bccaufc he would be informed from his own 
Mouth of all Proceedings, and the State and 
Condition of the People of the Indies. 

CHAP. VII. 

Of the Difcovery of that Paffage into the 
South Seas, ivbicA is called the Strti^hts of 
Magellan. 

WE have now fcen how after many 
hundred Years Difcourfe of a new 
World maintained by fome learned Men, and 
exploded by others, Columbus firfl thought the 
Defign of finding it practicable, and as foon 
as his Propofitions were accepted by the 
Court of Spain, actually jailed to and difco- 
vered it. We have feen how Ba/co Nunez de 
Balboa came firft to gain the Knowledge of 
the South Seas, that is to fay, of a Sea to the 
South of the new difcovered Continent. We 
have feen how the great Empire of Mexico, 
containing the beft Part of the Northern A^ 
nierica, was fubdued by Cortez ; and how 
Peru, the moft eminent Monarchy in South 
America, fell into the Hands of the Spani* 
ards by the Means of the Pizarros and their 
Aflbciates. It remains that we give fome Ac- 
count of the Paflage into the South Seas from 
E ours. 
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ours, and then the hiftorical part of our Worts 
ivill be brought to a proper Conclufion. 

From the Time of the Difcovcries made 
under the CathoKck King's Commhrions, the 
Portugueze were cxceflively je^louj of their 
PoffclTions In tlie Eajl Indies^ till at length 
the Pope intcrpoffd, and by ^ Bull, which 
had a dcclfivc Authority among Princes of his 
own Communion, decreed all Countries dif- 
covered in the Eaft to Portugal^ and all fuch 
. as were found in the Weft to Spain ; yet this 
rather fmothered than extinguifhcd the Flames 
of Contention, both Princes continuing to 
liften willingly to any fuch Propofitions as 
tended to aggrandize one at the other's Ex- 
pence j and this begat another Mifchief, 
which was, that fuch entcrprizing Men as 
were not cratified at one Court, immediately 
thought of applying themfelves to the other; 
which, whether a greater Inconvenience to 
thefe Princes, or Advantage to Europe in ge- 
neral, is not eafy to be refolved. 

We have a particular Inftancc in this, in 
the Cafe of Ferdinand de Magallanes^ whom 
we generally call Magellan^ and Ruy Falero,^ 
both Natives of Portugal^ and Men of very 
great Experience in the Art of Navigation. 
It is fuid their Court differed with them about 
fo very a Trifle as fix Crowns per Annum in 
their Salaries ; whereupon they retired to 
Spain^ and made Propofitions of i)ew DifCQ- 
^vcries to Cardinal Ximenes. The Portugueze 
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"Ambaflador, who was a Man of Parts, em- 
ployed all the Pains imaginable td defeat theif 
Defign. He folicitcd the Court to deliver 
them up as Fugitives ; he got fome Pctfons to 
inform the Miniftry that Magellan was a bold 
talkative Man, one ready to undertake any 
Ihing, but who wanted Capacity and Cou- 
rage, when it came to Performance. Under- 
hand he caufed Application to be made to 
Magellan himfcif, offering him Pardon, and 
great Rewards, if defifting from his prefcnt 
rurpofe he Would go back and fcrve his own 
Prince. All this, however, fignified very lit-» 
tie, for thefe People expreffed thcmfelves to 
the SpaniJIo Miniftryj who were now very a- 
ble Judges in thefe Matters, in fuch clear 
Terms, and with (0 much Probability, as to 
the Difcovery they propbfcd, that they were 
immediately received into Favour, made 
Knights of the Order of St. y^/wrjr, and had 
their own Terms granted them. 

The Grounds they went upon were thefe i 
That the Pofitiori laid down by Columbus^ of 
the Poflibility of coming to thz Eajl Indies 
by fulling VVcfl: was certainly true, though h^ 
had not brought It to bear j and that fuch as 
derided that great Man's Notion, were not fo 
well skilled in Navigation as he- That with- 
out queftion it was very poffible to fail from 
the South SeaSf which were but juft then heard 
of, to the Mo/t/cco IJlanJs; and that it was 
very probable, a PafTagc might be found into^ 
E 2 thofc 
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tliofc Seas, through the Rio de la Platdi or 
ibmc other Opening upoii that Coaft. 'That 
in cafe this could be done, Spairf might tcap 
the Profit of both Indies^ fince this Difcovery 
being made from the Weft would fall exprefs- 
ly under the Words of the Pope's. Bull. In 
confcquence of thefe Propofals, it was agreed 
that the Undertakers fhould have the twen- 
tieth Part of the clear Profits; that the Go- 
vernment of any Iflands they Ihould difcover 
iliould belong to them and their Heirs for ever, 
with the Title oi jidelantados \ and that far- 
ther, the Crown fliould furnifli them with 
five Ships, and two hundred and thirty-four 
Men, with Provifions for two Years. 

The Flc?et failed from Seville on the tenth 
o^ Augu/l 1 5 19, under the fole Command of 
Ferdinand Magellan^ Ruy Falero being left 
behind on account of his ill Health. Tliey 
failed firft to the Canaries^ and from thence 
to the Coaft of Guinea j at which, the Cap- 
tains under Magellan^ were extremely offend- 
ed ; but he refufed to give them any Satis- 
faiflion, telling them, their Duty was to fol- 
low him, and not enquire into his Inftruc- 
tlons. Coming on the Coaft of Brajily he 
failed along Southwards, examining carefully 
all the Rivers and Bays he met with. The 
Weather growing extremely cold, clpecially 
in the beginning of the Year 1520, and being 
haraflcd with continual Storms, the Sailors 
growing very uneafy, in the Month of 
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'April they came to the River of St. "iulian^ 
where they kept their Eafteri but. this being 
the Depth of Winter in thofe Parts, and l)js 
Officers perceiving that Magellan intended to 
proceed towards the Antartick Pole, they re- 
xnonftrated agalnft what they took to be a ro* 
mantic Proceeding. On this Occafion Ma^ 
gellan (hcv/cd himfelf both a wife and ftcddy 
Officer. He called all his People together, 
to whom he made a long Speech, infiding 
much on the incomparable Bravery of the 
Spani/h Nation, and no lefs on the mighty 
Advantages which would accrue from their 
going through with this Undertaking. By 
this Means he made himfelf popular, and ac-» 
quired Authority fufficient to puni(h with re- 
markable Severity fome Mutineers. In fhort, 
in the beginning of the Month of November^ 
after fuffcring incredible Hardfliips, he dif. 
covered in fifty-three Degrees South Latitude, 
thofe Streights which have fince born his 
Name, and will perpetuate his Fame to the 
End of the World. 

Through thefe, on the 27th of November^ 
he came into the South Seas, and though 
Provifions became then very fliort, he rcfol- 
ved to continue his Courfc to the Moluccas ; 
but in his PafTugc thither he lapded on the 
Ifland Zebu^ o^co^xXiZ Philippines^ where he 
was well received by a Pagan Prince, whom 
he converted to Chriflianity, but endeavour- 
ing to reduce the whole IHand to the Obc- 
E 3 diencc 
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diencc of that Monarch, he was unfortunate^ 
ly killed in a Battle on the 27th of April 
1581. His Death was of bad Confcquenc^ 
to his People, who took upon them a Power 
of appointing and dcpofing their Commands 
crs, which brought mod of them to Deftruc^ 
tion. 

However, Jobn Sebq/iian del Qam^ wha 
commanded the Ship ViStory^ found means 
to bring home that Veflcl with about 35 Mert 
on board to the Port of St. Lttcar^ on the 6th 
oi September 1522, having fpent three Years 
bating fourteen Days in this Voyage ; and 
having the Honour to be the firft who failed 
round the Globe, and thereby demonftrating 
the Folly of thofc who held the Opinion of 
Antipodes iox a Fiftion and a Herefy, 

The vaft Cargo of Spices brought home by 
the Victory I and the Profpeft of carrying on 
ft moil beneficial Trade to the Indies^ by this 
pew Rout, engaged the Spanijh Government 
to fend in 1$"^$^ Garcia de Lovifa^ a Knight 
of Malt a J with fevcn Ships and four hundred 
^nd fifty Men to gain a more perfed: Know- 
ledge of thefe Strcights. He paffed then^ 
indeed, but it proved a moft unfortunate 
Voyage, for by one Accident or other all the 
Ships were either flopped in America^ or lofli 
in the Moluccas^ The next Year, however^ 
a Genoefe Captain came to the Mouth of the 
ptreights, and then was forced to return^ 
^ebajtian Cgbot^ \t\ the Service of Don Ema^ 
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nuel^ tCing of Portugal^ endeavoured to find 
dieStrcightsof iW^^^//tf/5r, but could not. ^- 
mericus Vef^ufiut was as unlucky, or rather 
more fo, /or he could not find the River of 
Plate. Many other Misfortunes happening 
in Profecution of the fame Defign, it remain- 
ed for many Years unthought of; till ^xxFran^ 
cis Drake^ in the Year 1578, paflcd them 
happily. In 1586 Mr. Cavendip paflcd them. 
In 1593 Sir Ricbar J Hawkins did the fumt; 
as did Captain Davis. In 1615 Cornelius 
Van Schoton failed from Holland on the fame 
Defign. He had on board him Jdmei la 
Maire ; and becaufe they pafled through a 
new Streight on the Vexi^oi "January 1616, 
he gave it his Name j fince which the World 
has heard much le(s of the Streights of Ma^ 
gellan than before; thcfe new difcovered 
Streights being found much the fafer of the 
two. 

The bfcft Defcription we have of thfe 
Streight of Magellan^ is that of our Coun-» 
tryman Sir John Narborougb^ who pafled it 
in 1676, from which it appears to be ex- 
tremely difficult and dangerous. On the one 
Side lies the Land of Magellan^ which 19 
Part of the Continent of South America^ and 
on the other a very large Ifland called ^erra 
del Fuego^ or, The Land of Fire^ from the 
Lights feen thereon in the Night, which wcro 
thought to be Fires lighted by the Inhabitants, 
but ar0 fmce believed to proceed from a Vul^ 
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cmo. When Magellan^ Drake and Caven^ 
dijh paffedthcfc Strcights, they took this Terra 
del Fuego to be Part of an unknown Conti- 
nent, fuppofed to extend quite to the Pole. 
La Maire found it to be an Ifland, by fail- 
ing round it, and called The mojl Southern 
Cape^ from the Name of his Ship, Cape Horn^ 
which has been fince juftly looked upon as. 
the mod Southern Point of Land on the 
Globe. After all thefe Difcovcrics, fo lute as 
in the Year 1713, a French Ship made a 
new one of the Streights of St. Barbara^ in 
57d. 2om, South Latitude. They failed 
tlirough the Streights of Magellan till they 
came to that Height, and then inftead of paf- 
fing forward through that Part of the Chan- 
nel, which Sir yohnNarbrougb call'd Crooked 
Reach and Long Reachy they failed through 
another Channel opening to the South ward^ 
much broader and fafcr, and which brought 
them with Eafe into ihc'South Sea. Hence 
it appears that this Terra del Fuego, at firft 
thought a Continent, and then an Ifland, is 
in Faft, two Iflands, a larger and a Icflcrj 
and by this new Rout, a Ship may pafs from 
the North into the South Sea in twelve Days, 
at moft, and with far lefs Inconveniency 
than either by the old Streights of MageU 
lan^ or the new ones oi La Maire. This is 
a Thing of great Confequence, cfpecially at 
this Time, when Expeditions to the South 
Seas are talk'd of, and therefore I have dwelt 
folong upon it^ befides the Thing in itfelf 
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cxcufcs, and therefore I hope no farther Apo- 
logy will be ncccflary to the Reader, 

Thus we fee in how /hort a Space of Time 
after the new World was difcovered, the 
whole of it from North to South was not 
only furveycd, but in a great Meafure con- 
quered and fettled by the Spaniards, and very 
great Improvements they have made there 
fince, though it is highly probable much 
greater would have been made, had this 
Country^ fallen into any other Hands but 
theirs. But to give a particular Account of 
this Matter will be the Bufinefs of the next 
Book, wherein we (hall exhibit an exadl Dc- 
fcription of the Spautfh America {torn Spa^ 
nijh Writers, who arc generally fpeaking, vtxy 
accurate, fetting down what they publi(h 
from the authentic Accounts tranfmitted to 
the Government ; whereas all we meet with 
in other Writers, which is not taken from 
them, is no better than hearfay, and there- 
fore little to be depended on. If we inter- 
mingle lefs concerning the Attempts made, 
by foreign Nations on the Spaniards in Ame^ 
rica^ than many of our Readers might ex- 
pedl, the Reafon is plainly this, becaufe our 
Defign is to fpcak flridtly of the Power of 
Spain, and therefore we can take Notice only 
how far that was afFcdlcd, as to the Rife and 
Progrefs of fuch Expeditions they belong to 
thole Pens which are employed in defcribing 
the EngUJh, French and Dutch Conquefts in 
the new World. 

End of the FIRST BOOK. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



74 -A CdNCiiE HisroRV of 



■ -J 



B O O K. 11. 

CHAP. I. 

Of the Spanifli America in General. 

THE common Opinion that the King 
of Spain hath the largcft Dominions 
ct any Prince in the World, is fo well found- 
ed, that no body hitherto has ventured to 
con trad ia it. His American Territories only 
arc fufficicnt to juftify this Notion ; and ia 
Truth, when one confiders the vaft Extent 
and prodigious Riches of thofe Provinces, 
one cannot but wonder that his Catholic 
Majcfty is not much more powerful than he 
appears to be. Without Queftion this is 
owing to nothing bul Errors in Government, 
which fhould incline other Nations to beware 
of falling into a like Condition, through 
Luxury and Corruption, and (hould alfo put 
them upon their Guard, with refpcft to a 
Potentate poflcfled of fuch mighty Advan- 
tages, and who may fome time or other como 
to have a Miniflry capable of ufmg and in^- 
proving them. 

In order to be convinced of the Truth of 
what I have a4vanced, we need only remem-^ 
ber, that the Spaniards are poflcfled of fai» 
the grcateft and befl: Part ot the Continent 
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tJi' America. The whole Coaft from thirty- 
fevcn Degrees of North Latitude, to fifty-* 
three Degrees of South, is on one Side in- 
tirely theirs, and on the other, there are only 
the Poriugueze Colonies in Brazil^ with a 
few inconfiderable French and Dutch Set-*- 
tlcments, but what belongs to them or to the 
Natives, In a Word, the Spaniards com* 
mand in the South Seas, the mofl: extended 
Coaft in the new World ; that is, from Cafie 
St. Sebajlian^ the moft Northern Point of 
California^ to the Streights of Magellan^ at 
leaft two thoufand Leagues, or between fix 
and feven thoufand Miles. They likewife 
pofiefs the largeft and moft valuable Iflands* 
• viz. Cuba^ Part of Hifpaniola and Port 
Rico. 

It is an Opinion commonly received a^ 
mongft us, that the Spanijh JVeJl Indies arc 
very unwholfom, but like many other gene-* 
ral Propofitions, this may be faid to be true 
and falfe at the fame time. A very confi- 
deraWe Part of Mexico and Peru^ are in thb 
Torrid Zone ; and yet where they have the 
Advantages of a favourable Situation, are 
both healthy and pleafant. But befides thefe^ 
there arc many fair Provinces in both the 
temperate Zones, neither can the habitable 
World boaft of more delightful Regions than 
there arc in the Kingdom of New Mexico 
in the North, and about Buenos Ayres in 
the South^ a$ the Rea^^r >vill be told more 
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particularly hereafter. The .Truth is, that 
the Country about Porto Bello is extremely 
aguifli and unwholfom, and fo ia Part of the 
Sea Coaft of Peru^ by Reafon of the great 
Rains which fall there, and the Want of In- 
habitants, and from hence we form an Idea 
of the reft, though very unjuftly. Perhaps 
too the Luxury of the Spaniards^ and the 
Inaftivity of their Lives, may contribute to 
ihorten their Days, and thereby difcrcditthe 
Places they inhabit 5 but as it is certain, that 
the Indians before their Arrival, lived to a 
good old Age, and many who are temperate 
do fo ftill, I fay all this confidercd, we may 
conclude, that if an adtive and induftrious 
People were fettled in thefc Countries, they 
would not be much incommoded by the Cli- 
mate. 

As to the Soil of thefc Countries in gene- 
ral, it is wonderfully rich and fruitful, pro- 
ducing Corn in abundance, and fuch Pa- 
ilurcs as arc no where clfe to be feen; Trees 
for Fruit, Beauty, and \Ht\ Shrubs odorife- 
rous, and of phyfical Virtues 5 Herbs and 
Roots in plenty; and in (hort, every thing 
that can be fought for, either grows naturally, 
or may with very little Pains be produced 
here. In the Bofom of the Earth all Sorts 
of Metals are found, efpccially thofe \vhich 
Men value moft. Silver and Gold. Springs 
and Rivulets are every where to be feenj 
and then for the Conveniency of Navigation, 

there 
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there are the noblcft Rivers which the World 
can boaft, fuch as the River of Plate^ the 
Amazons River, and many others which we 
(hall particularly defcribe, in fpcaking of the 
Provinces through which they run. 

If the SpaniJIo Councils were turned for the 
Encouragement of Trade, there arc in thefc 
Countries fuch a vaft Variety of valuable 
Commodities as might, one would tliink, 
furni(h the People poflcflcd of them with 
inexhauflible Treafures; for beiidesGold and 
Silver, of which prodigious Quantities arc 
annually exported, both from Mexico and 
Pcru^ here arc Emeralds, Pearls, and various 
other precious Stones, not to fpcak of Cop- 
per, and other bafer Metals, rich Drugs of 
all Kinds, Logwood, Santal, Redwood, and 
many other Sorts of Materials for dying. 
Tobacco, Ginger, Sweetmeats of all kinds, 
with a vaft Variety of luxurious Articles ; 
and then as to Things of more neceflary Ufe, 
Vigonia VfooX^ the Hides from Buenos Ayres^ 
Tortoife-fliell, Indigo, and many more might 
be enumerated. Neither is the Country de- 
ficient in Sea Ports, cfpecially in the North 
Seas, where there are fcveral fafc, and fpa- 
cious Harbours, beiides good Roads, Bays 
and Creeks. If thefc are in a great Meafurc 
wanting in the South Seas^ the Spaniards^ 
not without Reafon, efteem it an Advantage^ 
bccaufc it makes it the eafier for them to de- 
fend that Coaft againft Strangers; and in Re- 
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fpcdl of one Part of the Country trading with 
the other, this is no great Hindrance. Be*"* 
fides they have a good Port for the carrying 
on of their JE/jry? India Tvside^ which is. what 
they chiefly value on this Side; and if ever 
they fliould fo far increafe their Shipping as 
to make new Ports rcquifite, Engineers would 
quickly put them in a Way to improve the 
impcrfcdt Efforts of Nature. But while 
they continue to aft on the Maxims which 
they have hitherto purfued, they are not like- 
ly to think their Havens on the South Sea too 
few. 

We ought not to fpeak of the Number of 
the Inhabitants, becaufe therein confifts the 
true Wealth and Strength of a Government^ 
but befidcs, that this will be, in feme Mea- 
fure, clfe where examined, we muft ingenu- 
oufly confcfs, that with any tolerable Accu- 
racy, it is not eafy to fettle it at all. The 
Spanijh Writers are remarkably filent on this 
Head ; and as to what others report on this 
Subjeft, it deferves lefs Credit than any other 
Part of their Relations, becaufe it is impoffi- 
ble that what they affcrt, fliould cpnlift with 
their own Knowledge. This however is cer- 
tain, that the SpamJIj America is but thinly 
peopled, if we confider its Extent; and on 
the other Hand it fecms to be as certain, that 
it is much better peopled than we commonly 
imagine,, of which I will give two apparent 
Proofs. Sir Francis Drake made his firft Ex- 
pedition 
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? edition in 1578, and with a very (lender "^ 
orcc acquired immenfe Riches, and did pro- 
digious Damage to the Spaniards. In 1587, 
Cavendip did the like in a Vcflel of a 120 
Tons, though he had not in her above thirty. 
Men, landing in fevcral Places, and bringing 
away as much Riches as he could carry, 
Thefe Succcflcs eftablifhed an Opinion that 
the Spaniards were very weak in thofe Parts, 
yet all the following Expeditions which were 
undertaken with much greater Force, mifc- 
rably mifcarried, which induced that wife 
Princcfs Queen Elizabeth to reft rain her Sub- 
jeds from fuch Attempts. This however did 
not difcouragc the Dutcb^ who in 1623, fit- 
ted out a grand Fleet for the South Seas. It 
confifted of fifteen ftout Ships, and there 
were three thoufand pick'd Men on board. 
They came happily into thofe Parts of the 
World, and made feveral Defcents, but to no 
Purpofe, being conftantly repulfed, fo that 
they returned with great Lofs and Shame, 
Our Country Man Gage perfuaded Cromwell^ 
and indeed the Engli/fj Nation, th^t the Con- 
queft of the PTeJi Indies was a very pradicar 
ble Defign, but it did not prove fo in the 
Event ; for though we made ourfelves Ma- 
tters of Jamaica^ yet whoever confiders the 
mighty Force thatP^>i and Venables had, will 
rather wonder that much more was not done, 
than admire what they did. So that it fccms 
to be a thing out of Difpute,. that it is not {o 

much 
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much the Weakncfs of the Spaniards^ zi 
Hit Weakncfs of their Councils, which have 
occ^doncd their Lodes in thefe. Parts ; and 
to fay the Truth, we can fcarce doubt of 
this, if we reflefl: that they have found a 
Way to make their American Colonics con- 
tribute to the Dcftruftion of their Power at 
Sea, though the fame Caufe is the great Source 
of ours, and is the only one that can create a 
Naval Power to France. But to return to the 
Point, viz. the Number of People in thd 
Spanijh Settlements. A certain Author has 
gueflcd that there may be in the whole three 
Millions of Spaniards^ Mejlizos and Negros^ 
befides which there are certainly a much larger 
Number of Indians. For though it may be, 
and without doubt it is true, that the Spa^^ 
niards praitifed intolerable Cruelties, when 
they firft arrived in thefe Parts, yet wc are 
certain that this was done contrary to the ex- 
prefs Dircdlions of their Catholic Majeftics, 
and that they have long fince altered their 
Policy in. this Refpeft, though many Indian 
Nations are ftill their implacable Enemies^ 
and fo are likely to continue. 

When thefe Countries were firft reduced, 
the fettling many Ecclefiafticks might be a 
very proper Meafure, fince it is certain that 
they were in thofe Days very zealous, not 
only in converting, but in protecting the /;/- 
dians^ interpofing on all Occafions in their 
Favour, But Times arc altered fince then, 

and 
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arid their Mcafurcs (hould have altered ac- 
bordingljr. Monafterics ahd NiinnerieJ, if 
they arc- not contrary to the Spirit of Chrifti- 
anity, arc it leaft iricompatiblc with that of 
fettling Colonics i and fo they have been , 
found. Pricfts, generally fpeaking, proceed 
upon narrow and fclfifli Views, and (o do all 
Religious Orders, particularly the Jefaits, 
who therefore arc the leaft qualified for Mif* 
fionarics, though deficient in no other Rc- 
fpedt, which appears from their G>ndu6l in 
Paraguay^ where the Fathers have eftablifti'd 
a much mdrc regular Government than fub* 
fifts any where elfc m America^ and arc able 
to raife a greater Number of regular Troops 
in a Week, thati could be aflcmbled by tlie 
Viceroy of Peru in a Year, as appears by an 
authentic Memorial draNVn up for the peru- 
fal of the King of Spain, ahd which the 
Reader vs^ill find in the Appendix. The Cor- 
ruption and Tyranny which reigns among 
all the Officers, who derive their Authority 
from the Crown, fcnfibly afFcds the State, 
'lincc it not only ruins the Revenue, but dif- 
courages Induftry, and extirpates public Spi- 
rit. An unaccountable Fondnefs for Gold 
and Silver is another Prejudice to the 5/^- 
nijh Settlements, has prevented the Govern- 
tnent froni encouraging new Difcoverics, and 
fpread fuch a fordid Spirit through all its Sub- 
jects, as is vifibly produ<aivc of the wwft 
EfFcfls; for though Mines may be moft bene- 
F ficial 
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ficial to the Sovereign, and to the Mother 
Country in the firft Inftance, yet taking all 
Things together, they are the. leaft fo, of 
which the State of the Spanijh America 
is the ftrongcft Proof, 

Having now fpoke of the Country in ge- 
neral, and taken a View of its Advantages 
and Difadvantages, we will next defcend to 
Particulars, and treat diftinftly of all its fe- 
veral Provinces in their Order as they lye 
from North to South, contenting ourfelves 
with a bare Relation of Fadls from the moft 
authentic Authors, and referving Political Re- 
flcdtions, and whatever has Refped to Trade 
and Manufadtures for the third Book, In 
the Profecution of this Bufinefs, we fliall, 
for the moft Part, follow our old Guides the 
' Spanip Writers, as to what regards the In- 
land Part of the Country, paying however a 
due Rcfpcdt to what other Authors have writ- 
ten as to the Sea Coafts, wherein, though 
they may not be better informed, yet are 
they certainly much clearer that the Spanip 
Geographers, who affcft Obfcurity, and ne- 
ver deliver themfelves but in general Terms 
upon this Subjeft. For the fame Rcafon per- 
haps which leads them to this Conduft, the 
Pilots never fufFer any Stranger to have a Sight 
of their Charts, more efpecially of thofe Parts 
of their Empire which are leaft known, and 
of which, as they are the firft in the Order, 
. we 
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we have laid down, wc fliall immcdiatc/y 
treat, as fully and clearly as the bcfl Materials 
we could colledt, will allow. 

C H A P. II. 

Of California, and the adjacent IJles. 

TT is proper to begin with this, becauft it 
I is the mail Northern Part of the new 
World, difcovercd, and in any Degree pof- 
feflcd by the Spaniards. The Relations we 
have hitherto had of it are fo confufcd, and 
fo contradidtory, that we prefume it will be 
doing the Public fome Service, to give a di- 
ftindt Account of this Country from authen-* 
tic Memoirs, which we (hall be able to per- 
form, and thereby remove a Multitude of 
Abfurdities which have been hitherto current-* 
ly reported of this extenfive Tra<fl of Land. 

The more Southern Part of Calif ornia was 
known to the Spaniards very foon after the 
Difcovery of Mexico^ but it remained a hun- 
dred and twenty Years a Matter of Difpute, 
whether it was an Ifland or a Peninfula. In 
Sanfon's^ and other Maps in good Credit, we 
fee it laid down as an Ifland with a pretty ^ 
wide Sea between it and the Continent of 
New Mexico. However in the lateft'Maps,. 
particularly in one publiihed in Holland in 
1739, it is laid down as a Peninfula, as it 
really is. In 1595 the Spaniards fcnf a Gal- 

F 2 Icon 
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Icon called St. Jluguftine to difcovcr its 
Coafts, but it was loft in the Port de los Reyes, 
which prevented any flirthcr Difcovcry at that 
Time. In 1602 the Count de Monterey, 
then Viceroy oi New Spain, Stni Sebajii an 
Bijcaino on the fame Defign with two Ships 
and a Tender : He failed as high as Cape 
Mendocina, which lies in 41% 20' N. L. 
whence he had a Sight of Cape Blanco, or 
the White Cape, which lies in 43^ In 1684 
the Marquifs ^/r /^ X/tf^//;/^, Viceroy oi New 
Spain, fcnt two Ships with a Tender, to dif* 
cover the Lake of California, that is the Sea 
between it and New Mexico, of which how- 
ever he obtained but a very indifferent Ac- 
count. Thence forward the Opinion pre- 
vailed that California was not an Ifland, but 
Part of that vaft Continent which joins yime-- 
rica to y]fia. F. Martin Martinez, reports 
that while he was at Peking in China, a 
Chriftian Woman of Mexico was brought 
thither as a Slave, who reported that flie had 
bcerf brought thither all the Way by Land, 
except two Days that flic was in pafling an 
Arm of the Sea, which is fuppofed to be the 
Straights of Jinian, Be this as it will, wc 
owe to Father Oiino^ a German Jefuit, the 
Certainty that California joins to the Con- 
tinent of New Mexico. He landed in the 
former from the Ifland of Sumatra, and paf- 
fed into the latter without crofling any other 
Water than Rio-AznU or the Blue River, 

into 
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into which the Rio Colorado falls in about 
35^ N;L. fo that this Matter is now entirely 
out of Difpute, after having long cxcrcifed 
the Conjedlures of the Learned. 

According to the beft Maps we have, Ca^ 
liforma extends from zy 40' to 45** N. L 
Itsutmoft Extent from North to South, that 
k, from the Streight difcovered by Martin 
Agiiilar to Cape St. Lucas^ it muft be near 
eight hundred Miles. Its Breadth is very 
unequal, for towards the North it is two 
hundred Miles broad, but it tapers away to- 
wards the South, wliere it is hardly above 
fifty Miles over. It is bounded on the North 
by an unknown Continent, on the Eaft, by 
the Province of New Mexico^ and the Lake 
of California^ or, as fome call it, xhtVer^ 
tnilian Sea^ and by the great Pacific Ocean 
on the South and Weft. 

As it lies almoft altogether in the tempe- 
rate Zone, it is eafy to conceive that the Cli- 
mate cannot be very imnioderate. In the 
Summer however, they experience great Heats 
on the Coaft, but the Inland Part is very tem- 
perate, and in the Winter it is pretty cold, 

TheCountry is finely diverfify'd with Plains 
and Mountains, well wooded and watered. 
Its Soil very fruitful, abounding with Fruit 
Trees, and producing, when planted, all the 
Kinds of Grain which grow in Europe : 
There are two Kinds of Deer peculiar to the 
Country. All Sorts of Fowls and Birds, com* 
F 3 nion 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



86 ^Concise History of 
mon cither in Europe or the Indiei^ abound 
here ; there is alfo prodigious Plenty of Sea and 
River Fifli ; and in a Word, a more plentiful 
Country cannot be wifhed for. That there 
arc Mines is very probable, though not cer- 
tain, but it is known that here is one of the 
richeft Pearl Fifheries in the World, fo that 
it is not eafy to guefs why no more Pains 
has been taken to fettle fo advantageous a 
Tradl of Land. It has fcveral fniall Rivers, 
and two pretty confiderablc ones, W2. Rio 
Colkrado^ and Rio Ju Carmcl^ a great Va- 
riety of fine Ports, both on the Eaft and 
Weft Side, with Bays, Creeks, and Roads 
innumerable, which is the Reafon why it 
was fo much frequented by our Privateers in 
the South Seas. 

The Natives of the Ifland, who arc ftill 
in PofTcflion of it have been differently cha- 
rafterizcd by our Writers and by the Spa* 
niards ; it is therefore fafeft to fely on what 
Father Caino tells us concerning them, be- 
caufe he converfed longer with them, and 
more familiarly than any other Perfon who ha? 
left us Memoirs. He informs us, that thefe 
People, who are tolerably well made, and 
very ingenious, live without Houfes, con- 
tenting themfelvcs with the Shade afforded 
them by Trees in the Summer, and dwel- 
ling in Caves in the Winter. They are not 
altogether void of Religion, fince they have 
been obfervcd to kneel and pray on the firft 

Appearance 
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Appearance of the New Moon, and to flicw 
a great Docility in receiving the Principles 
of the Chriftian Religion, which however 
no great Pains has been taken to propagate 
amongft them. As to Government, they 
are abfolutely in a State of Nature, every 
Man is both a Sovereign and a Legiflator in 
his own Family, which is attended with great 
Inconvcniencies, there being continual Feuds 
amongft them, which break out fometimcs 
into Broils and Bloodflicd. The Men go, for 
the moft Part naked, except a Fillet of fine 
Cloth about their Temples, and certain Brace- 
lets of Pearl, which arc very beautifully 
wrought. The Women arc better cloathcd ; 
for, befides an Ornament on their Heads, they 
wear generally a Mantle of Skins over their 
Shoulders, a Piece of Cloth girt round their 
Bodies, and Chains of Pearls on their Necks 
and Arms. Such as live on the Eaftern Side, 
on the Shore of the Vermilian Sea^ are Ene- 
mies to the Spaniards^ who very probably 
have given them Caufe. But in other Parts 
of the Ifland, they feem extremely well dif- 
pofed to entertain any Strangers, and might, 
without much Difficulty, be converted and 
civilized ; but as they are very numerous^ 
and their Country of great Extent, one may 
reafonably fuppofe, that the Spaniards have 
declined fending Miffionaries, through Fear 
that the People, when civilized, might either 
prove dangerous Neighbours, or by cultiva- 

F 4 ting 
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ting their Lands^ invite Strangers to fettfo 
ambngft them. 

There arc in California two 'Curiofities, 
which as they arc well fupported in Point of 
Authority, aefervc to be taken Notice of. 
After the Rainy Beafon is over, there falls in 
the Morning a great Quantity of Dew, which 
fettling upon Rofe Leaves, candles and be- 
comes hard like Manna, having all the Sweet- 
nefs of Sugar, though it is not fo white, and 
confcqucntly not fo pleafant to the Eye. In 
the Heart of the Country, there are Plains of 
Salt quite firm and clear as Cryftal, which, 
confidering the vaft Plenty of Fi(h of all 
Sorts, which arc alfo found there, might 
prove of great Advantage to any civilized 
People who were poflefled of this Country. 
But it docs not app6ar that the Natives make 
any Ufe of this Salt for curing their Fi(h, 
which they generally eat raw, as they alfo do 
Flcfli and Roots. 

The Spaniards for a long Traft of Time, 
wholly neglcdtcd this valuable Peninfula, and 
it is but very lately that they had any Settle- 
ment there. At prefent they have only 4 
Village in its Southern Extremity, near Cape 
St. Lucas^ which is called by the Name of 
the Place itfelf, California. The Manila 
Ships touch here fomctimes in their Courfe 
to Acapuko^ and no doubt, in Time, this 
^ill become a very confiderable Place by 
fheir tracing with the Indians for Pearl. 

There 
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There are many fmall Iflands on the Coafts * 
of California^ both in the Pacijic Ocean, and 
in the Vermilian Sea^ fuch as the Ifland of 
St. Catherine^ of St. Clement^ of Paxaros, 
of 5/. Anne^ of Cedars^ fo called from the 
great Number of thofe Trees which grow 
thereon, aftd which arc of an uncommon 
Size. But the Iflcs which arc moft known, 
are three which lie off Cape St. Lucas^ to^ 
ward the Mexican Coaft, thefe arc called lat 
tres Marias^ i. c. TChe three Maryi ; they arc 
but fmall, have good Wood and Water, 
abundance of Game, Salt Pits, as in Calin 
fornia^ and therefore the Englijh and French 
Pyratcs have fometipics wintered here, when 
cruizing in the South Seas. We will con- 
clude this Article with obferving that Cap- 
tain Dampier^ propofed, with great Judg-^ 
ment, fecking a North Weft Paflagc, by 
doubling Cape Blanco^ the moft Northern 
Point in California i a Propofitipn which dcr 
ferves to be maturely confidered. 

CHAP. Ill, ^ 

Of the Kingdom^ or Province of New 
Mexico. 

THIS Region, which the Spaniards 
fometimes call the Kingdom, and fome- 
tirAes the Province of New Mexico^ lies td 
^hc Eaft of California^ and was formerly fupi- 

pofed 
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pofcd to be divided from it, by that called 
the Purple^ or Vermilian Sea^ which is no 
other than ah Arm of the P^r/)?^ Ocean, run- 
ning up between it and California^ and is now 
generally called the Lake. 

This Country, which is of very great Ex- 
tent, is bounded on the North by very high 
Mountains, beyond which lies a Country al- 
together unknown. On the Eaft, it has the 
new difcovered Country of Louifiana ; on the 
South, fome of the Provinces of the Kingdom 
of Mexico ; on the Weft, the Vermilian Sea, 
and the Rio Colorado^ which feparate it from 
California. According to the beft Maps, it 
lies between 32® and 45*' of N. L. and be- 
tween 260® and 273^ of Longitude. la 
Length, from North to South, it is upwards 
of nine hundred Englijlo Miles, and in fome 
Places is near fix hundred broad, though in 
others it is much narrower. Some Geogra- 
phers divide it into fifteen, many of the Spa^ 
nij!^ Writers into eighteen Provinces, of 
which they give us barely the Names. The 
lateft Maps feem to divide it only into five. 

Its Climate is extraordinary pleafant, as 
lying in the midft of the temperate Zone, 
the Summers very warm, and the Winters 
pretty flnrp ; but then the former arc 
neither ftifling nor unwholefome, the lat- 
ter clear, and by no means intemperate. 
The Rains do not fall here fo heavily as in 
Califotnia ; but the Weather, is generally 
. ^ fpeaking 
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fpeaking agreeable to the Seafon» and refrefh- 
ing to a European Conftitution. 

As to the Soil, it is wonderfully good, a- 
bounding with Fruit and Timber Trees, and 
beautifully interfpcrfed with rifing Grounds 
and Rivers. All Sorts of wild and tame Cat* 
tie, efpecially Cows are found here in abun- 
dance. Fowl is very plenty, the Rivers well 
ilored with Fifti 5 and, in one Word, this is 
as pleafant, plentiful, and rich a Country as 
America^ or indeed any other Part of the 
World affords. 

There is great Plenty of Water, though 
few great Rivers in New Mexico^ fuch as the 
Rio Sahdo, the Rio del Norte^ or the North 
River ^ which runs the whole Length of the 
Country, and then turning to the Eaft, paflcs 
thro* the Province of New Leon^ where it 
falls into the Gulph of Mexico: There arc 
alfo feveral little Rivers which run into the 
Sea of Mexico^ and feveral Bays and Creeks 
on that Coaft, which, if the Spaniards dc- 
fired, might eafily be converted into Ports; 
but, as we (hall prefently fee, this is not like 
to happen. 

The greateft Part of this cxtenfivc Terri- 
tory is ftill in the Hands of the Natives, who 
though they arc an eafy, peaceable, and gene- 
rous People, yet were not only more nume- 
rous, but better provided for their Defence 
than any other Inhabitants of the New World 
which the Spaniards had met with. Thcfc 

People 
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People were well cloathcd, cultivated their 
Lands, had large Stocks of Cattle, tolerable 
Huts in their Villages, and good Srone Houfcs 
in their Towns when the Spaniards firft ar- 
rived here, which was about the Year 1539. 
They were Idolaters, worflhipping the Sun 
and Moon ; and as to Government, they had 
their petty Princes or Caciques, whom they 
chofe for their Wifdom and Valour. Thefc 
People (hewed a greater Readinefs to embrace 
the Chriftian Religion than any other of the 
American Nations, but withal did not dif- 
cover any kind of Willingnefs to part with 
their Liberty, which in a great Meafure they 
ftill prcferve. The Sfianijh Authors fpeak of 
various Nations in tnis large Country, but 
the principal are the ylpacbes^ who are diftin* 
guiftied by the Places of their Settlement. 
About the latter End of the laft Century, 
conceiving themfelves aggrieved by the Spa^ 
nip Governor, they made a general Infur* 
rcdlion, and did a prodigious deal of Mifchief, 
but were at laft appeafed, and better Garri- 
fons have been kept there fince. 

• The Capital of all this Country is the City 
of Santa Fiy feated on the Rio del Norte ^ in 
36*^ of N. L and in the Longitude of 2720. 
It is faid to be a well built rich City ; but 
Handing at the Diftance of one hundred 
and thirty Leagues from the Sea, it cannot be 
cxpedlcd that we (hould have a good Account 
of it ; bcfidesthis, the Spaniards have many 

other 
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other Towns of Note which arc unncccflary 
for us to mention. The whole is under a 
particular Governor, who rcfidcs at SaMa iV, 
and who ought to have always a ftanding 
Force of fix hundred Horfc, for which he 
receives from the Crown conftant Pay. There 
are Mines both of Gold and Silver in this Pro- 
vince, which arc held to be extraordinary 
rich ; but the Spaniards carry the Plate, and 
Horfcs and Mules over Land, and afFcd a 
great deal of Caution whenever they write of 
this Country, whether it be that they are 
apprehenfive of the Natives, or afraid that 
Strangers (hould attempt any thing by making 
Defccnts on the Side next California is un- 
certain. Thus much however we know, that 
Turkoifes, Emeralds, and other precious 
Stones are brought from thence to Mexico^ 
where they are much efteemcd and looked 
upon as much better than thofe which are 
found in other Parts of the Spanip America. 
The Governor enjoys his Poft for five Years, 
and then has a Succcflbr fent him, which is 

Erobably the Reafon he is fo much devoted to 
is own Intereft, and fo carelefs of that of 
the Public. Since the Accefiion of Philip V. 
Orders have been tranfmitted to the Viceroy 
of Mexico to fend a certain Number of poor 
Families into thefc Northern Provinces, which 
was certainly a very wife Step, fince the bed 
way of providing for the Safety of any Coun- 
try is to people it. . 

The 
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The Spaniards arc naturally cautious, and 
fomctimcs more fo than they need 5 but in 
this Cafe they arc certainly in the right. Dam^ 
pier more than once mentions the Poflibility 
of penetrating to the Gold Mines by making a 
Defcent on the Shore oppofite to California. 
On the other Side, if ever the French (hould 
become numerous in their Settlements on the 
River MiJJiJHppi^ the Spaniards will run no 
fmall Hazard from their Neighbourhood, as 
muft readily appear to any Man who confi- 
ders with what Addrefsthe French have fixed 
themfclves in St. Domingo. But if there 
were annual Draughts of People fent into 
New Mexico^ and there fettled in convenient 
Farms, they would quickly grow populous, 
it being natural for Mankind toincreafe more 
in cold than in hot Countries, efpecially where 
the Conveniencies of Life are to be had with 
Eafe. 

CHAP. IV. 

0/" Florida, and the IJlands belonging 
thereto. 

WE have already obfcrved that this 
Country was firft feen by Cabot^ and 
afterwards more thoroughly difcovered by 
"iobn Ponce de Leon^ to whom it owes its 
Name, It coft a great deal of Trouble before 
any Settlement could be made therein, and 

even 
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even now it is but a narrow and inconlidera- 
ble Province, at leaft in rcfpedk to the Spani^ 
ards\ though it might be of infinite Advan* 
tage either to us or to the French^ of which 
its prefent Matters are not a little apprehen- 
five. Heretofore, when they were ftrongcr, 
they pretended to queftion the Right, both 
of the Englijh and the French to their Settle- 
ments on the Main 5 but now the Tables are . 
turned, and inftead of plundering others, they 
are in pain for their own Pofleflions. 

The Spanijh Province of Florida is bound^ 
cd on the North by Mountains, and by the 
French Settlements behind them. On the 
Eaft, by Carolina, and the Channel of Ba^ 
hama 5 on the South, by the Gulph of Mex^ 
ico ; and on the Weft, by the French Settle- 
ments. Thus it is in a manner cut off from^, 
the reft of the Spanijh Settlements, and will 
be more efFedlually divided from them in 
proportion as the French incrcafe. 

The Air is pure and temperate, and the 
Country, generally fpeaking, healthy ; the 
Heats are indeed fomctimes very great, but 
they are allayed by the Sea Breezes, and to- 
wards the Apalatchi Mountains the Air is 
generally cool. Hence it is fuppofed the Na- 
tives derived that Firmnefs of Conftitution 
which diftinguifties them from other Indians, 
as well as their extraordinary Size, being 
larger, and more robuft than the Mexicans, as 
alfo longer lived. 

The 
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' The Soilis rich and fruitful, abounding 
with all Sorts of Timber and Fruit Trces^ 
cfpecially Pines,LaurcIs, Palms^ Ccdars,Cy prcfs 
and Chefnut Trees, but above all, Saflafras is 
here in the greateft Plenty ; and great Quan- 
tities are exported annually from hence. The 
Land produces alfo Corn, Roots, and Herbs 
in great Abundance with little Labour. Fleflii 
Fowl, and Fifli, are alfo plenty, or at leaft 
they might be fo, if thofc who are fettled in 
the Country were at all induftriousj and 
where People are not fo, it is impoffible they 
Ihould have Plenty. 

The Country is well watered, but it muft 
be owned there are no convenient Ports on 
the Spantjh Coafts, the Shore being full of 
Shoals and Sands, which, however, the Weak- 
ncfs of their Colonies confidered, may pof-fc 
fibly pafs for an Advantage, at leaft it has ac- 
tually proved fo, as often as they have bcert 
attacked; but perhaps no Government but 

. their own would truft fo much to fo preca- 
rious a Defence, cfpecially when Experiencd 
muft have put their Enemies upon providing 
againft it for the future. 
. The Natives of this Country are of an O- 
live Colour, robuft, agile, and extremely 
well proportioned \ they go naked, both Men 

. and Women, except only a Deer-fkin round 
the Middle \ but, to preferve themfelvcs from 
the Injuries of the Weather, they are painted 
with certain Juices which leave indelible 

Marks. 
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Marks. They have long black Hair, ^hich 
falls down upon their Shoulders, but they 
have a Method of combing, curling and 
twifting it about their Heads, fo as to make 
it look very agreeable and. becoming. The 
Weapons they ufe are Bows and Arrows, 
which they manage with great Dexterity. 
The Women are alfo remarkably graceful 
and well (hapcd. They are not only capable 
of performing all domcftic Offices, but nlfo 
of bearing their Hulbands Company when 
they go either to hunt or to War. On thcfe 
Occafions they will fwim over broad Rivers 
with their Children on their Backs. The 
Spaniards charge thcfc People with abundance 
of Vices, and though fome have fufpeftcd a 
little Partiality in what they fay concerning 
them, yet I find all who have had any thing 
to do with them agree that they are a bold, 
fubtle, and deceitful Nation. As an Inftance 
of this, I cannot but take Notice of a Fraud 
praftifed by them, which one would fcarce 
expect from fuch unpolifhed People. There 
are frequently Pieces of Ambergrcafe found 
upon their Coafts, and the Europeans being 
ready to purchafe them at a round Rate, the 
Indians have found a way to counterfeit Am- 
bergrcafe, and that lb well, as to cheat all 
who are not very good Judges. 

As to Religion, they are bigotted Idolaters, 

worfliipping the Sun and Moon as fupreme 

Deities, and bearing an irreconcilcable Hatred 

G to 
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to all Chriftians. In refpcd to Govcrnmcnf^ 
they have their Chiefs or Heads of Clans, to 
whom they are very fubmiflive; Such a lit- 
tle Prince is ftyled by them, Paraoujli^, he 
commands in chief, in time of War, and 
prefidcs in their Councils in time of Peace. 
Though Polygamy is not in ufe with the reft 
of the Nation, yet their Princes arc indulged 
in having three or four Wives j but the Chil- 
dren of the firft only arc efteemed legitimate, 
and capable of Succcflion. Their Priefts, 
whom they ftyle Jaoiinas^ have alfo a great 
Influence over them, and well they may, for 
they adl in no leJTs than three Capacities, viz. 
as Priefts, Prophets, or rather Conjurers, and 
Phyficians. Thefe Men are clad in long Robes 
made of Skins, prcferve always a very grave 
Appearance, fpeak little, live very abftemi- 
oufly, and in (hort take all the neceflary Pre- 
cautions to maintain that Empire they have 
gained over the Minds of their Countrymen. 
As Priefts, they pray and facrifice to the Sun; 
as Magicians, they pretend to foretcl the Suc- 
cefs of all Expeditions, Gfr. and as Phyficians, 
they bleed, bathe, vomit, and fweat the Sick 
till they either cure or kill themj and in ci- 
ther Cafe expert a Reward. 

The Spaniards^ as they have always lived 
in a State of War with thefe Indians^ to they 
havcconftantlyrcprefented them in theblackeft 
Colours, though (uch of our Countrymen as 
have had any thing to do with them, affirm 

they 
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they arc not fo bad, except as to their Subtil ty 
and Propenfity to Fraud, of which they have 
more than any other Natives oi America. 

The only Towns or Places of Strength, 
which the Spaniards are poflcflcd of, or have 
been poflefled of for a long Time in Florida^ 
are St. AuguJUne and St. Matthco. As to 
the former, it is feated in the Latitude of about 
30% and lies along the Shore at the Bottom of 
a Hill, in the Form of a Parallelogram, the 
Streets cutting each other at right Angles. A- 
bout a Mile North from the Town ftands the 
Caftlc, defended by four Baft ions. The For- 
tifications heretofore were bad, but have been 
lately repaired, and the Place furniflied with 
fifty Pieces of Cannon, fixteen of which arc 
Brafs, befides thofe which are in the Town, 
fortified alfo of late by fome Intrenchments. 
In 1586, when this Place was fcarce fettled. 
Sir Francis Drake took and pillaged it. In 
1665 it was taken again by Capt. Da'ois at 
the Head of a cbnfiderable Body of Buccha- 
neers. As for St. Matthco^ which was a lefs 
confiderable Place than St. Aiigujlim\ it lies 
fifteen Leagues North from thence, and v^ras 
beficged by us, when we were laft at War 
with the Spaniards^ but with little Advan- 
tage, not to fay any worfe of that Attempt* 

In the Year 1702, the People di Carolina 
formed a Defign of conquering what the 5/^- 
niards ftill hold in Florida^ andadually un- 
dertook it under the Command of Colonel 
. G 3 Moor 
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Moor their Governor. It cannot be fuppofed 
that he could raife a very great Body of 
Troops, confidcring the Limitations our Go- 
vernors in the lyejl Indies arc under, and 
that he was to march no lefs than three hun- 
dred Miles by Land. However, his Forces 
confided of at leaft five hundred E;?^///^, and 
fevcn hundred Indians. He ruined the Farms 
and Villages in the open Country, and be- 
fieged Si.AtfguJline three Months, at the end 
of which Time the Spaniards^ who were flow 
enough in all their Motions, fent fome Ships 
to its Relief, and on their firft Appearance 
Colonel Moor raifed his Siege, and retired 
precipitately, though in all Probability, if he 
had continued in his Camp, the Spaniards 
might not have thought themfclves ftrong c- 
nough to attack him. This fo effcftually 
difcouraged the People of Carolina^ that tho* 
the War between us and the two Crowns of 
. France and Spain continued ten Years after, 
yet they attempted nothing farther 5 and in- 
deed their Diftance, and the Difficulties they 
were under, and which have been fince re- 
moved, leave us no great Caufe to wonder at 
tlie Conduft they purfued. 

The fettling a Colony in Georgia in 1733, 
put Things in this Part of the World into 
quite a new Situation. The Spaniards were 
uneafy, and apprehenfive of our growing 
Power in Caroliiia^ and muft confequently 
be much more alarmed vvhcn the Danger 

. . ^ drew 
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drew nearer. The Spanijfj General oi Florida 
therefore began to make Difpofitions for a 
Rupture, and to talk very high, and yet on 
farther Confidcration in 1736, he thought 
proper to conclude and (ign a Treaty with an 
Englijh Officer* fent to treat with him ) for 
which, as I have been well informed, he was 
aftually fent for over into Old SpaUt^ and 
there executed. Since the breaking out of 
the War, in which we are atprcfent engaged, 
mz. in April 1740, General Oglethorpe un- 
dertook the Reduftion of this Place, in order 
to which, he marched with a confiderablc 
Body of Englijlj Troops, and a much larger 
of Indians. The Particulars of this Expedi- 
tion have as yet never been publiftied by Au- 
thority, and therefore I fliall not infill upon 
it long. The Spanijh Governor, it fcems, 
was a Man of great Experience, and having 
long had Intelligence of the Vifit defigned 
him, had increafcd his Forces to near a thou- 
fand Men. The Efiglip fcemed to have ta- 
ken Poflefiion of too many Places, fome of 
which were probably abandoned to them with 
that View. This afforded the Spanijh Officer 
an Opportunity of cutting off about one hun- 
dred and thirty Men, who were ported in the 
Negro Fort, under the Command of Colonel 
Palmer. This Difaftef, together with the 
apparent Impoffibility of doing any great 
Execution by the Batteries which had been 
raifed on the liland of iSz//?^//V/,. occafioned 
G 3 the 
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the raifing of the Siege toward the latter End 
of June^ and thereby put an End to the high 
Expedtations which had been raifed, from 
this Undertaking, which if it had fuccceded, 
muft have been attended with very extraor- 
dinary Circumftances ; of which, as my Sub- 
jedk is the SpaniJIo Settlements only, I chufc 
to fay no more at prefent. 

There is nothing more certain than that 
the Spdnijlo Florida is as good and fruitful a 
Country as any in America without Excep- 
tion ; and yet it is altogether as certain, that 
the Inhabitants are poor and miferable to the 
laft degree, which mufl be owing to the 
wretched Condudl of their Government in 
thefe Parts, and muft prove fatal to them 
fooner or later, fince if ever this Province 
falls either into our Hands or into thofc of 
the. French^ their Navigation will be very 
precarious, and the Wealth of the Ifle of 
Cuba be no longer tranfported to Spain. For, 
as heretofore the Inhabitants of that Ifle recei- 
ved great Supplies of Corn and other Provi- 
fions from Florida^ which they now have 
from La Vera CruZy fo, were it again fettled 
by an induftrious People, they would un- 
doubtedly cultivate their Lands, and tranf- 
port the Product of them into the adjacent 
Ifle of Cubay where the People are frequent- 
ly afflidcd with Dearths, in fpite of all the 
Precautions can be taken to prevent it. It 
mufl be own'd, that all the Coaft is fo (hallow, 

that 
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that no Port, capable of receiving great Ships 
could be made. But as leflcr Veflfels may an- 
chor fafely under the Guns of Fort St. Au^ 
gujline^ it is not to be doubted that even with 
thefethc Spaniards might be kept exceedingly 
in Awe, were they once to lofe the fmall 
Pofleflions they had here ; and this it is that 
makes them fo exceflively uneafy about their 
new Colony of Georgia. 

CHAP. V. 

Of the Audience of Guadalajara, or New 
Gallicia. 

THE vaft Country of l^ortb America^ 
in the Poflcflion of the Spaniards^ an- 
ticntly ftyled the Empire of Mexico^ is now . 
called New Spain 5 and though the whole be 
under the Obedience of one Viceroy, yet for 
the Sake of its being more eafily governed, it 
is divided into three Audiences, viz. Guada^ 
lajara^ Mexico^ and Guatimala. Ofthcfc, 
that which we are now to fpeak of, lies far- 
theft to the North, though on the Coaft of the 
South Seas. 

It lies between 20^ and 30^ N. L. and bc- 
- twecn 268^ and 273' of Longitude. On the 
North it is bounded by the Kingdom of New 
Mexico^ on the Weft by fcveral Provinces of 
the Audience of Mexico^ on the South by 
other Provinces of the fame Audience, and on 
G 4 the 
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the Eaft Its Shore is wafhcd by the Soutl) 
Sea. As it lies part in the temperate, part in 
the torrid Zone, its Climate differs pretty 
much 5 however, generally fpeaking, it is 
cfteemed whplefomc, and is certainly far more 
temperate than any Part of New Spain be- 
(idcs. The Soil is generally mountainous and 
woody, fo that the Coaft looks like a Defart, 
. yet it is indifferently fruitful, produces Euro^ 
pean and Indian Grain in Plenty j many va- 
luable Drugs, and very rich Silver Mines. 
On the Coaft alfo there is a good Pearl Fifhery.' 
This Country was difcovered, or at lead 
fettled by Nuno de Guzman 153 1. He found 
it inhabited by a brave and bold People, well 
armed, well cloathed, and who defended 
themfelves obftinately againft the Spaniards. 
Their Towns were tolerably well built and 
furniflied, neither were the People at all bar- 
barous, but managed both civil and military 
Affairs with great Addrefs and Regularity ; 
however, the Spanijh Writers charge them 
with fome horrid and unnatural Vices, which 
is the more extraordinary, confidering it is 
alfo affirmed that their Women were very 
beautiful, and of very engaging Behaviour. 
As it is well known thefe Conquerors treated 
them but roughly, feized their Lands, and 
deftroyed their Perfons, it is no great Won- 
<ier, that in order to colour this, they have 
clealt pretty freely with their Charadlers, 
which they might the more readily be tempt- 
ed 
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ed to, becaufe tbey had a moral Certainty 
that thefe poor Creatures never could have 
Juftice done them by any impartial Pen. 

This Audience is fubdividcd into fcvcn 
Provinces ; the firft of thdfe is Cinaloa^ which 
lies next to the Kingdom of New Mexico^ on 
the Shore of that called the Vermilian Sea. 
The Capital of this Province is the City of 
St. yobfty at a fmall Diftance from the Coaft ; 
behind this Province lies that of New liijcay^ 
which has no Communication with the Sea; 
however, the Inhabitants of it arc very rich, 
not only in Corn, Cattle, and other fuch like 
Commodities, but in Silver alfo, of which 
there are very rich Mines, in the Neighbour- 
hood of the City of St. "John of Bifcay^ its 
Capital 5 befidcs which, there is another con- 
fiderablc Town called St. Barbara. Adjoin- 
ing to this Province is that of the Zacatecas^ 
fo called from its ancient Inhabitants ; it rs 
alfo an inland Province, well inhabited, and 
abounding with large Boroughs, of which 
the principal are San Luis de los Zacatecas^ 
almoft under the Tropic of Cancer, Du^ 
rango^ a Bilhop's See, and a great T(*wn call- 
ed Nombre de Dios. The next Maritime 
Province to Cinaloa is called Culiacan^ and 
lies to the South ; its capital City hath the 
fame Name. Next to it, immediately under the 
Tropic of Cancer^ ftretchcd along the South ' 
SeaSy lies the Province of Chiametlan^ the 
Capital of which is ylquacara. ' The moft 
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fouthcrnProvincc on thcCoaft is that of X?/^^, 
in which, bcfides the Capital of the fame Name, 
is a very confiderablc Town called Campof^ 
tella. Behind this Province, yet fo as that a 
Corner of it touches the Sea, lies that ofGua^ 
dalajara^ properly fo called, having for its 
Capital a City of the fame Name, which is 
alfo the Head of the whole Audience, and 
the Seat of the Royal Courts of Juftice ; be- 
iidcs this, it is a Bi(hop*s See of a confiderablc 
Revenue, and very pleafantly feated on the 
Banks of the River Baranja^ and to the North 
of the Lake of Cbapala^ which is faid to be 
forty Leagues in Compafs. 

It muft be owned, that this is but a very 
fhort and dry Defcription of fo large a Coun- 
try, yet this may be the more eafily excufed, 
when it is confidered that very few of our 
Writers fay any thing of it at all ; and even 
the Spanip Writers treat very fupcrficially, 
becaufe, as they report, it is a Part of their 
Dominions which has but very little Trade; 
but I have Rcafon to believe that their Silence 
proceeds from wifer Motives. In (hort, fome 
of our Bucancers who had been taken in 
thefe Parts about forty Years ago, have left 
with their Friends in Jamaica^ Accounts of 
another Nature, which in few Words amount 
to this. The Sea Coafts are purpofcly deferted 
by the Spaniards^ that Strangers may not be a- 
bleto find any thing that may tempt them to 
land, or if they dolandout of Curiofity,may not 

know 
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know what to do next. The Ground of the/c 
Precautions is, not only fcveral Silver Mines, 
which wc have mentioned before, but al/b 
fomc of Gold, lately found in the Neighbour- 
hood of Campojlella^ of very great Value. The 
Ore they chufe to tranfportby Mules to Afex^ 
icOf rather than cxpofe fo valuable a Com- 
merce to be intercepted by Foreigners, which 
might very well happen if they ventured to 
fend jt in fmall Vcffels by Sea. 

The Spaniards are not very numerous 
throughout this whole Audience, except in 
the two great Cities of Guadalajara and Cam- 
pojlella. The Mejiizos^ however, make a 
confiderable Figure in point of Number and 
Eftate, but the Bulk of the People arc the 
Natives, who are, generally fpeaking, well 
treated here, bccaufe they are not of a Tem- 
per to be treated otherwife; and the EfFcds are 
anfwerable to fo good a Caufe, fince they are 
vifibly braver and politer than any of their 
Countrymen, and for all that appears, are well 
affeded to the Spaniards^ chiefly through the 
Inftigation of their Pricfts, for whom they 
have a great Eftcemj though they are far 
from being fuch Slaves to them as in other 
Parts of New Spain. Not only the Natives, 
but the SpaniardsVivc here to great Ages j and 
as they drain the Mar(hcs, and thin the Woods, 
it is obferved that the Climate grows daily 
better and better, infomuchthat many remove 
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hither from other Parts of the Empire of 
Mexico. 

• • • > 

C H A P. yi. 
Of the Audience ofMtxizo. 

THIS which is by far the nobleft Part 
of the Spanijh Dominions, hath on the 
North, the Country of Florida^ on the Eaft 
the North Sea, or Bay of Mexico^ on the 
South, theAudience of G//^//;;;/?/^, the Gulph 
of Honduras y and on the other Side the South 
Sea^ on the Weft, the Audience of Guada^ 
lajara. Its Extent is very great, its Soil fruit- 
ful, and though under the Torrid Zone^ its 
Climate indifferently cool, rich in all Sorts of 
defirable Commodities, Gold, Silver and Pre- 
cious Stones not excepted. In order however 
to have a juft Notion of this noble Country, 
it will be requifite to confider it as at prefent 
divided into feven Provinces, of each of 
which I will fpeak as clearly, and at the 
fame time, as concifely as poflible. 

The firft of thefe is the Province of Me^ 
choacan^ of very confiderable Extent. It is 
bounded on the North by the Province of 
Panuco^ and that of GuadaUjura^ on the 
Eaft by Panuco^ and Mexico Proper^ on the 
South by the laft mentioned Province, and 
the South Soa, which alfo bounds it on the 
Weft. The Climate is cxtrordinary good, 
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and the Soil wonderfully fertile, which makes 
it fo wholcfome that fick People go from other 
Parts of Mexico to recover their Health there. 
It abounds with Lakes, Rivers and Rills of 
clear brackifli Water, which are of admirable 
Ufe ; for though the Meadows through which 
they run abound with a rank Kind of Grafs, 
yet it is never found to prejudice their Cattle, 
but like other Salt Marflics, makes them ex- 
traordinary fat and fine. They have alfo a 
numerous Breed of good Horfcs, fit both for 
the Saddle and Draught. All Sorts of Fifli 
arc there in the utmoft Plenty, as the Name 
of this Province imports; for though wccall 
a certain Drug which grows there Mecboacan^ 
yet in the Indian Language that Word figni- 
fies a Place abounding with Fifli. Corn of 
all Sorts grows here in Plenty ; and no Conn* 
try in the World is better furnifhed cither 
with Fruit or Timber Trees. The Commo- 
dities for which it is chiefly famous are Sar- 
faparilla, Sulphur, Indigo, Safifras, Cocoa, 
Ambergreafc, Vanillas, Hides, Wool, Cot- 
ton, Silk, Sugar, &c. but the two principal 
Commodities are Silver, of which there arc 
feveral rich Mines j and the Root called M- 
choacan, fometimes White Rhubarb, from its 
Colour and EfFcdls; formerly it was in high 
Repute, and fold in Europe at a great Rate, 
but of late it is much funk both in its Repu- 
tation and its Price, the Rcfin of Jalap being 
found to anfwer all Intentions better. 

At 
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At the Time Cortex fubdued the Kingdom 
of Mexico^ Mechoacan was an independent 
Monarchy, and its Sovereign of fuch Power 
as to be formidable to the Mexicans^ to whom 
he was an inveterate Enemy. He was how- 
ever fo much intimidated when he heard of 
the Dcftrudlion of that Empire by the Spa^ 
niards^ that he fubmitted of his own Ac- 
cord J fo that Cortex gained this confiderablc 
Country by his Reputation only. It was 
then, and fomc Time after very populous; 
but the Indians are now grown thin, not fo 
much through any Severity of the Spaniards^ 
as by their introducing Luxury amongfl them^ 
which was unknown in earlier Times; for 
thefe People being of a weaker Conftitution 
than Europeans^ are lefs able to fupport Ex- 
ceflcs, to which however they arc naturally 
but too much inclined. 

At prefent the Cities in this Province arc 
numerouSj but the principal of them is that 
diftinguiflied by the fame Name of Mechoa- 
can \ it (lands very pleafantly on a large Ri- 
ver, and not far from a confiderablc Lake of 
the fame Name; the Spaniards call it Vale- 
/iolid', it lies in the Latitude of ig"^ lo' and 
forty-feven Leagues from Mexico^ large and 
beautiful, adorned with a fine Cathedral, and 
full of handfom Houfcs belonging to rich 
Spaniards, Owners of the Mines of Gua- 
naxoatOfWhich lie about twenty-eight Leagues 
to the North, and fifteen Leagues farther 

there 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SPANISH AMERICA, in 

there are others which are ftill richer, A- 
mongft the moft confiderable Places in this 
Province, may be reckoned the Town of 
St Philip, that of St. Michael, the Concep- 
tion, and the Port of Sacatula, at the Moutli 
of a River of the fame Name: It may not 
be amifs to obferve, that for Reafons before 
afllgned, the Spaniards carry on the greatcft 
Part of the Trade of this Province by Land, 
in whicii they are the more excufable, con- 
fidering there are but very bad Ports here, in- 
deed fcarce any that can be properly called 
fo. 

The next Province is that of Mexico Pro- 
per, which hath to the North that of Pa- 
nuco, to the Eaft that of Tlafcala, to the 
South the Pacifick Ocean, and to the Weft 
the Province of Mechoacan: As it is the moft 
confidered, fo it is alfo one of the fineft Pro- 
vinces in this great Empire. The Climate is 
indeed variable, fo that Strangers fometimes 
complain of its exceflive Heat, and the Na- 
;tives again arc apt to (brink under its Cold; 
-however Europeans, of found Conftitutions, 
agree that it is both pleafant and temperate. 
The Soil is remarkably fruitful, and though 
the Mexicans are as luxurious in their Tem- 
pers, and have as much Money wherewith 
to indulge their Luxury as any other People 
in the World, yet all the Neceflarics of Life 
arc extremely cheap, which is a pregnant Proof 
of the Plenty that reigns here. As to the 
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Commodities of this Province, they are much 
the fame with thofe oi Mechoacan before- 
mentioned, except that the Mines afford a 
much greater Quantity of Silver, and that 
this Silver holds fometimes a very confidera- 
ble Portion of Gold, of which we (hall here- 
after have occafion to fpeak. As to the Hif- 
tory and Conqucft of this Country, it has 
been already fufficicntly explained in the 
former Book, and therefore we fliall not med- 
dle with it again here. 

The Royal City of M^rx/Vo is the Capital 
of this Province, of the Audience, and of all 
New Spairtj This famous City is featcd at 
the Foot of a Chain of Mountains, in the 
Midft of a great Lake called from thence Tbe 
Lake of Mexico. In Point of Regularity, it 
is the bed built City perhaps in the Univerfe, 
the Streets being fo ftrait, and fo exadtly dif- 
pofed, that from any Part thereof the whole 
is vifiblc. The SpaniJIj Writers place it in 
the Latitude of 19^ 40'. There are five En- 
trances into it, over as many Caufeways, and 
the Want of thrcc Things render it very re- 
markable, thefe arc Gates, Walls and Artillery. 
All the Buildings are convenient, fome of 
them very magnificent, cfpecially the Cathc- 
:dral. Churches, Monaftcries and Nunneries; 
of the former there are twenty-nine, and of 
the latter twenty- two: You may guefs at the 
Riches of thcfc from the Revenue of the 
Cathedral, which amounts to at leaft feventy 
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tlioufand Pounds a Year, out of which the 
Archbilhop receives annually fifteen thoufand 
Pounds, bcfides prodigious Sums that accrue 
to him by Way of Perquifites. To fay the 
Truth, the Church is unreafonably rich, for 
it enjoys the Whole of what we in England^ 
would call Property, that is to fay, the Clergy 
are the fole Ground-Landlords in this Place, 
which is the Reafon that few Spaniards care to 
fettle there. Many Writers have reported impro-^ 
bablc, not a few incredible Things of Mexico. 
In order to avoid therefore following their 
Stcps,I (hall flick clofe toa SpaniJhAuihor who 
refided there long enough to be perfedlly ac- 
quainted with it, and who in other Refpcdls 
writes freely, and with great Sincerity; he 
aflures us that it is above fix Miles in Com* 
pafs, and that it contains about a hundred 
thoufand Inhabitants, that they are rich to an 
immenfe Degree, and that the moft valuable 
Commodities of the Eaji and ire^ Indies^ 
together with thofe of Europe^ are daily ex- 
pofed to Sale in their Markets j but as to 
what our Countryman G^:^^ tells us of his 
feeing two thoufand Coaches there driving 
for Diverfion in an Evening, we muft either 
believe that it happened in the Night, and that 
he dreamt it, or if he really look'd upon the 
Coaches, that at leaft he faw double* The 
far greater Part of thefe Inhabitants are Blacks 
or Mulattos, the reft Spaniards^ who refidc 
there as long as they continue in Office, or 
^ H till 
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till they have acquired fuch a Fortune as fa-i 
tisfies them. Belides all the King's Courts, 
this City is honoured with an Uniyerfity, is the 
Seat of an Archbifliop, and hath a Tribunal 
of the Inquifition. We may form fome Idea 
of the Riches of the People by the Tenths 
colledled from the eleven Prelates fubjedt to 
this Archbifliop, which amounts to upwards 
of half a Million of Pieces of Eight, thofe 
Prelates receiving at leaft twelve hundred thou- 
fand Pounds Sterling per Annum. 

But there is another Method of calculating 
the Wealth of Mexico^ which I will prcfent 
to the Reader, becaufe I am pretty confident 
he will find it no where elfc. There was 
brought into the King's Exchequer at Mex-^ 
ico in the Year 1730, fome what better than a 
Million of Marks of Silver; this was the 
King's Duty from the Mines, which ought 
to be one Fifth of the Metal taken out of 
them. It is true moft People think the King 
is pretty roundly cheated 5 but becaufe this 
does not appear to us, we will fuppofe he is 
honeftly paid, and that this is the nfthPart of 
what is dug out of the Mines. The whole 
therefore mufl amount to five Millions of 
Marks. A Mark is a Weight equivalent to 
eight of our Ounces, fo that if we compute 
tJiis Silver at 5 s.per Oz. then the Inhabitants 
of Mexico receive annually from their Mines 
ten Millions of Money. 
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Wc have neither Room nor Inclination to 
enter here into an Account of the Manners of 
the People, or if wc had, faying that they 
arc lazy and profufc, would fcrve as well as 
if we wrote Pages about them. The iin- 
meafc Wealth which fome of them poflcfs 
intoxicates them to fuch a Degree, that thro' 
meer Mifmanagement they run it out. As 
JFor the Spaniards^ they are very unjuft and 
oppreflive, and their Clergy miferably igno- 
rant, and withal Bigots to the laft degree, and 
of very fcandalous Morals, if their own Wri- 
ters may be believed. With all this Gran- 
deur and Wealth, the military Strength of 
this Place is incredibly low ; the Viceroy has 
not about his Perfon above four or five hun- 
dred Men, which is perhaps owing to the 
Jealoufy of the Government at home, for 
otherwife he might, for an inconfiderable Ex- 
pence, be much better provided. To fay the 
Truth, the Place is in very little Danger from 
foreigners, at the fame time that it muft be 
owned there would be a great Rifquc run in 
putting Arms into the Hands of fuch an un- 
ruly People as the Bulk of the Inhabitants in 
this City really are, who on the flighted Grie- 
vances threaten their Viceroys to burn them 
in their Palaces, or to tear them in pieces if 
they ftir out, and who have more than once 
fliewn a ftrong Inclination to be as good as 
their Words. 

H 2 One 
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One would imagine that this great City 
Tvould hinder there being any other confide- 
rable Places in this Province y but it is far 
from being fo, for there are many, even in? 
the very Lake, and befides thcfe, not a few 
fcattcrcd up and down the Country, fuch as 
Prtalanfiatalutla^ which are maritime Places^ 
OJluma^ TnfcOy Cuernabaca^ Atlifco^ fcattered 
lip and down the Province^ and extremely 
well peopled by Indians. 

But afterM?x/V^, the moflconfiderable town^ 
or that at leaft which deferves moft Notice 
from us, is Acapulco^ the Haven of Mexico- 
for the l^wth Seas. The Town is pretty large^ 
f)ut not well built, whence fome have made 
very falfe Conclufions as ta its Wealth and 
Importance. That the Town is but mean is 
indifputablei and two extraordinary Caufe& 
there are for it. The firft of thefe is the 
Frequency of Earthquakes^ and every body 
knows that it would not be only ridiculous^. 
but very dangerous to build ftrong, fubftan- 
tial Houfes, in a Place liable to fiich Acci- 
dents, where the (lighter the Houfc, the fafer 
thofe who inhabit it^ The fecond Reafon is^ 
she Unheaithinefs of the Pkce, which is fuch 
that, except when their Bufinefs calls them hi- 
ther, few Spaniards arc to be fecn in the 
Town, and then they ftay no longer than needs 
rhuft, leaving their Dwelling and Warehoufes 
to the Care of Servants. 1 fufpeft there may 
be iiddcd to this, a third Caufc, at leaft as 

ilrong 
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{flrong as any of the reft^ and that is the fmalt 
Inclination thefe People have to dwellr on the 
Coaft at any Rate. Now the Rcafon of their 
repairing frequently to Acapulco^ is its being 
the grand Port of New Spain for the Trade of 
Peru and the Eaji Indies^ as the Harbour of 
La Vera Cruz is for the North Seas and the 
European Trade ; but in order to form a juft 
Notion of thefe Matters, we muft enter into 
a more particular Detail. 

The Port of Acapulco is allowed by all pro- 
per Judges to be an excellent one, far fupcrior 
to any in thefe Seas. It lies i7*» N. L. and its 
Haven is not only fafe and commodious, but 
withal fo very large, that feveral hundred 
Ships may anchor therein without running any 
Hazard of one injuring another. Tliere is 
a fmall low Ifland eroding the Mouth of the 
Harbour; it is about a Mile and a half long, 
and half a Mile broad, ftretching Eaft and 
Weft. It leaves a good, wide, and deep Channel 
at each End, where Ships may fafely go in 
or come out, taking the Advantage of the 
Winds : They muft enter with the Sea Wind, 
and go out with the Land Wind ; for thefe 
Winds fcldom or never fail to fucceed each 
other alternately in their proper Seafon of the 
Day or Night. The wcftermoft Channel is 
the narroweft, but fo deep, there is no anchor- 
ing ; and the Manila Ships pufs in that Way, 
but the Ships (torn Lima enter thro* the South 
Weft Channel. This Harbour runs in North 

II 3 about 
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about three Miles, then growing very narrow^ 
it turns fliort about to the Weft, and runs a-, 
bout a Mile farther, where, it ends. The 
Town ftands on the North Weft Side ) at the 
Mouth of this narrow Paflage, clofe by- the 
Sea, and at the End of the Town, there is a 
Platform with a great many Guns. Oppofitc 
to the Town, on the Eaft Side, ftands a high 
llrong Caftlc, faid to have forty Guns of a 
very great Bore. Ships commonly ride near 

.the Bottom of the Harbour, under the Com- 
mand both of the Caftlc and the Platform. 

Moft of our Writers who have mention 'd 
this Place and its Trade, have run into an 
Krror as to its Commerce with Pcru^ which 
they confine to the annual Ship from Lima. 

- This has no Foundation, in Truth; for at 
all other Seafons of the Year, fave that where- 
in the Acapulco Ship arrives, which is about 
Chrtjlmai^ the Trade is open, and Ships of 
Peru come thither frequently, fell their own 
Commodities, and carry back thofc of Mexico*, 
but inafmuch as the great Importance of this 

' Place fprings from the annual Ships of Lima 
and Manila ; thefe are all the Veltels faid to 

• come hither by our Voyage- Writers, who 
colleft only from general Reports, and there- 
fore we need not wonder at their falling into 
Miftakcs of thisNature,in contradiding which, 
we make ufe of the beft Authority, that of 
iS]^^;;//Z> Authors, who have refided long on 
the Spot, and have be?n intercfted in the 
Commerce there, v 
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In the former Book we have given an Ac- 
count of the Difcovery of the Pbilippin^ 
IJlandSy and their being conquered by the 
Spaniards. As they are much richer, and of 
far greater Importance to that Crown than 
we commonly imagine, fo undoubtedly the 
Spaniards arc ftronger and better provided in 
thof? Parts than we have any Accounts of, as 
may be infallibly concluded from the vaft 
Riches which their Governors and even their 
under Officers acquire there. Yet the only 
Commerce they have with the reft of the 
World is this, by the Port of Acapulco. Our 
accpmpliflied Admiral, Sir John Narborougb^ 
reported that there were feven or eight Ships 
concerned in this Trade y but nothing is more 
certain than that he was mlfinformed, for 
till within thefe thirty Years, there never was 
any more than one annual Ship which pafled 
between Manila and Anapulco. Now indeed 
there arc two, one the Galleon or trading Ship 
^nd the other a kind of Convoy. The Con- 
voy is a Frigate of between twenty and thirty 
Guns, the Qalleon a prodigious, unwcildy 
Veflel of a thoufand, fomctimcs. twelve hun- 
dred Ton Burthen, This is the EfFcdl of 
that ftria Regulation whereby the Inhabitants 
$re tied down to fend no more than this Ship 
every Year. It is laden with all the rich Pro-r 
dudls of the Eaft, fuch as Ambcrgreafe, Civet, 
Bezoar, very large oriental Pearl, vaft Quan- 
tities of Piece Goods, and the Value of about 
H 4 , ahun^ 
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a hundred thoufand Pound Sterling in Gold 
Duft. This Voyage to Acapulcq is extremely 
dangerous, as it is by far the, longed from 
Land to Land that can be made. They touch 
indeed at Guam^ one of the Ladrones^ and, 
except a Day or two's Stay there, pafs three 
thoufand Leagues without feeing any thing 
but Sea and Sky. Nothing certainly but the 
vafi Wealth that is acquired could tempt Men 
to run fuch a Hazard ; but when it is confi- 
dered that the Captain of the Galleon makes 
forty thoufand Pieces of Eight, the Pilot 
twenty thoufand, each of his two Mates nine 
thoufand, and every common Seaman a thou- 
fand if he manages prudently, we cannot be 
amazed. They fail generally from Manila 
towards the latter End of the Month oi June^ 
and arrive vXAcapulco within ten Days before, 

• or ten Days after Chrijlmas always. 

About the fame time comes the annual 

,. Ship from Lima, laden with the richeft Com-* 
modities of Peru^ and at leaft two Millions 
of Pieces of Eight j . thefe are to be laid out 
in the Purchafe of Indian Commodities that 
the Fair of Acapulco^ which lafts fometimes 
thirty Days, and at which fuch as come from 
the Eaji Indies furnifh themfelvcs with all 
Sorts of Btiropean Goods, brought hither 
over Land from the Port of Vera Cruz. It 
js cafily conceived what a mighty Alteration 
happens at Acapulco on the Commencement 
^f this Fair, which from a dirty dreary Vil- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SPANISH AMERICA, iit 

lagc, or at Icaft very inconfidcrablc/Town, 
exalts it into a populous City, crowded with 
the richcft Commodities of both the Indies. 
When the Fair is over, the Goods belopging 
to the ikTfx/Vj^ Merchants are tranfported over 
Land by Mules ; thofc which are fent into 
Peru are laden not only on the annual Ship, 
but on many others; and the Galleon, as 
foon as it is poflible, prepares for her Return 
to Manila. By the Way wc muft remark, that 
heretofore the Zr/wj Ship was of very incon- 
fiderable Force, but of late, fince our Priva- 
teers have found the Way into the South Seas^ 
they never employ any Veflel carrying lefs 
than forty Guns, and fhe alfo is allowed a 
Tender, fometimes two. 

The Galleon, in her Return from Acapnia 
CO to Manila, makes a much fafer and fpec- 
dier Voyage than in coming, for falling down 
from i7<* to 19® of Latitude, fhe runs away 
before the Wind, and performs a Courfe of 
about two thoujfand Leagues in ten, twelve, or 
thirteen Weeks at the moft. Her Return is 
cxpeftcd with great Impatience by reafon of 
the great Want the Inhabitants of thofc Parts 
have of the Goods {he brings. Befides, in 
her comes Money for the Pay of all the Gar- 
rifons which are faid tocoft the King of Spain 
two hundred and fifty thoufand Pieces of 
]£ight per Annum, which is true ; but then 
they reckon without any Notice taken of the 
immcnfe Quantity of Spices and other rich 

Com* 
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Commodities brought from thence, or even. 
of the large Quantity of Gold mentioned be- 
fore, which will much more than balance 
that Account, 

The next Province in the Audience of 
Mexico is that of Ttlafcala^ which has the 
» Happinefs of lying both on the North and 
South Seas. Its Boundaries arc thus : On 
the North it has part of the Province of Pa^ 
' nucOj on the Eaft the Gulph of Mexico \ on 
the South the Pacijick Ocean ; and on the 
Weft the Province oi Mexico proper. 

As to the Climate and Soil of this Province, 
they are much the fame with thofc of Mexico^ 
only fome think the former lefs variable, anci 
the latter more fruitful. As it is perhaps, the 
bed feated, fo it is beyond Qucftion, the mofl: 
populous Country in all America^ which is 
owing to many Caufes ; fome of which it 
may not be improper to mention. In the 
firft Place wc muft obfervc that the Utafca^ 
lans vicxQ. never conquered, but as they werQ 
originally the Allies of Cortez, fo by his Re- 
commendation, they have ever fince been 
confidered in that Light by the Spanijh Go-. 
vernment, which is perhaps the only true 
Point of Policy they purfue. By this Means 
the Villages and Towns fwarm with Indians, 
who are quite different People from their 
Neighbours ; for whereas the latter are grown 
fcnfclcfs and ftupid, through the long. Con-, 
tinuancc of Slavery and Opprcflionj theft 

have 
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have all the Fire and Spirit that is natural to 
a free People. They fpeak the Spantfb 
Tongue, and fcarce any other ; they are pcr- 
feilly reconciled to the Spanijh Cuftoms, and 
are fo grateful for the Countenance and Re- 
fpedt fliewed them, that it is conceived the 
Government may more fafely depend upon 
them than upon the Mejiizos, though the lat- 
ter are adually defccnded from Spaniards. 
One may very well wonder that having fuch 
an Inftancc before their Eyes, the Viceroy 
and his Council do not treat the Indians in 
general better; perhaps they may have their 
Reafons, though, to us, they feem paft find- 
ing out. 

There are in this Province many great and 
rich Towns, amongft which, not to detain the 
Reader too long, we will fpeak biit of three. 
Tlafcaia^ anciently the Capital of the Pro- 
vince, now no more than an Indian Town, 
(lands very pleafantly on the Bank of a Ri- 
ver which runs into the South Sea. It 
is well inhabited, and its Inhabitants are, for 
Indians^ very rich. Few Spaniards refidc 
here, yet fome there are. At a fmall Di- 
ftance from thence (lands Puebla de los Ange^ 
Iqs^ i. e. The City of the Angels, which is 
now the Capital of the Province, and much 
the fined Place in it. It vies for Beauty and 
Magnificence with Mexico itfclf, and one may 
gueft at the Richnefs of the Place by the Re- 
venue of the Cathedral and its Chapter, 

whch, 

Digitized by VjQOQIC 



>a4 5f Concise History gT 

Vhich amounts io three hundred thouianc} 
Pieces of Eight per Annum. 

The City of La Vera Cruz^ .which is the 
great Port o£New Spain^ on the North Seas, 
Jtands alfo in this Province, and very well 
deferves a particular Dcfcription. When Cor^ 
iez landed on this Coaft, in order to under* 
take the Conqucft of Mexico, he founded 
the City of Old Vera Cruz, which he fo 
named, becaufe he landed there on Good-' 
Friday I this was in ici8, but fincc.thea 
great Alterations have happened, and this 
City is partly decayed, partly deftroyed, the 
Caufes of which have been many. In the 
firft Place the Port was found to be very bad, 
next the City was fhewn, by Experience, to 
be extremely unwholefome, and laftly it 
proved to be very weak and defencelefs. At 
about fifteen or fixteen Miles diftance, a very 
ftrong and fafe, though not capacious Port 
was difcovercd, capable of being efFedlually 
prote(fled by a Fort built upon a triangular 
Rock, which Fort, when erccfled, was caird 
Saint John de U/ua. By Degrees, the Spa^ 
niards ereflcd a Town in the Neighbourhood 
of this Fort, which, in Proccfs of Time, 
drained the old Town, and was thence called 
New Vera Cruz. It ftands in the Latitude of 
19* 16' and is not very confiderable, cither 
for its Bulk, or for the Magnificence of its 
Buildings ; for on the one Side being expofed 
to vail Clouds of dry Sand, and on the other 

to 

Digitized by VjOOQIC^'V: 



SPANISH JMERlC/l. t2§ 

to the Exhalations of very rank Bogs, it is 
fo very unwholcfom, that fcarcc any Spa^ 
niards of Note rcfidc there conftantly ; and 
to this we properly may afcribe its being at 
prefcnt, and having always been a Place of 
no great Strength, as appears by its having 
been taken by feme French and Dutch Bu- 
chancers in 1683, and the Apprchenfions its 
Inhabitants are in on the Appearance of any 
ftrange Ships ever fincc. 

In Point of Trade however it is one of the 
nioft confiderable Places, not only in the new, 
but perhaps in the whole World* It receives 
from Acapulca over Land, a vaft Quantity of 
Eajl India Commodities: The Ware-houfes 
here arc generally full of European Goods ; 
and the Merchants of Vera Cruz^ carry on 
a Trade as great as it is po.ffible for Spaniards 
to carry on throughout z\\ America. In its 
Port the Flota is obliged, to winter ; and on 
its Arrival, there is a prodigious Fair held 
here which quite changes the Afpedl of the 
City for the Time it lafts, which is fome- 
times for many Weeks, for it is opened as 
foon as the Ships arrive in the Port, and does 
not end till they are ready to fail. Some 
Writers,, without diflinguiftiing between the 
City and Citizens, would have us believe 
that this Place is immenfely rich, which is 
ftri<aiy and literally true in the Fair Time, 
but can fcarce be allowed fo at any other, at 
leaft of late Years, fincc the richeft Mer- 
chants 
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chants not only rcfidc at the City of Angek; 
the far greater Part of the Year, but alfo 
keep their Plate there till fuch.Time as the 
Flota is on the very Point of failing, a ne- 
ceflary Precaution, fince Experience has (hewn 
how eafy La Vera Cruz may be furprized, 
though perhaps it might be difficult enough 
to keep it. Its conftant Inhabitants are only 
Mulattos and Mejlizos^ with a few Spanijb 
Fadlors, who flay to make Fortunes; and 

I Jong, to be fure, they need not ftay in a 
Place,' where a Man who hath half a Million 
of Pieces of Eight, is not thought rich, or 
any thing more than what we call well to 
pafs. The whole of the Inhabitants of Vera 
CruZf including Slaves, may be about three 

. thoufand, and the Compafs of the City is 
about half a Spamjh League. 

Behind the Province of Tlafcala lies that 
of Panuco, which is very large and finely 
fituated. On the North it is bounded by 
Florida^ and part of the Audience of Gua^ 
dalajara^ on the Eaft by the Gulph of Mexico, 
on the South by the Provinces of Tlafcala 
and Mexico Proper, and on the Weft by that 
of Mechoacan. It was one of the firft Dif- 

' covcries of the famous Cortez^ who took a 
*grcat deal of Pains to conquer and plant it, 
though the Country be rather fruitful and 
plcafant than rich. Its Inhabitants made a 
very vigorous Refiftance, and were not fub- 
ducd without confiderable Lofs; however, 

by 
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hj the building fevcral Cities^ they have fince 
been thoroughly bridled, which is perhaps 
one Reafon why many of them chofe to retire 
into Florida^ rather than remain "Slaves in 
their native Country, On this Account we 
find this Province but indifferently peopled, 
and little Notice taken of it in feveral Au- 
thors, notwithftanding its having a very ex- 
tended Sea Coaft, along the Gulph of Mex^ 
ico, with feveral Roads and Creeks, though 
no great Ports. Its Capital hath the fame 
Name with the Province, as hath alfo the 
River upon which it ftands, which is large 
and navigable. The City of Panuco^ which 
is a Bifhop's See, lies in the Latitude of 21^ 
50' at th« Diftance of about twenty Leagues 
from the Sea ; it contains about five hundred 
Families, and the Houfes therein are built of 
Stone, which renders them ftrong and clean, 
and are neatly thatched with Palmetto Leaves. 
There are other confiderable Places in the 
Province, fuch as that of 5/. Jagode losVal^ 
les^ which lies higher than that of Panuco^ 
on the fame River, and fome others, which, 
to avoid fwelling this Article, I (hall not 
mention. 

On the other Side of the Province of 77^/1 
cala^ lies that oiGuaxaca^ as well fituated 
as any in America. On the North it has the 
Gulph of Mexico; on the Eaft the Province 
oi'fabafcOy and the Audience of G«^/7// wtf /a; 
on the South the Pacific Ocean \ and on the 

Weft 
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Weft the Province of TIa/cala. The GU 
mate is tolerable, and the Soil rich, produ- 
cing two very valuable Drugs, Cochineal and 
VincUoes, the former a rich Dye, and the 
latter a valuable Perfume j it grovyrs in various 
Parts of the Kingdom of Mexico^ but no 
'where in fuch Plenty as here, we will there- 
fore take this Opportunity of defcribing it. 
The Vinello is a little Cod full of fmall black 
Seeds ; it is four or five Inches long, about 
Ihe Bignefs of the Stem of a Tobacco Leaf, 
and when dried much refembling it ; fo that 
our Privateers at lirft have often thrown them 
away, when they took any, wondering why 
the Spaniards fliould lay up Tobacco Stems. 
This Cod grows on a fmall Vine, which 
climbs about and fupports itfelf by the neigh- 
bouring Trees j itfirft bears a yellow Flower, 
from whence the Cod afterwards proceeds. 
It is firft green, but when ripe, it turns yel- 
low I then the Indians (whofc Manufadurc 
it is, and who fell it cheap to the Spaniards) 
gather it and lay it in the Sun, which makes 
it foft ; when it changes to a Chefnut Colour, 
Then they frequently prefs it between their 
Fingers, which makes it flat. The principal 
Ufe of this Perfume is to give a Flavour to 
Chocolate, and fometimes Tobacco ; in both 
which it is extremely agreeable. This Pro- 
vince of Guaxaca is but very thinly inhabi- 
ted, for which ho fufRcient Reafon appears,, 
fince it wants not good Ports both on the 

North 

•Digitized by CjOOglC 



SPANISH AMERICA. 129 

North and in the South Seas, fuch as Ajua^ 
tulco^ formerly taken by Sir Francis Drake, 
which though a fmaH, is yet a very fafe and 
commodious Harbour, though there is now 
fcarce fo much as a Village in its Neighbour- 
hood. On the other Side, in the Gulph of 
Mexico^ Ships ride fafely at the Mouth of the 
River Aharado. The Capital of the Pro- 
vince is an inland City of a middling Size, and 
indifferently built, feated in a fair and fmitful 
Plain J its proper Name is Antcqucra\ but it 
is commonly called Guaxaca ; it is a Bi(hop's 
See of confiderable Revenue, and fome rich 
Families, dcfcended from the old Spanijh 
Conquerors, have their Habitations there, 
•Other Places of Note in this Province are St. 
yago^ Spiritu Santo, and St. Ildefonfo. I 
fiiall conclude what I have to fay of this Coun- 
try, by obferving that a great Part of the Ef- 
tatcs of the Family of Cortex He here. 

Eaft* from this Province lies that of Tlx- 
bafco, ftretched along the Gulph oi Mexico, 
and of a very inconfiderable Extent. North 
it is bounded by that Gulph, Eaft by the 
Province of Tucatan\ South by part of the 
Audience of Guatimala, and Weft by the 
Province of Guaxaca. As it is a narrow Slip 
by the Sea Shore, neither its Soil nor its Cli- 
mate are much to be boafted of, the one be- 
ing far from wholefome, and the other not 
over fruitful. Our Logwood-Cutters were 
wont to frequent this Coaft much, and pro- 
I cured 
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cured great Advantages to themfclves by tra- 
ding with the Spaniards^ who are very glad 
of any Supplies of European Commodities, 
having no Ports of tlieir own, and lying at a 
confidcrablc Diftancc from La Vera Cruz. 
^hcrc are no Mines here, which is one Rea- 
son perhaps why it is fomewhat negledled; 
yet the People have good Farms, well flock- 
ed with Cattle, which yield them confidera- 
blc Profit 5 and befides they have great Plenty 
of Cocoa, which they fend laden on Mules to 
Vera Cruz. The only Town of Note is in 
the' caftern Corner of the Province, and is 
called by the Spaniards^ Nuejlra Sennora de 
laVittoria^ i. c. Our Lady of Vidlory. 

The laft Province in the Audience of 
Mexico is that of Tucatan^ or, as the Spani^ 
ards fpell it, Jucatan. It is a Peninfula, fur- 
rounded on the North and on the Weft by 
the Gulph of Mexico^ on the Eaft. by the 
Gulph o£ Honduras, on the South by part of 
the Audience of Guatimala, and the little 
Province of Tabajco. It is in all Rcfpedts a 
moft noble Country, and as fuch defervedly 
commended by Herrera, and all the Spanijh 
Writers, The Climate is pretty warm in the 
Summer, which begins in the Month of yf- 
/r/7, and ends in tnat of September. The 
Winter Scafon is indifferently cool, excepting 
the Months of y^wi^^;^ 2inA February y which 
are almoft as hot as in the Midft of Summer ; 
yet, on the whole, the Country is very whole- 

fome. 
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fome, cfpccially a fort of mountainous Traft 
which rans acrofs it, where when the Spani^ 
erds entered America^ there were fome ///- 
dians three hundred Years old, and the Na- 
tives ftill live to a vaft Age, The Days and 
Nights are pretty near equal all the Yeat 
round ; and this, with the Sea Breezes, makes 
the Heat tolerable enough. The Soil is in- 
differently good, produces Plenty of Corn, 
when fufficiently cultivated, and abounds 
with Cattle of all Sorts ; but the principal 
Commodity is Logwood, for which the Bay 
of Campeacby is defervedly famous. But in 
as much as no Mines have been difcovered in 
this Country, whatever Plenty there may be 
of other ufeful things, the Spaniards are not 
fond of making Settlements here, which with- 
out doubt is one great Caufc of its abounding 
fo much with Indians. Thefe however live,, 
generally fpeaking, in fubmiffivc Obedience 
to the Spaniards. In the Bay of Campeachy^ 
they are made ufe of in making Salt, which is a 
very laborious Employment, the poor Crea- 
tures being forced to endure all Extremities 
of Weather, without either Houfe or Hut to 
protedl them ; they Hkewife keep their Cat- 
tle, and do every other fcrvilc Oifice, though 
but unwillingly ; for when an Opportunity 
offers, they are furc to embrace it, and fairly 
run away into the Woods, or clfc take Shelter 
in fome uninhabited Iflands^ where they live 
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in a State of Nature, though not much at 
their Eafe. 

Some of the 5/^w}Z^ Writers would have 
us believe that the Natives were extremely 
barbarous, till civilized by them, and particu- 
larly that they devoured human Flefli. This 
however fcems to defcrve no great Credit, 
fincc after the ftrifteft Enquiry that can be 
made, we have no Certainty that any of the 
Indians^ how barbarous foever, either now do, 
or ever did eat human Flefh, except it may 
be in Time of War, the Flefli of their Ene- 
mies, not bccaufeit was grateful to them, but 
bccaufe it was a Mark of Viftory, and a Gra- 
tification of their Revenge. Befidcs, thefe 
Indians live quietly enough in their Villages, 
and arc extremely fubmiffive to their Padres 
or Priefts ; fo that the Spaniards have no need 
to invent any fuch Stories, except it be toex- 
cufe their own Cruelty, which is not fo great 
now as it has been, and which was always * 
contrary to their Laws, and repeated Edifts 
from the Court oi Spain ^ which in this, as in 
moft other cafes, were received with all out- 
ward Demonftrations of Refpedt, and perhaps 
publiflied with much Solemnity, but within 
a few Months, when the King's Officers had 
made the moft of Difpenfations, as little mind- 
ed as if they had never been heard of. 

There are in this Province feveral little 
Towns, but four only of any confiderable 
Bignefs,and of which it isneceflary we fliould 
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give the Reader fome Account The firft of 
thefe is Campeacby^ or, as it is called by the 
Spaniards^ San Francifcode Campecbe. It is 
a fair Town ftanding on the Shore in a fmall 
bending of the Land, and is the only Town 
on all this Coaft, even from Cape Catocbe to 
La Vera Cruzy that ftands open to the Sea, 
It makes a fine Shew, being built all vrith 
good Stone. The Houfcs are not high, but 
the Walls very ftrong ; the Roofs flattifh, af- 
ter the Spantjh Faftion, and covered with 
Pantile. There is a ftrong Citadel, or Fort 
at one End, mounted with many Guns, where 
the Governor refides with a fmall Garrifon to 
defend it. Though this Fort commands the 
Town and Harbour, yet it has been twice ta- 
ken. Firft, by Sir Cbriflopber Mims^ who a- 
bout the Year 1659 having fummoned the 
Governor, and afterwards ftaid three Days 
for an Anfwer before he landed his Men, yet 
then took it by Storm, and that only with 
fmall Arms. This Man \vas fo bold, that 
when the old Jamaica Privateers would have 
pcrfuaded him to make ufe of Fraud, in ta-. 
king the Place, he rejedled their Counfel with 
the utmoft Indignation, adding, « I come 
" hither to get, and not to ftcal Vidorics j " 
whereupon he marched to the Attack with 
Drums beating and Colours flying. It was 
taken a fecond Time by Engli/h and French 
Buchaneers by Surprize; this was in 1678; 
and fincc then^ it has remained pretty quiet. 
I 3 The 
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The chief Manufafturc of the Country round 
about it is Cotton Cloth, which is the Cloth* 
ing of all the Natives, and even fome of the 
Spaniards of the poorer Sort. In the nor- 
thern Part of the Province, and at a pretty 
confidcrable Diftance from the Sea, flands the 
City of Mereda^ which is the Capital, and 
the Seat of a Bi(hop, South Eaft from it 
lies ValadoUd^ at no great Diftance from the 
Bay of Honduras I it is a fair Town, and 
plcafantly fituated, but withal very little 
known to Strangers. In the Ifthmus, or 
Neck of Land, which joins this Peninfula 
to the Continent of Mexico^ ftands the Town 
of Salamanca^ fmall indeed, but tolerably 
well built, and at prefent in a very thriving 
Condition, 

C H A P. V. 

Of the jiudicnce of Guatimala. 

THIS is the lad Audience in the King^ 
dom of Mexico, and a noble Country 
It IS, very little inferior to that of which wc 
have been fpcaking, except in great Cities, 
and as capable of Improvement as any part of 
the Spanijb America. It is bounded on the 
North by the Audience of Mexico and the 
Bay of Honduras j on the Eaft by the North 
Sea^ and fome of the Provinces of South 
America } and on the South and Weft by the 

Facifc 
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Tacific Ocean, or, as we commonly call 
them, iht South Seas I fo that it enjoys as ad<- 
vantageous a Situation in refpeA to Com- 
merce as could be wiflied. Its Provinces are 
eight in Number, of which we (hall fpeak as 
fuccindly as pofliblc. 

The firft Province in this Audience is that 
of Cbiapa^ of a triangular Form, and fofeat- 
cd, that though it come very near the Sea, 
yet no part of it reaches it. It is bounded on 
the North by Tlafcala and ^abafco^ on the 
Eaft by Jucatan, on the South by the Pro- 
vinces of Vera Pazy and Soconufco^ and on 
the Weft by the laft mentioned Province, and 
that of Tlafcala. The Middle of tliis Pro- 
vince lies fixty Leagues from cither of the 
Seas, which renders the Air cold and dry, 
but withal very (harp, and very healthy. The 
Soil is diverfificd, and very fruitful, efpccially 
in Corn and Timber. Pears, Apples, and 
Quinces, are here in Plenty; Cochineal 
grows wild ; and there is likewife both Cocoa 
and Cotton ; but that which is the peculiar 
Glory of this Province is its Breed of Horfes, 
which are thought the very beft in all New 
Spain. Heretofore there was a great deal of 
Gold found in this Province, but for want 
of Indians^ and from the Difcovery of richer 
Mines in other Places, this is now come to 
nothing. In the hilly Part near the Middle 
of Chiapa^ there is fuch a Variety of vail and 
venomous Serpents, that no body will venture 
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to travel in thofc Parts. Herrera tells us, 
that thirty J;7^/j«going afifhing in a Moon- 
light Night, as they were talking heard a loud 
Noife of hiffing, and turning, faw a Creature 
looking at them with Eyes like Fire, where- 
upon they ran up the Trees for Fear, whence 
they could fee it was a fort of Snake, having 
Feet about a Span long, and a kind of Wings 
above, the Creature about as long as a Horfe, 
and moved very flowly, for fear of which 
they never returned thither any more. Three 
of the Slnelene Indians affirmed, that as they 
pafled over that River, they had ittti the 
lame Creature hiffing j they defcribed it, and 
thought it came down to the River to drink, 
and one of the three, who was behind the 
others, died of the Fright. 

There are two remarkable Cities in this 
Province, both of its own Name, the lirft is, 
for Diftinftion fake, called Chiapa de los In^ 
dos, that is, Chiapa of the Indians^ becaufe 
it is inhabited by the Natives of the Country, 
who are beyond Exception the wittieft, wifcft, 
and moft civilized People in all the Spanijb 
Dominions, of which, if we had no other 
Proof, this might feem fufficient ; that by a 
fpccial Grant from the King of Spainy the 
Citizens have the Privilege of chufing their 
own Magiftrates : The other City is called 
Cividad Real^ that is, the Royal City^ inha- 
bited by Spaniards ; it is a Bifhop's See, and 
reputed both rich and a pleafant Place. There 

are 
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are a great many Cunofities in this little Prcvi 
vincc, which the narrow Compafs we arc 
bound to keep will not allow us to defcribe. 

The Province of Soconufco lies next to that 
ofCbiapa^ extending itfelf along the Goaft of 
the South Seas^ for the Space of thirty-five 
Leagues. On the North it has the Province' 
of Chiafa 5 on the Eaft thofe of Vera Paz, 
and Guatimala y on the South the Pacific 
Ocean 5 the fame on the Weft, with part of 
the Province of Tlajcala. The Air of the 
Province is vety far from being either healthy 
or agreeable; Storms are frequent, and the 
rainy Seafon continues long and troublcfome ; 
the Soil too is none of the beft, fo that there 
grows very little Corn ; but this is in fomc 
meafure compcnfated by the vaft Abundance 
of Cocoa. There are however but very few 
Spaniards in this Part of the Country, and 
even fuch as are there, are not very rich ; the 
Reafon affigned for which is, the Temper of 
the Natives, who are exceflively proud, more 
numerous than elfewhcre, and withal quar- 
rclfome and malicious, which renders them 
cruel to each other, and much more fo to 
Strangers. The fole Place of Confequencc 
ilands on the^Shore of the South Sea^ and in 
the Language of the Natives is ftyled Guevit^ 
Ian. A few Spaniards are fettled here/ tho' 
they will fcarce venture themfclves in any 
other Part of the Province, which perhaps is 

one 
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Qne Rcafon why they arc dcfirous of havingj 

It made a Garriion. 

Guatimala^ properly fo called, is the next 
Province; it alfo extends itfel'f .along the 
Coaft of the South Sea^ for upwards of one 
hundred Leagues; on the North it has the 
two Provinces of Vera Paz and Honduras % 
Nicaragua on theEaft, the Sea on the South, 
and on thcWcASoconuJco : It does not rain fre* 
quently in this Province, but when it docs, 
it falls for many Days together. Some Places 
are accounted as pleafant, and withal as heaU 
thy as any in New Spain, but generally fpeak* 
ing the Climate is not good. The Soil is 
however excellent, and fruitful beyond Com* 
parifon, cfpecially in Corn and fome valuable 
Fruits. Q)tton is a Staple Commodity, as 
alfo Wax, for they have abundance of Bees, 
who make a Honey as white as the Comb 
itfelf. The Paftures alfo are fo large and fo 
fine» that it is impoHible to form an Idea of 
the vaft Number of Cattle which are fed in 
them. The Natives are naturally of a quiet, 
peaceable Difpofition, but the Spanijh Wri- 
tcrs charge them with being extremely bigot- 
ted to their old Superftitions ; in all Proba- 
bility the Luxury of the Spaniflo Clergy, the 
Haughtinefs and oppreffive Behaviour of their 
Governors, and that rankHypocrify which is 
vifible amongft all Degrees of Men, have pre- 
judiced thcfe unhappy Men againft the Lights 
of the Gofpcl. 

The 
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. The ancient City of Guatimala, which 
was one of the fincft in New Spain^ was en- 
tirely dcftroyed in the Year 1541 by a Hur- 
ricane, whereby an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand Spaniards loft their Lives. The Day 
before this dreadful Accident, fome Indiant 
acquainted the Bifhop, that they heard a pro- 
digious Noife underthe burning Mountain feat- 
cd above the Gty ; he treated this Inforniacion 
with Contempt. At Midnight however, a 
prodigious Noife was heard, as if in the Bow- 
els of the Earth, and immediately a mighty 
Torrent of Water ifliied out of the Mountain, 
which carried all before it, while a dreadful 
Earthquake heightened the Horror of tlic 
Scene, and hindered any of the mifcrable In- 
habitants from making their Efcape. Hie 
New Guatimala, which is not only the C.i- 
pital of this Province, butalfo of the Aii ii- 
ence, a Place where the Prefidcnt, and t tc 
Royal Courts refide, the Scat of a ricii l!i- 
{hop, and the Center of Commerce in thclo 
Parts, ftands in a fine Plain, at a good Dii- 
tance from the Vulcano^ which was fatal u 
the whole City ; however, it is far from be- 
ing altogether out of Danger from Earth- 
quakes, which are ftill frequent in ihclc Parts. 
It is notwithftanding this, well built, and well 
inhabited, the Citizens carrying on a great 
Trade not only through all the Provinces of 
Mexico^ but even into Peru^ when by fome 
become extraordinary rich^ who then, gene- 
rally 
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rally fpcaking, leave this Place, and go to Vc- 
fide at Mexico. The chief Commodities in 
which they deal, are. Hides, Indigo, Anatta, 
Silvcfter, Cochineal, Cocoa, Gfr. and indeed 
no City can be feated more conveniently for 
an extcnfivc Trade than this is, and at the 
fame time enjoy fo great a Security from the 
Inroads of Pyrates and Privateers, for it ftands 
eight Leagues from the South Sea^ which is 
too far for the Buccaneers to march without 
halting j and about forty Leagues from the 
Gulph of Mexico^ by which it alfb drives a 
great Trade. The other confiderable Places 
in this Province are La Trent Jad^ the Port 
of Jlcaxutla, the Port of St. Michael^ and 
fcveral other lefler Creeks and Bays. The 
Vulcano near St. J ago de Guatimala is fcen 
at a great Diftance at Sea. 

The Province of Vera Cruz lies between 
Guatimala znA the Gulph oi Honduras. On 
the North it has that Gulph, and the Province 
of Chiapa ; on the Eaft it has the Province 
of Honduras^ on the South that of Guatimala, 
and on the Weft Soconufco znd Cbiapa. It is 
but of fmall Extent, and in Figure a kind of 
Oval, in Length forty-eight Leagues, and in 
Breadth twenty-eight. As to the Climate, 
the Spanijlo Writers affirm that one half of 
the Province is very plea(ant, and withal very 
healthy, whereas the other half is hot to the 
laft degree, the Air participating of all the ill 
Qualities which can be expedled from fuch a 

Tem* 
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Temperament. X As to the Soil, the Country 
is very rough, and mountainous, yields liitde 
Corn, but abounds with Cedar Trees, and 
other ufeful Timber. The chief Commodi- 
ties are Drugs, efpecially phyfical Gums, of 
which they have Plenty, as alfo Sarfaparilla, 
China Root, and Mechoacan. Formerly alfo 
there was fome Gold in the Gulfo dulce^ but 
of late we do not hear much of it ; and there- 
fore it is reafonable to believe that either it is 
not fought for, or fought in vain. 

This Province received its Name from an 
odd Accident ; it was brought under the O- 
bedience of the Spaniards by the preaching 
of certain Monks. The Soldiers, on their 
iirft entering the Province, finding they had 
nothing to do, called it ironically Terra de 
Guerra^ or the Land of War; but the graver 
Sort of People, with much more Propriety, 
Vera Paz, as much as to fay, the Land of 
true Peace. I have a SpaniJJ) Writer before 
me, Francifco de Coreal, who relates a ftrange 
Thing of which he was Eye-witnefs in this 
Province. It cannot but entertain the Reader, 
and therefore I tranfcribe it prccifely in his 
own Words. " It has been, fays he, a Cuf^* 
" torn time out of Mind, with the Cjcrgy in 
" the Indies^ to oblige the poor Natives to 
*« carry Pidlures to the Church 5 thcfe Pic- 
" tures are always of fome Saint, and they 
« perfuade them that this Devotion will prove 
«* a means of making them both rich and 

♦'happy. 
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« happy. And the Rcafon afligncd for it is, 
« that as foon as it is fet or hung up in the 
«< Church, the Soul of the Saint- defcends to 
«* inhabit it, and remains there fo long as the 
« Indian who brought it behaves as he ought 
<< to do. Thus far there is nothing amifs, 
«« for according to the Chriftianity fettled in 
« the Indies^ this is no more than a pious 
«< Fraud of a laudable kind. But the Pricfts 
*< make it their Bufinefs to turn this Trick to 
«« their own Advantage, by rendering it a 
*< means of extorting Money from the poor 
«« ignorant People. In the firft place he muft 
« be well paid for making the Soul of the 
•« Saint dcfcend, then, there muft be an- 
« nual Offerings to. keep the Saint in good 
«« Humour with his Indian Patron, and his 
« Family. But to my Story. It happened 
« at Coban^ in the Province of Vera Paz^ 
« as I pafled through it, that a certain /;;- 
<« dian had paid his Prieft for placing a Pic- 
" hire of St. Dominic in a particular Place 
•< In the Church. It fo happcn'd that ano- 
•* ther Indian^ who was jealous of this Men, 
« and thought he would fuccced too well, if 
«< his Saint had fo advantageous a Place, came 
« to the Prieft, and offered him double as 
«« much, if he would place his Favourite 
« there, who was St. Ignafius. Whether 
«< the latter Saint was more in the Pricft's 
^ good Graces, or whether it was purely out 
« ofRcfpedttotheMoney, is uncertain; but 
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^ fo it was, that St. Dominic was forced to 
^ let St Ignatius take his Place. Upon this 
** a Quarrel commenced between the Indi^ 
«« ans^ which quickly fprcad itfelf into two 
^* Parties, who after a (harp Battle of Words, 
*« fell to Blows, and fcveral were left dead on 
«« the Spot, though the Saints did neither of 
*' them appear in the Field, but remained as 
** quiet in the Church as if nothing had hap- 
•* pencd." The Reader will cafily perceive, 
"that even the Inquifition itfelf cannot hinder 
fenfible Spaniards from treating the Frauds of 
Churchmen with a juft Contempt 

The Capital of this Province is the little 
City of Fera Paz^ a Bifliop's See, rather 
hc.itly than elegantly built; and the Inhabi- 
tants of which, if they are not extravagantly 
rich, are however at their Eafe, and live free 
from any Apprchenfions of being vifited by 
Enemies. All the Rivers of the Province run 
into the Gulfo Dulce^ which at length forms 
a Lake, and then runs into the Bay of Hon^ 
duras^ having a little Port at its Mouth, 
where there are many fiftiing Veflcls, other- 
wife of fmall Trade, and very little frequent- 
ed. 

The Province of Honduras is the largeft in 

'all this Audience, lying from Weft to Eaft 

above a hundred Leagues in Length, and 

' near fourfcore in Breadth. It is bounded on 

the North by the Bay of Honduras^ on the 

Eaft by the North Sea, on the South by the 

Provinces 
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Provinces of Nicaragua and Guattmala^ on 
the Weft by Fera Paz. The Air is very 
wholefomc, and the Soil cxtren[iely fruitful 
It abounds with Corn, both European and 
Indian I its Pafturcs are rich and fine, and 
maintain confcquently vaft Quantities of Cat- 
tle, The Rivers of this Province, moft of 
them overflow like the Nile^ and contribute 
thereby to the Richnefs of the Soil. Its prin- 
cipal Commodities are Cotton, Wax, Vigonia 
Wooll, Logwood, Gfr. befides Gold and Sil- 
ver, of which anciently there were more than 
there is now, the Indians in this Province 
being wore out, and with them the Mines. 

The principal City in this Province is that 
of Valadolid^ called by the Indians Cdmaya-' 
gua. It ftands at a great Diftahce from the 
Sea, pretty near the Frontiers of the Province 
of Guatimalai it is now the Bifhop's See, 
which was removed in 1558 from Tr^Ar//fo; 
it is pleafantly feated in a Valley, and for a 
Spanip inland City well inhabited. Befides 
this, there is the aforefaid Port of T^ruxillo^ 
and towards the weftern Extremity another» 
called Porto Cavalloj a fmall Town, but fa- 
mous for being the Port of the City of Gua^ 
timala^ to and from which all Commodities 
arc carried by a Road cut immediately through 
the Rocks on Horfeback 5 whence the Name 
of the Place, which is but thinly inhabited, 
except occafionally, when a Regifter - Ship 
arrives from Europe^ when there is a Sort of 

Fair 
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iFair held here ; but of late this rarely hap- 
pens; and therefore this Port is on the De- 
cay, though formerly very famous. 

Nicaragua is the next Province, and lies 
both on the North and on the South Seas, ti 
is bounded northwards by the "Province 0^ 
Honduras^ on the Eaft by the Sea, on the 
South by the Province of Cojla Rica^ and the 
Pacific Ocean ; Oh the Weft by Gudtitnald. 
The Air of this Province is the beft and clear- 
eft in the whole Kingdom of Mexico^ and y' 
the Soil moft excellent ; it abounds with Corn : 
and with Fruits, as alfo with very fine Tim- ; 
ber ; Wax, Cordage, Taf, and Sugar, arc th6^ '■ 
principal Comnioditics it affords. One may 
guefs how/' pleafant, and plentiful a Country 
this is, by its being called the Paradife of 
Mahomet. What adds much to its Beauty, 
is the noble Lake of the fame Name, which 
is near a hundred and thirty Leagues in Cir- 
cuit ; it comes within twenty Miles of the 
South Sea, and iflues into the North Sea by a 
Canal, at the Mouth of which is the Port of 
St. John. This Lake abounds with Fifli, 
\vhich arc fo much the better on account of 
its having a Flux and Reflux, like the Sea. 

The Indians in this Province arc better 
treated than elfewhere, and their Towns zxt 
heater and larger than in other Places, which 
taay very poffibly be owing to their having 
no Mines, for otherwife, no doubt, they 
^ould have been deftroycd in digging and 
K labour*- 
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labouring to fatiatc the Avarice of their Maf^ 
tcrs.^ The Spaniards employ themfcivcs ge- 
nerally fpcaking, either in Commerce or in 
Farming, for both which no Country can be 
more happily fcated. Its native Commodi- 
ties are of great Value, particularly Cacao; 
of which, though they have not the greateft 
Plenty, yet tlie Cacao of Nicaragua is the 
largcft and the fineft in the World. They 
have likewifc Manufaftures of feveral Kinds, 
cfpecially of Cotton, which are rare in this 
Part of the World ; and as Trade and Indu- 
flry make the People a<flive and wealthy, fo 
the SpaniJJo Writers obferve, that they are 
very high fpirited, that is, they will not 
truckle to oppreflive Governors, or fubmit 
tamely to that ill Ufage which they fee plain- 
ly proves the Ruin of their Neighbours. 

The City of Leon is the Capital of this 
Province j it ftands on the Edge of the Lake, 
and at twenty Miles Diftance from the South 
Sea. The Plain in which it is featcd is fandy, 
furrounded on every Side with fine Meadows, 

' the Houfesare not high built, but ftrong, and 

• large, with Gardens about them ; their Walls 
Stone, and the Covering Pantile. Befides 
the Cathedral, for it isarichBifhoprick, there 

. are three Parifli Churches. In the Year 1685 
it was taken and plundered by our Bucca- 
neers under the Command of the Captains 
Swan:iv\AJcwnly;w\iQhuxnt it to the Ground; 

' b Jt it has been fince rebuilt and fortified. Its 
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l^ort on the South Sea is called Rialexa^ and 
is a very good one ; it (lands in a Plain by a 
fmall River J it has three Churches and an 
Hofpital, and fervcs not ohiy for. the carrying 
.bn the Trade of Leon, but of Guatmala. 
There arc noble Warchoufes near the Sea, and 
many Fadlors rcfide therein ; but the Air is 
bad, and therefore the Place is, generally 
fpeaking, but thinly inhabited. It was taken 
at the fame time with the City of Lcon^ by 
the Buccaneers I before mentioned. From 
this Port, and even at Sea, may be fecn a 
burning Mountain juft above the City laft 
Jnentioned, and thence called by the Seamen, 
the Vulcano of Leon. It Was formerly very 
terrible, but it has not burnt fo much of late^ 
On the Eaft Side of the Lake, at the Diftance 
of twenty-five Miles from Leon, ftands the 
City of Granada, which is much the better 
built of the two, and is withal a Place of far 
greater Trade, as having the Conveniency of 
fending Goods by the Lake to Carthagena^ 
and other Places. The Navigation of the 
Lake is tedious, though not dangerous, chief- 
ly on account of the Idlcnefs and Want of 
Application in the Spaniards, who from be- 
ing very z&ivc arid vigorous as they- were 
\vhen they firft fettled in this Country, are 
now become flow, cautious^ and fo wedded 
to their own Opinions, thatCuftom is always. 
a ftronger Argument with them than Reafon.;^ 
It is faid confidently, perhaps not v/ithout * 
K 2 Truth, 
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Truth, that there is a great deal of Smug- 
gling carried on by the Help of this Naviga- 
tion, which certainly might be ufcd to much 
better purpofe than it is, if the Pofleflbrs of 
this Country were of the fame Difpofition 
with other Nations. 

But becaufe the River which iflues from 
the Lake, and falls by three Mouths or Chan- 
nels into the North Sea, is interrupted with 
Cataradls, they trouble; not themselves about 
it ; and perhaps they are afraid, if they flioud 
take pains to remove thcfe Difficulties, and to 
open, as they might, a commodious Port on 
this Side, it might invite Enemies to think 
not only of plundering, but taking Pofleflion 
of it, which would be a fatal Thing indeed. 

The next Province is called by the Spant-- 
ards Cojla Rica, or the Rich Coajl. It lies 
upon both Seas, and yet the Communication 
between them is much obftru(5ted by the 
Roughnefs of the Country, and by a long 
Chain of Mountains which runs acrofs it from 
Eaft to Weft. On the North it- is bounded 
by the Province of Nicaragua, and the Sea ; 
on the Weft by the Province of Veragua, on 
the South by the Pacijic Ocean, and on the 
Eaft by the Province of Nicaragua. Its Cli- 
mate is far from being good, and its Soil is 
yet worfe, being mountainous, barren, and 
woody ; yet there are in it fome very confi- 
dcrable Places, fuch as Carthage, which as it 
is the Capital, fo it is feated in the Heart of 
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the Province, ia the Midway between A7- 
coya^ which ilands on the South, and the 
Port of St. John in the North Seas. The 
Reader will naturally wonder at feeing this 
Account of the Province fuit fo ill with its 
Name; but this Difficulty may be eafily 
cleared up, if we confider that thefe Places 
received their Appellations when they were 
firft difcovered, and of courfe received fuch 
Denominations as fuitcd beft with the No- 
tions of thofe who impofed them. The Rea- 
fon they call this Cojla Rica^ was becaufe its 
Inhabitants were poflefled of a great deal of 
Gold, and parted with it freely 5 whence the 
Spaniards concluded they came by it eafily, 
and that there was abundance of it in this 
Country. In this, however, they were in 
fome meafure miftaken, for as the Gold was 
chiefly taken out of their Rivers, fo the 
Quantity decreafed in proportion as the Peo- 
ple were diminiftied, who were wont to 
fcarch for it, a thing to which none of the 
Indians are much inclined now. Mines how- 
ever there are in this Country both of Gold 
and Silver, though not fo rich as formerly. 

The laft Province in the Audience of G//J- 
timala is that of Veragua^ of no great Ex- 
tent, but excellent in its Situation. It lies on 
both Seas, which bound it North and South; 
on the Eaft it has part of the T^erra Firma^ 
on the Weft the Province of CoJla Rica. It is 
ii\ Length about fifty, and in Breadth about 

JC 3 twenty- 
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twenty-five Leagues. The Climate is not to 
be boafted of, its Soil very indifferent, the 
Country being mountainous, and overgrown 
with Woods, affording very little cither of 
arable or pallurc Lands \ but then it abounds 
in what the Spaniards eftcem much more 
than even, the NeccfTaries of Life, that is, 
Gold, of which there is- more in this little 
Province than in all New Spain befides, which 
is chiefly got out of their Rivers, efpecially 
after hard Rains or Storms. The Capital of 
the Province is the City of the Conception^ (o 
called in honour of the Conception of Chri/K 
It is both large and rich, (landing not far 
from the Coall of the North Sea. In the 
Heart of the Country is the Town of Santa 
Fe^ near which there are Gold Mines : On 
the Soiith Coaft lies the Town of Parita, 
whence the Gulph fo called takes its Name, 
Some underflanding Perfons have thought it 
vqry pradlicablc to make a Defcent on this 
Coaft, and even to take the City oftbeCcn-- 
^epiion during a War with Spain ; which I 
.mention as a Matter that may dclcrvc En-^ 
quiry. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Of the IJlandi in North America. 

IN fpcaking generally of the Iflands, yet in 
Pofleflion of the Spaniards in this Part of 
the World, we fhall divide them only into 
the Lucaios, and Antilles. Of the former 
we (hall give fomc Account in this-Chaptcr, 
and of the latter in the next. 

Thefe Iflands, according to the Spanijh 
Orthography, are called Lucap. Herrera 
tells us they may be divided (for indeed they 
are numerous enough to need a Divifion) into 
three Parts or Parcels ; and of thefe he gives 
us a better Account than any other Author I 
have met witli. The firft, fays he, are the 
Bahama Iflands^ which gave Name to the 
Channel where the Currents arc moft impe- 
tuous. The fecond arc called de los Orga* 
ms^ and the third thofe of the Martyrs^ which 
arc next to the Cayos of the Tortoifes to the 
Wcftward, which laft being all Sand, cannot 
be fcen at a Diftance, and therefore many 
Ships have pcriflied on them, and all along 
that Coaft of the Channel of Bahama^ and 
the Iflands Tortugas. Havana^ in the Ifland 
of Ctiba^ is to the Southward, and Florida to 
the Northward; and between them arc the 
aforefaid Iflands of Organos^ Bahama^ Mar^ 
tyrs^ and Tortugas^ having a Channel with a 
}C 4 vio* 
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violent Current, twenty Leagues over in the 
narrowefl: Place, between Havana and Lot 
Matyres\ and fourteen Leagu/cs from Los 
Matyres to Florida^ between Iflands to the 
WcAward ; and the wideft Part of this Paf- 
fagc to the Well ward is forty Leagues, with 
many Shoals, and deep Channels ; but there 
is no Way for Ships or Brigantines, only for 
Canoes; but the Paflage from Havana to 
come to Spain, is along the Channel of Ba^ 
bama, between the faid Havana, the Mar^ 
tyres, the Lucayos, and Cape Canaveral. 

I think it unneceflary to trouble the Reader 
with the Names of thefe Iflands, fince they 
are generally uninhabited, though in many of 
them the Air is temperate, the Soil fruitful ; 
and there is great Plenty both of Wood and 
Water. We have already obferved, in the 
firft Book, that one of thefe Iflands was the 
firft Land made by Columbus ; but they were 
in another Condition then th(\n now, being 
well inhabited, and thoroughly cultivated, 
whereas at prcicnt they are fo many Defertsi 
The ancient Inhabitants were a fairer People 
than thofe on the Continent, were ftronger, 
and had better Health. The Spaniards ob- 
ferving this, tranfpprted them from their own 
Iflands in order to make them work in the 
Mines, where they died by Thoufands, which 
made their Matters think of nothing but fctchr 
ing more, till at laft the Natives entirely a- 
|)and9ned thefe Iflands, and returned to the 

Main, 
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Main, carrying with them an Antipathy to 
the Spaniards^ which Time hath not been a- 
ble to abate. It is undoubtedly Want of good 
Policy which has made the Spaniard quit 
Places of fuch mighty Importance, as thcfc 
Iflands are to him, and no doubt whenever 
the Adminiftration tt Madrid come to think 
ferioufly of providing for the Safety of their , 
American Dominions, they will not fail to 
diredl the planting or fortifying at leaft one or 
two of thcfe Iflands, which will not only fe^ 
cure the Paflage of their Fleets, but prove in 
many other Rcfpcdts of infinite Service. 

It is pretty remarkable, that this Error in 
the Spanijh Government was pointed out (6 
long ago as in the Time of our Queen Eliza^ 
betb^ and thence was inferred the Advantage 
of our fettling here, which feems to have been 
as little minded, though perhaps it was better 
underftood. After the Settlement of Carolina^ 
fome Attempts were made from thence upon 
thefe Iflands, but hitherto they have been of 
little ufe, though we ftill keep fome of them, 
and, if I miftake not, there was among other 
Bubbles in the Year 1720, one that went un- 
der the Name of the Bahama Iflands^ and, as 
i take it, propofed a Settlement there. Since 
then thefe Ifles have been pretty much fre- 
quented by Pyrates, till tlicy were by degrees 
rooted out and deftroyed. At prefent I doubt 
pur Colonies there are but in a very indifFe- 
fcnt Condition, though of the higbeft Con- 
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fequcnfcc to us in fccuring the Freedom of our 
Navigation, and curbing the Infolence of the 
Spaniards^ which might be cafily done by 
fortifying any one of thefe Illands. 

CHAP. IX. 

Of the IJlands of Cuba, Hifpaniola, and 
Porto Rica. 

IN that Part of the North Sea, which lies 
between 8, and 28 Degrees of Latitude, 
and between 293^ and 316^ of Longitude, 
there are fcattered a Multitude of Iflands, to 
whicHi the Spaniards have given the general 
Name of Antilles. There have been many 
Rcafons afligned for their being fo called, but 
I think none of them very probable, much 
lefs fatisfaSory, and (hall not therefore re- 
peat them. Let it fuflice that the Spaniards 
ufually divide them into larger and lefler. 
Among the former are Cuba, Hifpaniola, and 
Porto Rico, which are to make the Subjeft 
of this Chapter. As for the other two Iflands, 
which are ufually reckoned among the larger 
ylntillei, viz. Trinidad,^ and Jamaica, the 
former is not very confiderable, and the latter 
not being now in the Hands of the Spani^ 
ards, we have not thought it neceflTary to en- 
ter into a particular Account of either. 

The Ifland of Cuba is the moft confidera- 
ble of tlie three, and, to fay the Truth, is one 
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of the fined Iflands in the Univerfe* It lies 
ftrctched out from Weft to Eaft, having Flth- 
rida and the Lucayos on the North, Hi/pa- 
niola on the Weft, Jamaica and the fouthcrn 
Continent on the South, and the Gulph of 
Mexico on the Eaft. It lies between 19* 30' 
and 23^ of North Latitude, and from 293* 
to 304^ of Longitude. Herrera fays that it 
IS two hundred and thirty Leagues in Le;igth, 
and in the broadeft Part, which is toward the 
Ifland of Hifpaniola^ forty Leagues, in the 
narroweft about twelve. 

It lies within the Tropick oi, Cancer^ and 
is by far the moft temperate and pleafant of 
all the Antilles. The European s^ who arc 
generally troubled with the Heat of thefc 
Parts, confefs themfelves agreeably refrefhed 
by the cooling Winds, which are felt Morn- 
ing and Evening throughout the Ifland. As 
to the Soil, it differs pretty much in the fc- 
veral Parts of the Ifland. All the wcftern 
Part of the Country is plain, and if it were 
properly cultivated might be fruitful, though 
as it is it muft be owned that much cannot be 
fiiid of it on that Head. The eaftern Part is 
exceedingly mountainous; and from thence 
there runs a Chain of Hills almoft through- 
out the Ifland ; but the farther Weft you go 
they are the lefs rough and barren. From 
thefe Hills there run down to the North and 
South many Rivers, and nmongft them two 
pretty confiderable, which befides their bc- 
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flowing Verdure and Coolnefs as they pafs; 
arc full of Fidb, and thofe very large and 
good. The grcatcft Inconvcniency in Cuba^ 
is its being overgrown with Woods, which 
whatever tlie Spaniards may pretend, mufl; 
be owing to their own Lazinefs, and nothing 
clfej for, as they admit, the Country was 
well peopled wlicn firft difcovercd ; it muft 
ncceffarily have been lefs thick fet with Trees, 
Amongft thefe, however, there are fomevery 
valuable, particularly Cedars of an enormous 
Size, and other Sorts of odoriferous Wood. 
Birds there are of all kinds, more than in 
any other of the Iflands ; and the Spaniards 
at their firft Landing having fufFcred fomc 
black Cattle to ftray into the Woods, they by 
degrees turned wild, and have furnifhed the 
Ifland with fuch a Breed as make now the 
principal Part of its Riches. We have be- 
fore obferved that its Rivers abound withFifh, 
to which we muft now add, that they abound 
alfo with a Creature terrible alike to Fifh, 
Beafts and Men, viz. the Aligator. It is 
thought there are more of this Species here 
than in any other Part of the known World, 
Moft Writers confound this Creature with 
the Crocodile, and indeed the Spaniards have 
but one Name, viz. Caymanes^ to exprefs 
both J yet it is certain that there is a Diffe- 
rence, and amongft other Particulars, in thefe* 
The Legs of the Crocodile are longer than 
Jhofe of the Aligator i hisFlcfli is pot mulky^i ' 
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as the other's is ; the Knots on the Back are 
thicker, higher and firmer ; but the plaincft 
and moft difcernible Difference, and which 
indeed difcovers itfclf at firft Sight is this, 
that the Crocodile carries his Tail cock'd and 
crooked, with the Tip turning back, like a 
Bow, whereas the Aligator drags his on the 
Ground. 

This Ifland was difcovered bv the famous 
Chrijlopher Columbus^ who haa but a very 
flight View of it, which yet was fatal to the 
Natives, for they having prefented him widi 
Gold, fome Pieces of which he carried into 
Spain^ it occafioned an immediate Refoluti- 
on to fettle in it. This was performed in 1 5 1 1 
by John Velafquez^ who tranfported hither 
about 500 Foot and 80 Horfe. He was a 
haughty, cruel, mexorable Man, and the 
Treatment the poor People met with from 
him, was fuch as wc want both Room and 
Will to relate. The worthy Bilhop of Chi^ 
apa^ who was an Eye-Witnefs of his Barba- 
rity, hath publifhed it to the World, and 
computed, that by thefe horrid Severities, 
near five Millions of People were deftroyed. 
Later Writers, inftead of fpeaking tenderly 
of this Matter, and making fome Amends to 
their Memorv, do all that is in their Power 
to give this horrid Proceeding the Airof Juf- 
tice by reprcfenting the Indians as the moft 
bafe and wicked Nation that ever lived. Her* 
rera te51s us, that they were a very good fort 
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of People, and well tempered. They had^ 
fays he. Caciques and Towns of two or three! 
hundred Houfes, with fcvcral Families int 
each of them, as was ufual \n Hijpaniola. 
They had no Religion, as having no Temples^ 
or Idols, or Sacrifices ; but they had the Phy- 
ficbns, or conjuring Priefls, as in HifpanU 
ola^ who, it was thought, had Communica- 
tion with the Devil, and their Qucftions an- 
Avered by him. They fafted three or four 
Months to obtain that Favour, eating nothing 
but the Juice of Herbs, and when reduced to* 
extreme Weaknefs, they were worthy of that 
^hellifli Apparition; and to be informed whe- 
ther the Seafons of the Year would be favour^ 
able or otherwife ; what Children would be 
born J' whether thofe born would live, and 
fuch like Queftions. Thcf5 were their Ora- 
cles ; and thefe Conjurers they called Behi* 
gueSf who led the People into many Super- 
llitions and Fopperies, curing the Sick by 
blowing on them, and fuch other exterior 
Adtions, mumbling fome Words between 
their Teeth. Thefe People of Cul^a knew 
that Heaven, the Earth, and other Things,^ 
had been created, and faid, they had much 
Information concerning the Flood,and that the 
World had been dcftroyed by Water from 
three Pcrfons that came three fcvcral Ways^ 
Men of above feventy Years of Age faid, that 
an old Man, knowing the Deluge was to 
come, b^ilt a great Ship, and went into it 
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with his Family, and abundance of Animals ^ 
that he fcnt out a Crow, which did not re- 
turn, flaying to feed on the dead Bodies, and 
afterwards returned with a green Branch, witli 
other Particulars, as far as Noalfs Son's co- 
vering him when drunk, and the other fcof- 
fing at it ; adding, that the Indiam dcfcend- 
cd from the latter, and therefore had no Coats 
nor Cloaks ; but that the Spaniards^ defcend- 
ing from the other that covered him, were 
therefore cloathed, and had Horfes. 

The true Reafori, in all Probability, why 
the Spaniards deftroycd with fo litdc Pity fo 
vaft a Number, of innocent People, was a 
covetous Dcfireof poflcfling the whole Ifland, 
and all its real and fuppofed Riches ; for at 
this time they fancied that the Parts of the 
Ifland poflefled by the Natives were exceffive- 
ly rich in Gold, of which, while they fuf- 
fcred them to live, the Spaniards did really 
receive a very large Share. But fincc the Ex- 
tirpation of the Indians^ there has been ycry 
little, and at prefent there is fcarcc any Gold 
at all found ; which fome would make a 
Judgment on the Spaniards for their Cruelty. 
For my part, I think the Matter eafily un- 
riddled. The Gold, I fuppofe, was taken 
out of the Rivers, which required not only 
a great deal of Time and Patience, but many 
Hands, and a perfedt Knowledge of the Places 
where it was to be found. This accounts for 
the lofing that precious Metal with the 
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People, and flicws how weak a Point oFPd^ 
licy this Do<^rine of Extirpation really is. 

The City of Sf. J ago de Cuba is the mbft 
ancient in the Ifland, and is, generally fpeak-» 
ing, cfteemed its Capital, though now the 
Governor refides at the Havana^ and only 
fuchof the Spaniards as have Eftatcs on thd 
Ifland, and are contented with their Poflef* 
fions, without meddling much in Trade, in- 
habit this PlacCj which has a declining AC- 
peft, and preferves only the Ruins of its for-* 
mer Grcatnefs, Yet even this City has a no- 
ble, fafe and commodious Port, inferior to 
the Havana only in its Situation, that being 
on the North Weft Side of the Iflaiid, to- 
wards the Channel of Bahama^ whereas St. 
J ago de Cuba lies on the Nofth Eaft^ and 
commands the windward Paflage. 

As for the City and Port of Havana^ \t 
ftands almoft direftly fouth of Cape Florida^ 
and confcqucntly commands the Gulph of 
tliat Name* It was built by James Velap 
quez^ who, as we have before obferved, con- 
quered the Ifland of Cuba^ and fettled a littlcf 
. Town, which was the Mother of this, in 
1511. It was originally called /y&tf Port of 
Carennas 5 afterwards, when the City by its 
Alteration of Site and Encreafe of Wealth 
grew cbnfiderable, it was called St. Chriflo-* 
pber of the Havana. Thefc Alterations 
happened but by flow Degrees, as we may 
conceive from the following Account of the 
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Accidents which have befallen it« ' In 1536 
it was taken by a French Pirate, and was of 
fo inconfiderable a Value, that it was ran- 
fomed for fcven hundred Pieces of Eight, It 
was taken fometimc after by the EngliJI?^ a 
fecond Time' by the French \ nor was it, till 
the Reign of Philip IL of Spai ft, tint the 
Importance of it was thoroughly undcrftood, 
and any C-rc taken in fortifying it, .What 
was then done, proved not fufficient, and moft 
of the Fortifications were in a very bad Con-, 
dition, when Francis Coredl was there in 
1666, and very little better when he vifited 
it again, twenty Years afterwards. Since the 
AccelTion of the Houfe of Bourbon to the 
Throne of Spain^ more Pains have been taken 
about it, and therefore we fliall defcribe firft 
the City, and then the Port, in the Condition 
they now are. . 

The City of Havanna^ accprding'.to the ' 
laft and moft cxad Map of thefe Parts, lies 
under zy 12' of Latitude, andiconfcquently/ 
within 20' of the Tropick of dancer-, and its 
Longitude Weft from; London Is-82**;i3'. It- 
j(lands on the Weft Side of the Harbour, in 
a very beautiful, and pleafant Plain, having 
the Sea before it, .and being furrounded on 
all Sides by two Branches of the River La^ 
gida. The Buildings are fair, but not high, 
built of Stone, and make a very good Ap- 
pearance, though it is fai^ they ar? but mean- 
ly furniflied. Here are eleven Churches and 
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MoDafterics, and two handfome Hofpttals. 
The Churches are rich and magnificent s that 
dedicated to St. Clara having feven /Cltars, all 
adorned with Plate to. a great Value j and 
the Monaftery adjoining contains a hundred 
Nuns with their Servants, all habited in Blue. 
It is not, as fome have reported, a Bifliop's 
See, though the Biihop generally refides there, 
but the Cathedral is at St, Jago^ and the Re- 
venue of this Prelate not lefs than fifty thou- 
fand Pieces of Eight /^r Annum. Authors 
differ exceedingly as to the Number of Inha- 
bitants in this City. A Spanijh Writer, who 
was there in 1700, and who had Reafon to 
be well acquainted with the Place, computed 
them at twenty-fix thoufand; and we may 
very well fuppofe that they are increafed fince* 
They are a more polite and fociable People 
than the Inhabitants of any of the Ports on 
the Continent, and of late imitate the French 
both in their Drefs and in their Manners. 
One Part of the Ifland is under the Jurifdic- 
tion of tliis City, as the other is under that 
of St. Jago 5 but the Diflridl belonging to 
the Havana is by far the beft cultivated, 
and has the moft Towns and Villages in it y 
and thefe are not above fix in Number, which 
fhews how ftrangely Things are managed ia 
this Part of the World. 

The Port is not only the beft in the Weji 
Indies, but perhaps one of the fincft in the 
Univerfc : It is fo capacious, that a thoufand 
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Sail of Ships may ride there commodioufly 
without either Cable or Anchor ; and there 
is, generally fpcaking, fix Fathom Water irl 
the Bay. The Entrance is by a Channel a- 
bout -J of a Mile in Length, which is pretty 
narrow, and through it you come into the 
Bay, which lies like a Bafon at the Bottom 
of it, with a fmall Ifland feated in the Eaft 
Corner thereof. At the Entrance of the 
Channel there are two ftrong Caftles, which 
are fuppofcd to be capable of defending the 
Place againft any Number of Ships. The 
iirft of thefe is ftyled El Morro^ on the Eafi 
Side of the Channel. It is a kind of a Tri- 
angle fortified with Baftions, on which arc 
mounted about forty Pieces of Cannon, car- 
rying a Ball of twenty-four Pound Weights 
From this Caftle there runs a Line, mount- 
ed with twelve heavy Cannon, ftyled the 
twelve Apoftles^ almoft level with the Water^ 
and carrying each a Ball of fix and thirty 
Pounds, On the other Side of tlie Channel 
ftands a ftrong Fort, called the Puntal by 
fome Authors, and indeed by the Spa?iipj 
Writer I moftly ufe, ftyled Mefa^ de Maria : 
it is a regular Square, with good Baftions, 
well mounted with Cannon^ Between this 
City and the Sea there is a Watch-Tower, 
where a Man fits in a round Lanthorn at the 
Top, and on the Appearance of Ships at Sea, 
puts out as many Flags from thence as there 
are Sail. Some Writers place this Tower on 
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the other Side the Channel : perhaps a new 
one may be built there. The third is ftyled 
tbe Fort : it is a fmall, but ftrong Work on 
the Weft Side, towards the End of the nar- 
row Channel, with four large Baftions and a 
Platform, mounted with fixty Pieces of hea-; 
vy Cannon. Befides thefe there arc two 
Forts, one on the Eaft Side, called Cojemar^ 
the other on ihe Weft, called the Fort of 
Cborreraj of twelve Guns each. The Go- 
vernor is, generally fpeaking, a Perfon of 
known Courage and Capacity, and has a very 
numerous Garrifon, as indeed he ought to have, 
confidcring that it is very properly ftyled the. 
Key of the Wefi Indies ; and if they loft it,: 
the whole of the SpaniJJj Negotiation muft 
lie at the Mercy of the Power poflefled there- 
of,. If ever this Place (hould be attacked by 
us, it muft be by a Land Force, for it is im- 
poffiblc to make any Impreflion here by a 
Fleet only. The Caftles, which defend the 
Channel, muft be taken before we can pre- 
tend to enter the Port ; and indeed were they 
once taken, the reft of the Dcfign would ea- 
fily fuccecd. 

We arc now to fpeak of the Commerce in 
tliis Port, which is the moft confiderable of 
any in America. We will, for the Sake of 
Tcrfpicuity, divide it into the particular Com- 
HKTce of the IJle of Cuba ^ and into the ge- 
neral by the Galleons. The former confifts 
in Hides, ufually ftyled, of the Havana^ 

which 
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which arc excellent and of great Value? Su- 
gar, which is alfo a good Commodity ; To- 
bacco, admirable in its kind j Ginger, Maf* 
tic, Allocs, Sarfaparilla, other Drugs, and 
great Quantities of Tortoifefliell. It mgft be 
obfervcd, that the Commerce of the Ifland 
of Cuia is not entirely confined to the Ila^ 
vana^ but extends itfelf to other Ports, par- 
ticularly St, JagOf where there are frequently 
many little Vcflels from the Canaries^ and 
other Parts, which trade entirely for the Com- 
modities of the Country, As to the general 
Commerce, this Port is the Place of Rendez- 
vous for all the Ships which return into Spain 
from the Indies \ fo that here "are frequently 
fifty or fixty Sail in the Port at once. While 
they ride here, there is a Fair kept on Shore, 
where they trade for immenfe Sums, and 
with fo great Honour, that it is faid they ne- 
ver open the Bales, but take the Goods ac- 
cording to the Bills of Parcels, without any 
Infpedtion. While the Fleet is in the Bay, 
Provifions are exceflively dear on Shore, and 
Money is fo plenty ,thata5/>^/7/^r^expeds half 
a Piece of Eight a Day from a Male Slave, and 
half as much from a Female, out of what 
they earn by their Labour. The Fleet gene- 
rally fails from thence through the Channel 
of Bahama^ in the Month of September^ and ' 
is the richeft in the World, fince in •Silver and 
Merchandize there is feldom lefs than thirty 
Millions of Pieces of Eight on board, or fix 
L 3 Millions 
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Millions fevcn hundred and fifty thoufand 
Pounds of our Money. Dr. Gemelli Carers 
who was here in 1698, tells us of an extra- 
ordinary Pearl that he faw here ; it was in 
Shape a pcrfedl Pear, in Weight fixty Grains, 
and was abfolutcly clear and ripe. This 
Pearl was taken at Panama by a Black be- 
longing to a Prieft, who refuted to fell it to 
the Viceroy of Peru for feventy thoufand 
Pieces of Eight, faying, He would carry it 
to his Majefty himfelf 5 but he died at the 
Havana ; and the Pearl was fent to the 
King by another Prieft to whom he confi- 
ded if. 

There are in the Ifland of Cuba fome other 
good Ports, particularly thatof HonJa, which 
lies to the Weft ward of the Havana^ and is 
very little inferior to it in any Refpedt, though 
it is not much frequented. Some other Creeks 
alfo might be improved into better Ports than 
moft on the Continent, but for Want of In-- 
habitants they are neglcdted. For the fame 
Reafon the Copper Mines are not wrought 
to any very confiderable Profit, and perhaps 
they would not be wrought at all, but that 
out of them is taken the Metal requifite for 
making the Brafs Cannon, not only for the 
Fortifications here, but throughout the ff^eji 
Indies. The French have more than once 
difcovercd an Inclination to fettle on Cuia^ 
as well as they have done on Hifpaniola j but 
the Treaty of TJtrecht has put an End to this 
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Prcjedy (itice it gives us an unqueftionable 
Right to hinder them if ever they (hould at* 
tempt it. 

The Ifland of Hijpaniola^ which is alio 
called St. Domingo^ was by the Natives ftylcd 
Hayti. It lies in the midft, between Cuba^ 
yamaica^ and Porto Rico^ and is fcparatcd frotn 
the laft only by a narrow Chartnel. It is ge^ 
nerally ftylcd the fecond of thcfe Iflands, 
Cuba being held the firft ; but upon a more 
cxadt Computation, it is found at leaft as 
large, extending in Length from Eaft to Weft 
four hundred and eighty Miles,and in Breadth 
from North to South, about ninety. It is 
furroundcd by little Iflands which arc very 
convenient, and of great Advantage to the 
Inhabitants. The Climate is according to its 
Situation, extremely hot, yet not without 
fome Qualification from the Winds, which 
blow here at certain Seafons r It alfo rains 
here at certain times exccflively, yet not in 
all Places alike; but on the Whole it cannot 
be faid that the Air is by any means compa- 
rable to that of Cuba. The Soil alfo differs 
very confiderably, being in fome Places ex- 
tremely rich and fertile, in others miferably 
poor and barren. 

Chrijlopber Columbui difcovered this Coun- 
try in 1492, as we havefhcwn in the former 
Book. He built here the Cities of St.Do^ 
mingo and Ifabella. By degrees the Spani^ 
ards conquered and deftroyed the Inhabi- 
L 4 tants^ 
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tants, though not without a great deal, of 
Rcfiftance,' as; will, be cafily conceived wheri^ 
the Reader is told, that in the Extirpation of 
thefe People • there -were not lefs than three 
Millions of Souls deftroyed. While the Na- 
tives enjoyed their Poflcflions, the SpantJJ^ 
Inhabitants lived much more happily, and 
enjoyed much greater Affluence, than they 
have done iince j for thefe People cultivated 
their Lands, fupplied them with Fifti, and 
brought them fome Jniall Quantities of Gold, 
.wherever they had it ; whereas now the far 
greater Part. of what the Spaniards claim ra- 
ther than poiTcfs, . is Dcfcrt,; and produces 
them little or nothing. 

The Spaniards were for many Years the 
fole Poflcirors of this Ifland, and for fomc 
part of that Time it was a very flourifhing 
Colony 5 for as it was the firft of their Dif- 
coveries, fo it was the Center of their Com- 
merce in thefe Parts 5 but. when P^r« fell 
into their Hands, and they began to make 
great Additions to their Territories on. the 
Continent of North America^ this Ifland be- 
gan to be flighted, which encouraged the 
French about the Middle of the.laft Century 
to fix themfelves on the North Side of the 
Ifland, whence at firfl: they might have cafily 
been driven 5 but they arc now . grown fo 
.ftrong, and have improved their Settlements . 
fo much, that it would be not only imprac- 
ticable to attempt the removing them, but 

, . . . t^^^y 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



"\ 



SPANISH AMERICA. 169 

they might, if they pleafed, without any 
conliderable Difficulty, make themfelves Ma* 
fters of the whole Ifland, which in all Pro- 
bability they would have done, if the Benefits 
which they draw from the Neighbourhood 
of the Spaniards were not greater than any 
which could be derived from their ExpuU 
fion. 

The Commodities of this Country arc 
Hides, Sugar, Ginger, Cocoa, Wax, Honey, 
Ambergreafe, various kinds of Woods for the 
Ufe of Dyers. There were formerly Mines 
of Gold, the richcft that ever were heard of, 
and Mines of Silver of very confiderable Va- 
lue, but they are now abandoned as not 
worth the working ; ypt for all this, fome of 
the old Spanip Planters live here in great 
State and Plenty, and which is more extra- 
ordinary, confidering how ill this Climate 
agrees with new Comers, they live in good 
Health, and to great Ages, fome of them 
having reached to a hundred and twenty, and 
many of them exceeding fourfcore. 

The Capital of the whole Ifland is the 
City of St. Domingo. It is feated on the 
South Side of the Ifland, at the Mouth of the 
River of Ozama, in a fine Plain, which ren- 
ders it extremely pleafant^ and (hews it to 
great Advantage from the Sea. • It is a large 
. well-built City, and contains feveral Edifices 
more magnificent than is ufual in the Indies. 
It has a fine Cathedral, fevcn large Monafte* 
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ries, and two Nunneries ; the Governor-Ge- 
neral of the Spanijb Iflands rcfides here, as 
alfo the Judges of the Royal Courts, which 
makes it the fupreme Scat of Juftice, and 
thereby fecures it from falling into Ruin, as 
otherwife it certainly would do through the 
Lofs of Trade. Bcfidcs, it is alfo the Seat of 
an Archblflhop, to whom the Bifliops of the 
Conception in this Ifland, of St. John dePor-^ 
to RicOy of St. Jago de Cuba^ of Venezuela in 
New Cajlile^ and oi Honduras^ arc Suffra- 
gans : Whence it is eafy to conceive that its 
principal Inhabitants are Lawyers and Clergy. 
It has alfo a good Port, and the greateft Part 
of the Trade that is carried on by the Spani^ 
crds is here. In 1586 it was taken by Sir 
Francis Drake, who held it a whole Month, 
and then burnt a Part of it, but fpared the 
reft on the Inhabitants agreeing to give him 
fixty thoufand Pieces of Eight by way of 
Ranfom. It quickly recovered its Luftre, and 
would have maintained it if Trade had not 
decayed 5 as it is, it makes a good Appear- 
ance, and the Number of its Inhabitants, in- 
cluding People of all Complexions, Negroes 
as well as Spaniards, is thought to exceed 
twenty-five thoufand, and fome fay. there arc 
many more. 

Other Cities there were in this Ifland, 
which formerly made a confiderablc Figure, 
fuch as that of the Conception^ which is a 
Bifliop's See, St. Jago Cavallcros, inhabited 
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by Buccaneers or Hunters; &nd then as to 
Ports, they had Puerta de la Plata^ and 
many others, which were deftroyed fo often 
by Pirates, that at length they funk into 
Fifliing Villages, no longer worth the taking. 
Of late Years it is faid the Spanijh Affairs in 
this Ifland are on the mending hand. 

The Streight between the Iflands of Cuba 
und Hijpanioh^ which is about 18 Leagues 
over, is that which is fo well known to us by 
the Name of the Windward Pajfage^ by 
which our Ships fometimes return from y^- 
maica i but as this PafTage is both difficult 
and dangerous, it is* feldom that Ships make 
Choice of it, but on the contrary, fail quite 
round the Ifland of Cuba^ and fo through the 
Gulph of Florida. Hence in few Words, 
the Importance of keeping thcfc Paffages free 
and open is made apparent, for otnerwife 
not only our Navigation fufFers, but by de- 
grees the Inhabitants of the Ifland of Jamaica 
mufl: be undone, and that Ifland return into 
the Hands of its old PoflTeflTors the Spaniards^ 
even without the Trouble of an Invafion. 

St. John de Porto Rico, though it be lefs 
than either Cuba or Hifpaniola, is however a 
very fine Ifland, It is in Length from Eaft 
to Weft about 150 Miles, in Breadth between 
50 and 60 ; the Midft of the Ifland is in the 
Latitude of i8^ As to the Climate, it is ex- 
ceflively hot in Summer, which lafts from 
May to September \ and very moi.ft and rainy 
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in the Winter \ the Soil however is extremely 
rich and fertile, abounding in fine Meadows, 
well flocked with wild Cattle, ^ which how- 
cwtx were originally of SpaniJIo Breed, 

This Ifland,as we haveobfervcd elfewhere, 
!was by its ancient Inhabitants ftyled Boriquen 5 
it was difcovered by Admiral Columbus in 
1493, ^^^^ called it by the Name of Saint 
John the Baptiji. It coft the Spaniards 
however a good deal of Trouble to reduce it, 
.the Inhabitants being a brave gallant People,an(l 
extremely fond of Liberty. By degrces,notwith- 
ilanding, and by dint of the mighty Advan- 
tages they had over them in the Art of War, 
the new Comers not only conquered, but ex- 
tirpated the Natives, though at their firfi: 
Arrival they were not lefs than fix hundred 
thoufand. The Confequence was the fame 
here as elfewhere, the Dcftrudion of the Peo- 
ple has, been the Ruin of the Ifland ; and 
there is no longer any confiderable Quantity 
of Gold to be met with here, which formerly 
was found in vaft Quantities, and for the Sake 
of which thefe poor innocent People were 
flaughtered; and fuch EfFedls muft in the 
Nature of things always attend on fuch bafc 
and bloody Expedients. 

The Capital of the Ifland is the City of 
Porto RicOy which fomc fuppofe to have 
been fo called from the Excellence of its 
Port, which is indeed as good as can be, and 
where the largeft Ships may lie in the utmoft 

Safety. . 
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Safety. Porto Rico ftands on the North Side 
of the Ifland, in another joined to the Conti- 
nent by a.Caufeway, which runs diredtly 
crbfs the Harbour. It is the Place of Rcfi- 
dence of the King o( Spain's Governor/ 
and is likewife a Bifhop's See, large and well 
built) and better inhabited than moft Spani/b 
Cities, the true Reafon of which is its being 
the Center of the contraband Trade carried 
on by the Englijh and French^ with the King 
of Spain's Subjedts, notwithflanding the Se- 
verity of the Laws, and the extraordinary 
Precautions taken. to prevent it. There is a- 
very ftrong Citadel built on the South Weft 
Side of the Place, which commands and de- 
fends it J and befides this there is a very ftrong 
Caftlc, which protefts the Port. In 1595: 
Sir Francis Drake was here, and burnt all 
the Ships 5 but forcfeeing that he fliould not 
be able to keep the. Place without abandoning 
all his other Defigns, he left it. Three Years 
afterwards the Earl of Cumberland reduced 
it, and had feme Thoughts of keeping it, 
but lofing 400 Men in the Space of a Month 
by a contagious Difeafe, he was glad to de- 
part, carrying with him feventy Pieces of 
Cannon, and an immenfe Booty in Plate. In 
1 6 1 5 the Dutch fent a ftrong Fleet hither, but 
with no great Succels, for they only took 
and plundered the City, not being able to re^ 
duce the Caftle, which with the other Forts 
are now in a i)etter Condition than ever, this 

Harbour 
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Harbour having been found of vaft Ufei, 
ilnce the Spaniards have thought it their 
Intcrcft to difhirb our Commerce* 

The principal Commodities^ in which the 
Traders of Porto Rico deal, are Sugar, Gin- 
ger, Hides, Cotton-thread, or Raw Cotton, 
Caffia, Maftick, (§c. They have alfo great 
Quantities of Salt, and make a confiderablo 
Profit of the Sale of their Oranges and Le- 
mons, as Fruit, and in Sweetmeats* They 
have a great many good Veflcls, in which 
they fail to various Parts of America ; and 
this it is that affords them an Opportunity of 
carrying on the illicit T\fade before-mention- 
ed. Befides Porto Rico, there are fevcral con- 
fiderable Towns, fuch as Areziboy Guadia^ 
mila, St. Germain, &c. The Genius of the 
People, and the convenient Situation of this 
Ifland, would render it the mod flouriHiing 
of all the Spanijh CoXomts, if fome great In- 
tonveniencies did not keep the People under. 
Thefe are principally three j great Droughts 
which are but too frequent, and which bring 
the Inhabitants to the very Point of ftarving j 
Hurricanes, which happen alfo very often, 
and do incredible Mifchiefs at Sea and on 
Shore ; and laftly, the Dcfcents of Privateers, 
which have been fo frequent and (o fatal, that 
all the Sea-Ports have been ruined over and 
over; and perhaps this is one Rcafon why 
the Guarda Coftas, fitted out from Porto 
Rico, are remarkably cruel. It is (lot eafy ta 
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fix the Number of People upon this Jfland; 
but fome who pretend to be extremely well 
acquainted therewith, afiure us that they do 
not exceed ten thoufand. 

The Ifland of Mona^ which is very fmall^ 
according to fome Writers not above three 
Leagues in Circuit, h*cs between Porto Rico 
and St. Domingo. Its Climate and Soil are 
faid to be excellent j there is great Plenty of 
good Water, and the Oranges that grow here 
are by much the largeft and fincft in Ame^ 
rica. It is well peopled for its Extent ; and 
as it is under a particular Governor for the 
King oiSpain^ we thought it dcfcrved par- 
ticular Notice. 

C H A P. X. 

Of Peruviana, or South America ingemrah 

THIS vaft Country is a kind of triangu- 
lar Peninfula, joyned to North Ame^ 
rtca by the Ifthmus of Darien^ and on eve- 
ry other Side furrounded by the Sea. On the 
North it hath the Antilles and the North Sea^ 
on the Eaft the Spanijh America^ which is 
all that we have to deal with ^ hath befides 
the Sea the Portugueze Settlements in Brafili 
on the South lie the Strcights of Magellan^ 
and on the Weft that vaft Ocean which we 
call thePacific Ocean. On this Side of the South 
Sea the Sfanijb Poflcflions reach from the 
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Jfthmus oi Panama to the Streights of ikfe- 
gellan j but then they are far from reaching 
irom the Sea Coafl: to the Heart of the Coun^ 
try. On the North Sea, their Territories 
teach no farther than the Equinodtial on one 
^Side^ and commence again at the Rio de la 
JPlata . on the other, the large Country of 
Brafil taking up the middle Space. From 
the Rio de la Plata the. Spaniards claim ra- 
ther than poflefs all the Coaft to the Streights 
of Magellan. ; . 

The large Provinces of T^erra Firma, ^f//- 
tOy and Peru, lie entirely within the Torrid 
Zone, and are confequently extremely hot. 
The Country of Chili, and the ^erra Ma-- 
gellanica lie in the Southern temperate Zone. 
All the Provinces however arc, in point of 
Soil, fufficiently fruitful j and, if we confidcr 
the immenfe Quantities of Silver and Gold 
which have been drawn out of its Bowels, it 
may well be reputed the richeft Country in 
the Globe. Its Rivers we fliall fpeak of in 
the particular Provinces through which they 
pafs, as alfo of the Commodities in which it 
abounds ; for here we intend to fpeak only 
of Things in general, that the Reader may 
the better apprehend what /follows, and that 
we may not be under a Neccflity of making 
frequent Repetitions. 

. The Countries which are already in the 
Hands of the Spaniards are of fo great Ex-^ 
tent, and afford fuch vaft Riches, that they 
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hive no Temptation to make either Con-" 
queft or Difcovcries ; and as the fame thing 
maybe faid of the Portugueze Settlements 
in Brafily fo from thence we gather with the 
utmoft Certainty, that there is a very large 
Country in South America^ altogether undif- 
covered, or at Icaft unpoflefs'd by any £//- 
ropean Nation. If any one defires to be more 
particularly informed concerning this Point; 
let him examine the beft Maps of South yf- 
tncrica which have been publiflied, and all 
the credible Relations that have come from 
thofe Parts, and they will find that this un- 
difcovered Country, of which I fpcak, muft 
be in Length near two thoufand Miles from 
Eaft to Weft, and near a thoufand broad froni 
North to South. The People poflefled of 
thefe Parts are not only the original Inhabi- 
tants, but alfo vaft Numbers of Indians^ wha 
have fled hither from the Cruelties of the 
Spaniards ; and if we confider their Multi- 
tudes, and the vaft Advantaged they have 
from the Situation of the Countries in which 
they dwell, we (hall fee no juft Rcafon td 
fuppofe they ever will be conquered, unlefs it 
be by the Miflionarics, in the Manner by 
which they have fubdued the People of P^- 
raguay. However it be, this unknown Coun- 
try contains a great deal more Land, as well 
as many more People, than all the Provinces 
of the Spanijh Empire j and there is good 
Reafon to believe that it is infinitely more 
M rich 
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rich in Silver, Gold, Jewels, as well as in' 
Cattle, Corn, Sugar, rich Drugs, and fine 
Fruits. Of this we can fcarcp doubt, if wo 
reflect on what the bcft Spanijh Writers af- 
firm, that at the Time Pizarro made his firft 
Irruption into this Country of Peru ^ he found 
the Kitchen-Utcnfils in the meaneft Houfes of 
Gold, and their Roofs covered with Tiles of 
the fame Metal ; but there arc no fuch great 
Quantities of Gold now to be had, whence 
wc ought to conclude, that this immenfe 
Plenty of that precious Metal came from 
the inland Parts of which we have been 
fpcaking. 

All the Provinces in South jlmerica are 
fubjeil to one Governor, whois ftyled Vice- 
roy, and Captain-General of Peru^ whofc 
Refidence is at Lima. Some' Writers do in- 
deed diftinguifh between thefe two Officers 
and the Perfons poflefled of them, but with- 
out anyjufl Grounds; for though it be true 
that the Commiffions, Salaries, and Powers 
of thcfe Offices are diftindt, yet it is certain 
they arc both in the fame Perfon, though it 
mud be allowed that in Mexico there are 
fometimes a Viceroy and a Captain-GeneraU 
But as it would be fimply impoffible for one 
Man to govern abfolutely and by his own Di- 
redlion. Territories fo far diftant from each 
other, and of fuch vaft Extent, his Province 
is divided into feveral Audiences, n)iz. Pa^^ 
nama^ ^erra Firma^ Cbuquifaca^ ^^ito^ 

Litna^ 
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tjima^ and Chili j fo that the Viceroy enjoys 
only a Pre-eminence, with a ReferVation in 
fomc Cafes of Appeals, and the fupremc 
Diredlion of military Affairs j in other Rc- 
fpe£ts thofe Audiences arc in a manner inde-^ 
pendent of them. . 

Audiences differ not much from what^ 
the French call Parliaments \ each of 
them confifts of a certain Number of Judges 
conftituted by his Catholick Majefly, with 
Officers dependent upon them, the whole un* 
der the Direction of a Preficnt, who is fu* 
' J>reme throughout his Jurifdiilion* Every Au* 
dience is divided into four Chambers, or 
Royal Courts j the firfl of thefc is flyled the 
Chamber of Jujlice^ and in this all things 
arc done which relate to the Adminiflratlon 
of publick Affairs. The next is the criminal 
Courts The third is in the Nature of the 
King's Exchequer^ to which belong all Mat^ 
ters relating to the Revenue. The lafl is 
ftyled the Chamber of Ttreafitre^ or Court of 
Aids ; and it takes Care of the Royal Funds, 
and whatever belongs to the Crown in Pro- 
perty, whereas the Exchequer meddles only 
with Rents, Duties, Fines, and in (liort with '^ 
the current Revenue* /' 

The Viceroy and the Prefidents are ufually 
conftituted for feven Years ; the Governors . 
of fome few Places of Importance for fivd 
Years j but the far greater part of the Go- 
vernors enjoy their Authority only for three 
M a Yearsj 
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Years, , and owe their Preferment entirely to, 
the Will and Plcafure of the Viceroys. This* 
Scheme of the SpaniJI) Policy is plainly to' 
prevent thefe great Officers from making, 
many Creatures, andeftablifliingan extenfivc 
Intereft in their refpedlivc Jurifdidlions, 
\vhcnce very mifchievous Confequcnces might 
be feared in ia Country at fuch a vaft Diftancc 
from the Seat of its Sovereign's Refidence/ 
But if in this Refpeil there may be fome Ad-> 
vantages, there are alfo many and great In- 
con veniencies foUov/ from it. i 
To fay the Truth, this very Rule which 
may pafs for the Conftitutipn of the Spanijh 
America^ is the Source of all the Evils com-! 
plained of in that Government. For Ma- 
gift rates of all Ranks, knowing exaftly how. 
long their Power is to continue, whether they- 
behave ill or well, think of nothing but pil- 
laging the People, and raifing vaft Eftates.' 
It appears to them a kind of Harveft, with 
this additional Circumftance, that a Man has. 
but one in his Life-time. Thus the King's. 
Servants are, generally fpeaking, a Race of 
Thieves, and the Rulers of the People a Suc- 
ceflion of Robbers. In fuch a Country what 
can be expcdted but Corruption and Mifma- 
nagemeht ? from whence it follows, that the 
Government is weak and hated, and the Sub- 
jefts in general uneafy and opprefled. It may. 
be faid that the Court of Madrid muft fome 
time or other think of a Reformations but 

if 
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if they (hould^ another Queftion would arlfe. 
Whether, when they may think of it, it will be 
prafticablc ? For, when an evil Management 
|ias prevailed for Ages, it is fometimes found 
to be neither fafe nor prudent to attempt fct- 
ting Things right all at once ; and it is even 
doubtful whether a gradual Amendment cduld 
now be brought about. 

The fettled Appointment of the Viceroy 
of Peru is forty thoufand Pieces of Eight a 
Year, befides occafional Salaries, which a- 
mount to twice as much, and Perquifites 
which exceed all Computation. I have feea 
a Spanijh Hiftory of the Viceroys of Peru 
from the Time oi Francis Pizarro to 1720, 
when the Prince de Santa Bueno had that 
Title, who was the thirtieth. When this 
high Office is. vacant, as it frequently is by 
Death, the Government is admin iftered by 
the Royal Audience, that is, the Audience of 
Lima. If I (hould attempt to fpeak of the 
Number of People in South America^ Imuft 
do it from very indifferent Authority, and 
therefore I refer the Reader to the firft 
Chapter of this Book. I (hall now proceed 
to a diftinft Account of the fcvcral Jurif* 
didions within the Limits of Peru. 



Hi CHAP. 
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C HA P. X. 

Of the New, or Golden Caftilcj called alfo 
the Terra Firma, 

THE frequent Alterations which the 
Spaniards have made not only in the 
r^ames, but in the Boundaries and Diflribu-^ 
tion of the Provinces im South America^ ren- 
der it impoflible for us to proceed with the 
funme Regularity in the Description of them 
as we did in thofe of Mexico ; all that we 
can do, is to follow that Method which appears 
to us the cleareft and the moft concife, and to 
omit nothing which may contribute to the 
Reader's obtaining a diftinft Notion of thefe 
Parts. 

The Province of New Cajlile was difco- 
vered by Cbrijlopber Columbus^ in his third 
Voyage, and was fo called by his Sailors, 
who were moft of them Natives of Old Ca^ 
Jlile. It afterwards obtained the Name of 
the Golden Cajlile^ from the large Quantities 
of that Metal found therein, particularly in 
the Diftrid of Uraba. It is a very large . 
Territory, bounded by the Sea, on the North i 
by Caribana and Guiana on the Eaft; by 
Peru^ and the Country of the Amazom on 
the South; and by the Pacijic Ocean on the 
Weft, As to the Climate, it cannot be call- 
ed cither wholefome or pleafant, fince in one 
Part of the Year they are fcorched with the 

burning 
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burning Rays of the Sun, and in the othc^ 
drowned with continual Rains. The Soil is 
very different, for in fome Places, though 
there is a perpetual Verdure, yet the Trees 
produce little or no Fruit, and in other Parts 
there is a vaft Plenty of all things, infomuch 
that they have two Harvefts, and their Mea- 
dows feed prodigious Multitudes of Cattle. 
The Mountains abound with Lions, Tygers, 
and all forts of wild Beafts. Rivers and Ri- 
vulets there arc in abundance ; but feme of 
them are fo far from being wholefomc, that 
their Waters are dangerous, and not fit to be 
drank* There were formerly very rich Mines 
of Gold in this Province, but they are now 
in a manner exhaufted, yet fome Remains 
there are, as well as Silver and Iron Mines, 
which have been fince open'd. On the Sea 
Coaft there was formerly a very rich Pearl 
Fifliery, but it is now in fonie meafure wore 
out. 

The Natives of this Part of America were 
never thoroughly conquered, and in all hu- 
man Probability never will, for on the one 
hand they are a very warlike, gallant People, 
and on the other hand they hate the Spani-^ 
ards to a Degree which Words can hardly 
exprefs. Our Privateers have frequently made 
ufe of them in their Expeditions, and have 
obferved this Averfion of theirs to the Spa^^ 
: niards to extend fo far as not to give or to 
receive Quarter from them. It is not how- 
ever to be expected that the Indians fhould 
M 4 do 
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do much towards the entire Conqucft of thcfo 
Parts from the Spaniard j firft, bccaufe they 
are not very numerous or powerful ; and, 
icconclly, bccaufe they are of a fickle incon- 
ftant Difpofition, and in reality not cordially 
affedcd to any Eurcpeam^ as may be eafily 
gathered, by a Comparifon of the many Re- 
lations we have of the Expeditions of the 
Buccaneers into this Province, vvrhich they 
have invaded more frequently than any o-» 
then 

This extenfive Country is divided, for the 
Sake of its more eafy Government, into fc- 
veralDiftriias, of all which we fliall treat ia 
their Order, from that Part of the Country 
which borders on North America^ to the 
great Country of Guiana^ which lies to the 
South of the Province of which we are now 
fpcaking. But in as much as entering into a 
particular Detail of the Circumftances of 
pach Diftridl in Point of Soil, Climate, Com-, 
modities, Gfr. would extend this Trad much 
too far, we will fpeak only of fuch Places as 
are beft known, and their Commerce. 
/ The moft Northern Part of the New Ca^ 
I Jiile is that which is ftyled the Jfthmus of Da^ 
rien ; and the principal City therein was that 
^^ N ombre de Dios. This City, which is 
now entirely abandoned, ftood at the Dif- 
tance of about twenty Miles Eaft of Porto 
Bel/o. It was feated on the Shore in the 
midft of a great Wood, which rendered it 

extremely 
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txtrcmcly inconvenient, and exceflively un- 
wholefome. Befides this, there was a Martti 
on the Weft Side of the Town, which in 
the rainy Scafon fent up pcftilential Vapours; 
the Road, for it cannot well be called a Har- 
bour, was neither fafc nor commodious ; and 
yet with all thefc Inconveniencies Nombre de 
Dies would have continued a Place of great 
Trade and Confequencc, if it had not been 
deftroyed over and over by the Englijh^ who 
fometimcs burnt, fomctimes ranfomcd it, 
which compelled its Inhabitants to look out 
for fome Place with a better Port, and more 
capable of being fortified than the City of 
Nombre de Dm was. 

The Place they fixed on was that which is 
now called Puerto Bello^ difcovcred, as wc 
»have before obfervcd, by Chrijlopher Colum- 
bus in 1507. It ftands about the Middle of 
the narroweft Part of the Ifthmus, and not 
above fifty Miles from Panama^ which is on 
the other Side. Its Situation is very agree-/' 
able, ftanding about a quarter of a Mile from 
the Harbour, in a fine Plain watered by three 
Rivulets. It confifts of two good Streets, 
and fome little Outlets ; in it there are two 
good Churches, a handfome Houfe for the 
Governor, an Exchange for the Merchants, 
a Cuftom-houfe, and a great Number of 
. Warehoufes. After all it is no very confidc- 
rablc Place, exclufivc of the Trade carried 
pn there during ^the Fair, for it is an opea 
- : Town, 
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Town, without cither Wall or Fortification.J 
all the Cafttes and Forts, of which we (hall 
fpcak hereafter, being intended ,to protedl the 
Harbour only. The Air is as unwholefomc 
as that oiNombre de Dios, though there arc 
not fo many Marflics about it. The Sea, 
"^ when it ebbs, leaves a vaft Quantity of black 
ftinking Mud upon the Beach, from whence 
there exhales an intolerable noifomc Vapour, 
which is fuppofed to be the chief Caufe of 
the Unwholefomnefs of the Place, Be that 
as it will, certain it is, that at every annual 
Fair near four hundred People are carried off 
by the Maladies which reign here, particu- 
larly a kind of peftilcntial Fever, which cau- 
iing a Mortification in the Entrails, carries 
off the Patient in three Days. It is no won- 
der therefore, that except at this trading Sea- 
fon, Porfo Bella is very thinly inhabited. To 
fay the Truth, there arc none refide here but 
what are obliged to it on account of their 
Employments, either in the Army, or in the 
Commerce : So that there are not reckoned 
in it above two or three thoufand People, the 
Garrifon included. 

The Harbour of Porfo Bello, which very , 
well dcferves that Name, is both large and 
fafe 5 it is formed by a Peninfula, about four 
Miles in Length, joyned to the main Land 
by a very narrow Ifthmus. The Harbour is 
about half a Mile over at its Mouth, but it 
grows wider as you enter it farther, which 

renders 
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rtnders it very commodious, as well as very 
fafc. According to a Spanijh Plan, wherein 
the Soundings arc very exactly laid down, 
there arc about twenty Fathoms Water at 
the Entrance of this Port, towards the North 
Coafl, and fourteen on the South, and about 
ten Fathom in the Midft of the Harbour all 
the Way. It is certain that moft of our Geo- 
graphers and other Writers have fallen into 
great Miflakes about this Place, To fpeak 
impartially, there are fucH wide Variations 
in their Accounts, that it is no eafy Matter 
to diftinguifli the Truth. Some Authors 
place it in the Latitude of 9® 54', and in the 
Longitude of Sa*' 52', whereas in reality it 
lies in 9^ 33' Latitude, and in 79* 45' Lon- 
gitude, that is. Weft from London: As to 
its Fortifications, they have been fo oftea 
ruined and rebuilt, and befides this have fo 
frequently changed their Names, that it is a 
very difficult Matter to give a tolerable Ac- 
count of them. On the North Side of the 
Harbour there ftood formerly a ftrong Fort, 
called St. Philip. In my Spanijh Map this 
is called Fort de la Mare^ but of late it has 
been ftyled Cajlillo del Hi err 0^ or the Iron 
Caftle. Oppofitc to this, on the other Side 
of the Bay, ftood the Fort of St. J ago, called 
in my Map Forto Grande. A little lower, 
that is, between this Fort and the Town, 
ftood the Cajlillo de la Gloria, or Cajlle of 
Qlory, an irregular Fortification, but the 

ftrongcft 
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ftrongcft of them all. In the Town itfel^ 
but open to\yards the Sea, ftood Fort St. Mi-- 
<hael^ which fcems to be that which was 
lately ftylcd 5/. Jerome's Cajile. 

In fpite of all the Pains taken to fortify it, 
there are few Places which have fallen oftner 
into the Hands of an Enemy than Porto Bel^ 
lo. In 1595, before it was half finiftied, it 
was taken and ranfomed by the famous Sir 
Francis Drake^ who died, and was thrown 
overboard in the Harbour. In 1601 it was 
taken again by Gapt, Parker^ though it had 
then as many Forts as it had lately. In 1669 
it was taken, after a very obftinate Defence, 
by Capt. Morgan and his Buccaneers. In 
1678, Capt. CroxoYt, at the Head of another 
Body of Freebooters, furprized and plunder- ' 
ed the Town, though they did not make 
themfelves Maftcrs of the Forts : And final- 
ly, in 1739, it was taken, and all its Forti- 
fications demoliflied by Admiral Vernon^ with 
fix Ships only. We have no Room to men- 
tion the Particulars of that glorious Adtion, 
nor indeed is it neccflary, fince all the World 
is well acquainted with it, and with the in- 
credible Damage the Spaniards have received 
thereby : This Port being now laid entirely 
open, neither can it be ever refortified with- 
out our Permiflion. 

/ Before the Arrival of the Galleons in this 

^ Port, proper Exprefles are difpatched to P/i- 

namay requiring the King's Treafure, and 
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Ac Merchandize from Chili and Peru to be 
conveyed thence to Porto Bello. This mayi 
. be performed two Ways, by Land, which is' 
a Journey of about fifty Miles, and a pretty > 
good Road in Summer; or by Water, which 
is the only Method in Winter ; and then the 
Plate and Goods are conveyed to Venta de- 
CruZy which is twenty-one Miles, by Mules, 
and thence down the Rio Chiagro to the Sea, 
whence they are tranfported to Porto Bello^ 
which is about eighteen Leagues diftant* 
Thefe different Methods of Carriage iare of 
vaft Utility, for in the Summer-time thci?/(^. 
Cbiagro is frequently fo low, that Boats can-: 
not pafs ; and on the other hand, in the Win- 
ter, when the Navigation by that River is 
free, the Road by Land is altogether impafP 
able. 

All the Country in this Neighbourhood, 
and indeed the greateft Part of the Ifthmus is 
of fmall Value and little regarded, the Climate' 
being bad, the Soil a continued Bog, the 
Rivers muddy, and their Waters unwhole-, 
fome. This Defcription may ferve as far aS' 
the Gulph of Darien^ in the Neighbourhood; 
of which there were formerly fome confide-; 
rable Towns, but now they are ruined and. 
decayed ; fo that there is nothing remarkable^ 
or worth defcribing, till we come to the Go-' 
vernment of Cartbagena, to which thcreforcl 
wc fhall proceed, * . 

This^ 
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This Government of Carthagena is vcry^: 
confidcrablc, byReafon of the great Trade of 
that City, for otherwifc the adjacent Country 
cannot be ftyled rich, and is far from being, 
populous. It was conquered about the Year 
1532 hy Don Peter de Herediay whofe Sue- 
ceffors, that they might run no Hazard of its 
being conquered again, made it their Bufineft 
to ruin and root out the Inhabitants. Before 
they did this there were found confiderablc . 
Quantities of Gold, hidden in Caves, and 
Pits by the Indians i but now thofe People 
arc abfolutely dcftroyed, there is very little or 
no Gold to be got. 

The City of Carthagena, which is the 
Capital of this Province, ftands in the Lati- 
tude of 10^ 30' and in the Longitude of 75^ 
zV Weft from London. It is a very fine 
City, as well as a very rich and a very ftrong 
one, confiding of five large Streets, each near 
half a Mile in Length, one larger and longer 
than the reft, in the Center of which there 
is a noble Square. The Houfes are moftly 
of Stone, . very neatly built, and take it alto-* 
gethcr, there is no City of its Bignefs that can 
make a finer Appearance 5 fcarcc any can 
boaft of fo happy a Situation, Carthagena is 
divided into the Upper and the Lower ; the 
Upper ftands on the Ifthmus, the Lower on a 
little Ifland, for fuch it feems to be, when 
the Sea flows. The Spaniards call this Ga^ 
fimni, tliat is to fay, the Sulfurics. Its Har- 
bour 
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bour is excellent, but very hard to be dc« 
fcribed It is formed by an liland called 
Faru^ and a Peninfula, which is called Nave^ 
about four Miles in Length. The Coaft of 
both runs South by Weft, and North by Eaft ; 
to the South of the Peninfulalies the Ifland, 
which on the North Eaft is fcparated from 
the Land by a very narrow Paflage. There 
runs out from the North-weft Corner a Neck 
of Land which reaches within three Furlongs 
of the Peninfula of Nave. This fmall Dis- 
tance makes the Entrance of the Harbour 
thence ftylcd Boca cbica^ i. c. Littlemoutk The 
Harbour lies behind the Ifthmus, between it 
and the Continent, and is one of the fincft 
and moft commodious Ports in the Univerfe, 
capable of containing not only one, but many 
large Fleets, which might ride fafely in many 
Parts of it ; and therefore the Galleons win- 
ter here, whenever they are obliged to ftay 
in America. The Shore on which the City 
ftands, is fo (hallow and rocky, that though 
the Sea lies immediately before it, yet it is 
impoflible to approach it, at leaft fo as to land 
any Troops ; but Admiral Vernon has lately 
thrown a great many Bombs into it, which 
have dcllroyed abundance of fine Edifices, 
and done incredible Mifchief. 

The Harbour is naturally ftrong, and in 
point of Fortifications, is better provided than 
any Place in the U^eji Indies^ the Havana 
only excepted. The Mouth of it is com- 
manded 
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xnandcd by the Fort of St. Lewis. Withiri/' 
on an Ifland, Hands that of Sf. Jofeph^ and 
two others, viz. the Forts of St. Philip and 
y antes (land on tlie Shore three quarters of a 
Mile before you come to the Port. On the 
Point of Land before-mentioned^ within three 
Miles of the City, Hands the Caftic or Fort' 
of Santa Cruz 5 as alfo the Caftillo Grande^ 
which is in a manner inacccflible, cither by 
Land or Water. Oppofite to this Fort ftands- 
that of Mancanillo i and befides thefe there > 
is a Redoubt which commands the narrow 
. Paflhge between the upper and the lower City. 
Both Parts of the City itfclf are walled round, 
and regularly fortified : About a quarter of a 
Mile from thence, on the Continent, ftands 
the ftrong Fort of St. Philip de Baraxas^ 
which commands both Cities ; and a Mile 
from thence the very rich and famous Monafte- 
ry of Our Lady of the Candlejlickj which is 
likewife well fortified. It is nottobefuppofed 
that thefe Works were raifed all at once ; the 
contrary is certain, the Spaniards h\i\\t them 
according to the Rules which their Neceffi- 
ties prefcribed them. 

In 1585 this Place was taken by SxxFran-i 
CIS Drake with a Body of two thoufand three 
hundred Land Forces : they kept Pofleflion 
of it fix Weeks ; and having burnt a Part of 
the City, received thirty thoufand Pound 
Sterling in Specie for the Ranfom of the Re- 
mainder of it* A very fliort Time after five 

Frencht 
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French Privateers took it again, and carried o^ 
a Booty worth a hundred and fifty thoufand 
Ducats, but burnt the Place, which was new-* 
ly repaired, to the Ground* In 1697 the 
Sieur de P^«//i undertook to plunder it with a 
Squadron of French Men of War, on board 
of which there were four thoufand one hun- 
dred fcventy five Men. At St. Domingo he 
was joined by a Squadron of Buccaneers, 
confiding of Hx Ships, and about fifteen hun-- 
dred Men, without whofe Afliftance, in all 
Probability, he had mifcarried. The Place 
made a vigorous Refiflance, but was at length 
taken, though not without confiderable Loft 
to the French. We have various Accounts 
of the Plunder which they carried off; but 
the mofl authentic Relations I have met with 
compute it at two Millions Sterling at the 
leaft. Befidcs, the Buccaneers being diflatif- 
fied with their Share, returned again, and 
retook Pofleflion of the City, notwjthftand- 
jng the former Compofition, ftripping the. 
Inhabitants of five hundred thoufand Pounds 
more. 

Since this Time the City of Carthagena 
has been thoroughly repaired, or rather re- 
built, and better fortified than ever. There 
are in it five Churches, befides the Cathedral, 
which is in itfelf anoble Strudlure, its Infide 
being as richly furniflicd as itsOutfide is mag* 
nificent. There are alfo eleven Convents, a 
fine Palace for the Governor, a furaptuous 
N Town- 
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Town-houfc and Cuftom-houfc \ and a pro- 
digious Trade is driven on by the Merchants 
fettled here, efpecially in Pearls, Emeralds, 
Indigo, Cochineal, and other rich Goods. 
As to the Number of Perfons who inhabit 
this City, it is not cafy to have an exadl Ac- 
count of them. A French Officer, who was 
there in 1730, judged there might be about 
twenty four thoufand Perfons, that is to fay, 
about four thoufand Spaniards^ and the reft 
Creoles^ Negroes, &c. 

There are feveral other Places in this Go- 
vernment of confiderablc Note, fuch as St. 
Schajliany de Buenavijla, MoJ>oxa, CenUy T!o^ 
lu^ and Santa Maria. 

The Government of St. Martha^ proceed- 
ing flill towards the South, is the next Coun- 
try we meet with ; it is bounded on one Side 
by thci?/^ Grande y or River of St. Magda-- 
len 5 and on the other by the Rio de la Ha-- 
cba. The Country is for the moft part 
mountainous, whence refults fome very con- 
fiderablc Advantages to the Inhabitants ; for, 
in the firft Place, the Weather is cooler, and 
much more wholefome than in the neigh- 
bouring Provinces, and the Land is notwith- 
ftanding extremely fruitful, efpecially in /;;- 
dian Corn. Another Advantage is the Mines, 
which in thefe Parts are of great Value, for 
they not only find in them confiderable Quan- 
tities of Gold, but alfo precious Stones of 
various kinds, fuch as Enieralds, Sapphires, 

Jafpars, 
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Jafpars, Marble finely vcin'd ; and on the 
Sea Coaft there is a very rich Pearl Fifticry i 
The Country alfo affords other rich Com- 
modities, fuch as Indigo, Cochineal, Brazil^ 
and Logwood. 

The Capital of this Province Is a City of 
the fame Name, excellently fitoatcd on a 
Branch of the Rio Grande^ near the Moun- 
tain of St. Martha^ which is fuppofed by 
fome to be little, if any thing inferior, in 
Height to the Pike of Teneriffe. This City 
is the Seat of the Governor, a Bifliop's Scc> 
well built, and formerly well inhabited, tho* 
now upon the Decline ; tho* it has as many 
Conveniences to recommend it as any Place 
in America. It ftands in a healthy plcafant 
Country, in the Neighbourhood of a fine 
fruitful Plain 5 it has a large, fafe, and com- 
modious Port ; and there is a great deal of 
Trade carried on here in the richeft 
Conveniences, and befides all this, a gl-eat 
Manufadlure of Cotton Cloth. There are * 
two Caufcs of its Decays the one, that, the 
Spanijh Fleets feldom touch there now as 
formerly they were wont to do*; the other, 
that this Place has been taken fo often, that 
People are afraid to fettle there. In 1525 it ?^ 
was entirely ruined by Sir Francis Drake \ 
the next Year %iv Anthony Shirley plundered 
it. In 1630 it fell intb the Hands of the 
Dutcby and fince then has been over and over 
taken by our Buccaneers, infomuch that in . 
N 2 168 !• 
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168 I they fcarce thought it worth the pilla- 
ging. This City lies in the Latitude of 1 1% 
and is fuppofed to contain about three thou- 
fand Inhabitants. 

There are fome other very confiderablc 
Places in this Government, fuch as haranca^ 
in the Neighbourhood of which are Salt Pits, 
"which yield a vaft Profit ; Ocanna^ Ramada^ 
and fome other Towns, which we want Room 
to mention. 

To the Southward of the Government of 
5^ Martha^ lies the little Province of i?/^ de 
la Hacha. The Country is both pleafant 
and fruitful, abounding with Indian Corn^ 
Herbs, and Fruits. There arc alfo Salt Pits, 
fome Mines of Jafpar,and Chalcedonies; and* 
on the Coaft there is a very rich Pearl Fifli- 
cry, wherein, as the Indians are chiefly em- 
ployed, fo they take Care to reap fome Part 
' of the Profit, notwithftanding all the Care 
the Spanijh Infpcftors can take to prevent it. 
The principal Town is called alfo Kto de la 
Hacha^ from the River at the Mouth of 
which it (lands, and was formerly both a rich 
and a ftrong Town ; but having notwith- 
ftanding this been more than once taken by 
the Buccaneers, the Spaniards were at laft 
fo diflieartened, that in 1682 they abandoned 
it, but within a fliort Time after, they fettled 
it again, and have fince fortified it in fuch a 
Manner, as not to be any longer apprehen- 
\ five of fuch Vifits. In the open Country 
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the Indians arc free, not enduring the Yoke 
of the Spaniards^ though they willingly re- 
ceive their Priefts, and for ought that appears 
to the contrary, are very good Chriftians, 
They fubfift chiefly bv grazing their Cattle, 
every Man marking his own, and thereby 
fecuring his Property ; but as to the Ground 
on which they teed, that is in Common, and 
no Man hath a Property in it at all, except 
*fo much as his Houfe flands upon, which is 
furroundcd with a little Fence. 

The Province of Venezuela lies next on 
the South, being divided from that of which 
we fpoke laft, by the River or Lake of Ma^ 
racaibo. There is a great deal of Confufion 
in moft of the Geographical Defcriptions of 
this Country, occafioned by blending and 
miftaking of Names. In fomc Books this 
Province is called Corana^ from the City of 
Coro^ which (lands upon the Lake \ and fome 
again confound it with Cumana ; but the 
beft Spanijh Writers ftyle it, as we do, the 
Province of Venezuela. It extends along the 
Coaft of the North Sea, near four hundred 
Miles, and extends alfo above three hundred 
into the Heart of the Continent. It is affirm- 
ed, that in the firft Conqueft of this Coun- 
try, the Spaniards dealt very cruelly with the 
Inhabitants; but, however that might be, 
certain it is that the Natives now live happily 
enough, and that they arc very numerous in 
this Province, which enjoys a pretty good 
N 3 Air, 
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Air, as alfo a very rich Soil. Some Writers 
fay that the Number of Indians does not fall 
\ iliort of a hundred thbufand. ' The old Ca- 
pital of this Country was Coro^ a City ftand- 
ing on the Shore of the North Sea^ in the 
Latitude of 1 1^ Thence the Land (hoots out 
into a Peninfula about twenty-five Leagues 
in Compafs, which is called Paraguana. Be- 
low the City of Coro lies the famous Lake of ^ 
Maracaiboy eighty Leagues in Compafs, the 
Mouth of it half a League over j and it ex- 
tends into the Heart of the Country twenty- 
iive Leagues. As there are a vaft Number 
of Rivers and Rivulets which run into it, the 
Water is potable, but withal is very brackifli. 
The prcfent Capital of the Province is the 
City oiV^enezuela^\v\\\d\ is fiid to derive its 
Name from its Likcncfs to the City of Ve^ 
nice \\\ Italy. It is a liifliop's Sec, fubjcdt, as 
we have before remarked, to the Archbifliop 
of St. Domingo. In the Heart of this Pro- 
vince lie thofe famous Plains ftyled Corora^ 
where the Soil is wonderfully rich, and where 
they feed vaft Numbers of European Sheep, 
The only Difadvantage under which this fine 
Country labours, is the Want of frcfti Wa- 
ter, there being very few Rivulets, though 
there are fomc confideriable Lakes therein. 
The Town of Maracaiho on the Lake is. a 
modern built Place, in refpcft of the other 
Towns of this Province, and yet it is in a 
better Condition than any of them, being a 

'Place 
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Place of great Trade, and where fcvcral Ships 
are annually built by the Inhabitants, which 
is a rare Thing in this Part of the World, 
and therefore worthy of Notice. They like- 
wife cultivate Tobacco and Sugar in this 
Neighbourhood, which are famous through- 
out all America. Oppofite to the Coaft of 
Venezuela lie a great many Iflands, mofl of 
them belonging to the Spaniards i as alfo 
Curafo, and two other Icfs confidcrable Ifles 
belonging to the Dufcb, which gives them an 
Opportunity of carrying on a great deal of 
clandeftine Trade with the Spaniards. 

Beyond this Province lies that of New An* 
dalufia^ the Capital of which is Comana^ or 
Corduba^ which is no very confidcrable Place; 
but the Port is called Carvalleda^ near the 
Gulph of Caraccas. It is not eafy to afiign 
the Bounds of this Province, fince to fpcak 
the Truth it is boundlefs ; for though the 
Spaniards pretend to vaft Countries llretch- 
ing along this Coaft to the South, yet in rea- 
lity they have fettled little farther than thefc 
, Places of which we have been Ipcaking, which 
however ought not to be efteemcd fo great a 
Wonder as that other Nations (liould leave fo 
fine a Country as this to a Nation fo incapa- 
ble of making u(e of it. 

All along this Coaft, from Cartbagena, 
there are Pearl Fifticries, of which it may 
not be amifs to give the Reader fome Ac- 
count. In the firft Place then, let us obfervc 

N 4 , that 
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that. Pearls have been always eftecmcd, and 
for ought we can perceive, in all Places, for 
the Indians fet a great Value upon them, be- 
fore any l^uropeaitscimt among{{ them. The 
Beauty and Excellence of Pearls confifts part- 
ly in their Shape, and partly in their Water, 
As to Shape, thofe that are perfectly round 
are moft efteemed ; and next to thefe, Pear 
Pearls, In. Europe we efteem moft the white 
or clear Water \ but the Indians and jlra^ 
^/ J/;; prefer the yellow, provided the Pearls be 
pcrfcftly ripe. The great Diftindion between 
oriental and occidental Pearl confifts in this, 
that the latter have a Caft of Lead in their 
Colour, however ripe or perfed, which a- 
bates their Value j and yet Tavernier fpcaks 
of fix Pearls which came from the IVe/l In- 
dies pcrfeftly round and black, which one 
with another weighed twelve CarratSj and 
were efteemcd at a high Rate. The Fiflie- 
ries on this Coaft are ftriiSly fpeaking five; 
the firft is at Ctibagiia^ a fmall Ifland lying 
off the Coaft oi New Andalujia, about five 
Leagues, in the Latitude of lo** 30'. The 
Tearls here feldom exceed five Carrats, but 
to balance this, they are found in great Quan.- 
titicst Next is the Fifliery at the Ifland of 
Margarita, or Ip of Pearls, where therp 
arc ^hc largeft, fineft, and moft regular that 
?re to be found in the Weji Indies. The 
Fifliery of Comanagotta is at the bottom of 
the Gul ph of Caracca, on the Coaft of Vene- 
zuela. 
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%uela. The Fourth Fiflicry is -that which 
the Spaniards ftyle la Rencberia^ at the 
Mouth of the River de la Hacba. The fifth 
is the Fiflicry of St. Martha^ at fixty Leagues 
Diftance from the former. The Time of 
Fiftiing is from the Month of OBober to the 
Month of Marcb^ at which Time thcrfe fails 
from Cartbagena ten or twelve Barks efcorted 
by fome Men of War, ftylcd tbe Armadilla ; 
and thefe having made theirTour, return again 
to the fame Port, which is the Center of the 
Pearl Trade, Thefe Barks have an Admiral, 
which is ftyled la Capitana^ on board whereof 
all the Oyftcrs that are taken in the Day are 
depofitcd at Night. Some of the Slaves, who 
are made ufe of in diving, will continue un- 
der Water near a quarter of an Hour, and 
then bring up with them a little Baikct of 
Oyfters. The Pearl-oyiler, or Mother of 
Pearl, as it is ufually called, is three or four 
times as big as another Oyfter, and contains 
ufually ten or twelve Pearls of different Sizes. 
The ripcft and largefl appear firft, the fmaller 
and rawer lie deeper in the Shell. When the 
Oyfters are brought on Shore, they bury 
them in the Sand till by the Heat of the 
Sun they corrupt and open of themfelvcsj 
and the Pearls are difcovered in fome more, 
fome fewer, and in fome none at all j then 
they are taken out, cleaned, dried, and after* 
wards pafled through a kind of Sieve in order 
to diftinguii}) t|ieir Si^es^ Such as are very 

fmall^ 
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rtnally arc fold for Sccd-Pcarl, and the reft 
according to their Sizes. * 

If I join to thefe Obfervations,on the Pearl 

Filhery fome Remarks on the Value of Pearl, 

the Reader muft make proper Allowances for 

the Vogue,, which is fometimes greater, and 

fonietimes lefs: All I pretend to give is the 

middle Rate. Seed-Pearls, for the Ufe 

of the Apothecaries, are worth about a 

Crown an Ounce ; fmall Pearls, bored, are 

worth from one to three Crowns an Ounce. 

A round ripe Pearl of a Carrat Weight may 

be worth about ten Shillings j of two Carrats, 

about three Pound ; of four Carrats, about 

fifteen Pound; and a very perfedl Pearl of 

ten Carrats, or the largeft Size, is cfteemcd at 

about two hundred Pounds. When Pearls 

are very perfcft, and much above this Size, 

they have no regular Price, but are cfli mated 

merely by Fancy. Thus the fine Pearl which 

the King of Spain has called la Pcregrina^ 

which weighs fifteen Carrats, or fomewhat 

lefs, is faid to be worth twenty thoufand 

Pounds. Pear Pearls are about a third lefs 

in Value than round. 

The Kingdom of New Granada is an In- 
land Province, and lies behind thofe which 
we have already defcribed. On. the North it 
is bounded by the Governments of St. Mar- 
tha^ Rio de la Hachay and Venezuela 5 on the 
Eaft by the fame Diftridt of Venezuela^ and 
part which continue hitherto unconquered ; on 

the 
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the South by Peru, and on the Weft by Po- 
pay an. It is in Length 130 Leagues, and in 
Breadth twenty-five or thirty. It lies from 
the firft to the 9* of N. L. It is, generally 
fpeaking, a Champagne Country, though on 
its Frontiers 'tis every where fur rounded by 
Mountains. There are abundance of Forcfts, 
which contain excellent Timber j and large 
Meadows, which feed prodigious Quantities 
of Black Cattle and Horfes. Though it is 
fo near the Line, yet the Climate is very 
temperate, infomuch that many Writers tell 
us, that as it always enjoys an Equality of Day 
and Night, fo on the other hand it is not dif- 
turbed by a Variety of Seafons. But upon a 
ftrict Examination, this does not appear to 
be the Cafe, The People in this Country 
have, properly fpeaking, two Summers and 
two Winters, without either Autumn or 
Spring, The firft Summer begins in Dc- 
cember, and ends with February \ then fol- 
lows a Winter, comprehending the Months 
oi March y April tinA May y the fccond Sum- 
mer takes in the Months of June, July and 
Augujl\ and the fecond Winter the Months 
of September, OSlcber, and November. It is 
true that all this Time there is little Diffe- 
rence between the Heat and Cold, which is 
the Reafon that fome Writers fay there is 
here a continual Spring* But I think the 
other the better Divifion, becaufe in the Sum- 
iner Months it is always fair Weather, where- 
as 
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as in thofe which I call Winter Months, it 

conftantly rains all the Night. 

This Country alone might fatisfy the De- 
fires of any People, fince it is both pleafant 
and rich, abounding with all things neceflary 
to Life, and having befides very rich Mines 
of Gold and Emeralds, but efpccially of the 
latter, which are of prodigious Value, or at 
leaft might be fo, if proper Care was taken 
in the Management of this Trade. We com-' 
xnonly diftinguifli between oriental, and oc- 
cidental Emeralds, that is, between the Eme- 
ralds brought from the Eaji Indies ^ and 
thofe brought from Peru. But Tavernier, 
who was a very good Judge, thought this 
Diftindion altogether without Foundation ; 
and I own I am of his Opinion. I believe 
there are no Emeralds but what do come 
from Peru, except it be fuch as are found in 
the Mines of New Mexico. It is true, this 
fuppofes a Commerce between the EaJi and 
Jf^ejl IndieSy before we difcovered America ; 
and this fome think an Abfurdity j but then 
they ought to tell us where the. Eafi Indian 
Emeralds are found j for their coming from 
thence does not prove they grow there. Here- 
tofore there were Emeralds of extraordinary 
Hardnefs and Beauty, which were faid to be 
of the old Rock 5 and this has puzzled many 
People J but the Truth of the Matter is, thcfc 
were not oriental, but Egyptian Emeralds ; 
and of thefe we have had few or none, finco 

that 
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that Country fell into the Hands of the Turks. 
The Mines wc arc now fpeaking of produce 
vaft Quantities of different Degrees in point 
of Limrc and Value, Such as arc perfcd, 
and weigh from one to ten Carrats, arc worth 
from ten Shillings to thirty Pounds or more. 
The Spaniards generally fend thelc to il/j- 
racaibo^ and thence to Cartbagena ; whence, 
with the other Commodities of this Country, 
they are tranfported to Europe. 

The Capital of the Kingdom of New Gra^ 
nada^ and indeed of the whole TVrr^ F/V/^tf, 
is the City of Santa F/, ftylcd by way of 
Diftindlion, Santa Fe de Bogata : It is the 
Seat of the Royal Audience, and of an Arch- 
bifhoprick, its Suffragans being the Blfhops 
of Cartbagena^ Santa Martba^ and Fopay 
an. The City is large, and well built, ftand- 
ing on the Banks of the Lake Gutavita^ ad- 
orned with fine Buildings, and very popu- 
lous. Befides this, there are a great many 
other large well built Towns in this Diftrift, 
but bccaufc it is in an Inland Government, 
and Strangers can have no Intercourfe with 
their Inhabitants, we (hall omit their Names, 

The Province of Fopayan^ which is the 
laft in this Audience, is of very large Extent. 
It is bounded on the North by the Province 
of New Cartbagena^ which is dependent on 
the Kingdom of JNew Granada ; as alfo a 
little Part of the Audience of Fanama. On 
the Eaft lies the Kingdom of iVifw Granada \ 

on 
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on the South the Provinces of ^ito^ and los 
Sliiixos 5 on the Weft it hath the South Sea. \ 
This Country is mountainous; and though 
all of it lies very near, and fome of it im- 
mediately under the Line, yet the Air is very 
cool, and the Climate much better than one 
could exped. The Soil, wherever it is cul- 
tivated, appears to be rich and fruitful ; but 
the Country is far from being thoroughly fet- 
tled. All the Herbs, Flovveris, and Trees, 
which grow in any Part of South America^ 
arc to be found here, efpecially Cotton Trees, 
Cedars, Red Wood, and Trees which yield 
that ineftimable Balfam which generally goes 
under the Name of Balfam of Tolu. Here 
are alfo very rich Mines of Gold, and pre- 
cious Stones are found frequently, fuch as 
Jafpar, Chalcedony, and various kinds of 
Agates. The Spaniards call . the Natives of 
this Country, Indios Bravos, or Indios de 
Guerra^ that is. Brave or warlike Indians ; 
and in truth they may well call them fo, for 
in all this Time they have never been able to 
fubduc them 5 but they remain free in the 
Mountains, though furrounded^ by the Spa^ 
niJJ^ Dominions on every Side. 

The Capital of the Province, or at leaft 
that which is generally fo ftyled, is the City 
of Popayan^ fcatcd at the Bottom of the 
Mountains on the Banks of a River which in 
its Courfc falls into the Rio Grande : it is in 
the Heart of the Province, in the Latitude 

of 
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of 2* 36'. It is a Bi(hop*s Sec, and the Pre- 
late who refides there not only diredts the In- 
habitants in Spirituals, but governs them in 
Temporals alfo; for the Spanijh Governor 
refides at Cali^ which is a larger Town far- 
ther to the North, in the Latitude of 3® 40V 
The Bifliop and his Clergy have done more 
for the Crown of Spain than could have been 
done by a large Garrifon ; for they have con- 
verted many of the Indians \ and by bring- 
ing them into the City, and matching them 
with Cr^^/^ Families, they have introduced a 
Commerce with the free Inhabitants of the 
Mountains, which is of infinite Service, and 
may be a Means of reducing the whole Coun- 
try. It is remarked that the Inhabitants of 
this Province are much more adtive and indii- 
flrious, as well as much braver, than any of 
the reft of the Natives of New Spain^ which 
is attributed to their continual Wars with the 
free Indians^ and their being obliged to make 
long and hazardous Journeys for the mana- 
ging their own Affairs. 

There arc in Popayan abundance of large 
Towns, well built, and tolerably fortified; 
but the open Country is much expofed to the 
Courfes of the Indians^ who, whenever they 
have an Advantage, ufe it cruelly enough a- 
gainfl the Spaniards^ towards whom, their 
Hate is implacable. As the Northern Fron- 
tier of this Country joins the Iflhmus which 
is alfo inhabited by free Indians^ the Spani- 

ards 
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ards arc extremely apprchcnfive of the J^ng^ 
lijh making fomc Attempt this Way/ and 
thereby fecuring to themfelves a Settlement 
on both Seas ; but as this could rtot be under- 
taken but with a large Body of Land Forces, 
much Hazard, and a vaft Expence, there is 
Rcafon to doubt they will never be diftarbed 
by any thing but tlieir own Fears. 

C H A P. XL 

Of the Audience of Panama, 

SHIS is a Territory of no great Ex- 
tent, lying altogether on the Coaft of 
luth Sea^ from the Gulph of Panama 
down to Capo de Corintes^ that is, from about 
9* to 5*^ of N. L. The Climate is far from 
being wholefome, and yet it is much better 
than in the Neighbourhood of Porto Bello^ 
on the other Side of the Ifthmus ; but as to 
the Soil, it is very good, and the Spaniards 
cither have, or might have, all Things in the 
utmoft Abundance. 

The old City of Panama was built very 
early, as we have obferved in the former 
Book, and became by degrees a very confide- 
rable Place j for, befides a handfome Cathe^ 
dral, there were eight Convents, a large Ho- 
fpital, and fcveral fine Buildings; but as for 
Walls they had none ; all the Fortifications 
for the Defence of fo- important a Place were 

two 
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ivifo forry Redouts^ ope on the Shore, and the 
oth«r fronting the koad to Fenfa Cruz^ 
mounted with fix Pieces of Cannon each. 
In 1673 the famous Sir Henry Morgan took 
this Place, and burnt it to the Ground ; it 
cdnfifted at that Time, if the Spanip Wri- 
tcrs toay be believed, of between fix and fe- 
vcn.thoufand HoufeSj moft of them built of 
Rofe-Wood, and many of them more mag- 
nificent than any other in the Indies. 

The new City of Panama ftahds four Miles 
Weft from the Ruins of Old Panama^ and 
is a very fair City, feated clofc by the Sea Side. 
It gives Name to a large Bay which is famous 
for a great many navigable Rivers running 
into it, fome whereof are very rich in Gold. 
*rhis Bay is likewife fprihkled with feveral 
fmall Iflands, equally pleafant to the Eye of 
a Spedatorj and profitable to the Proprietors. 
On the Land-Side Panama is encbnipaflcd 
by a pleafant Country full of fmall Hills, 
verdant Vallies, and fine Groves of Trees, 
which appear like IQands in the Savanna/js. 
^his City is furrounded by a ftrongand high 
Wall, well mounted on all Sides with Brafs 
Cannon. It has a Cathedral, eight Parifli- 
Churches, and thirty Chapels. The Prefi- 
dent's Palace is a very grand Building, and 
all the publick Edifices may be juftly ftyled 
fo, confidering where they ftand. In point 
of Government, the King's Officers here are 
a Governor, Captain-General, andPrelidcnr, 

O four 
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four CounfcUors, a Provoft, and Procurator-' 
General; an Auditor of Account^, a Trca- 
furcr, and a Commiflary-General. 

There arc neither Woods nor Marftics near 
Panama^ but a fine dry champion Country, 
little fubjcdt either to Fogs or Mifts. The 
rainy Seafon lafts here from May to Novem^ 
ber\ but the Rains are by no means fo heavy 
as on the other Side the Ifthmus ; and yet 
even here they are very unvrholefome to all 
but the Natives, or fuch as have dwelt very 
long in the Place. As this is the great Cen- 
ter of Commerce from Feru and Chili^ fo 
the Merchants who live at Panama are gene- 
rally fpcaking rich ; and the Port is never 
without a confiderable Number of Ships in it; 
nay there is generally znArmadilla^ ih^xhy a 
Squadron of fmall Men of War, either lying 
before it, or cruifing in its Neighbourhood. 

There are not many Places in this Audi- 
ence which deferve very particular Notice to 
be taken of them, and therefore I fliall take 
this Opportunity of fpeaking of the Methods 
made ufe of by the Spaniards for obtaining 
Gold, out of the Rivers, of which there is 
greater Plenty in this Audience, and in the 
Mines of Santa Mafia^ not far off, than 
within the fume Space in any other Part of 
. New Spain^ or perhaps in the whole World. 
^ From the Mountains, in the Midft of the 
Ifthmus, there roll down fevcral Rivers, with 
a ftrong and rapid Current, dujing the rainy 

Seafon 
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Scafon cfpccially, and then tear away part of 
the Soil) and therewith Abundance of Gold, 
which afterwards is, with con fiderablc Pains, 
feparatcd therefrom. The Indians are gcnc- 
' rally employed in this Work, as alfo the 
Slaves of the Spaniards^ that is, the Negroes : 
the latter make about five Shillings a Day ; 
but the former, who fell what they get at a 
Price agreed on, get confiderably more. They 
take the Mud up in little wooden Di(hes, and 
after fnfFering it to fettle, they wadi from it 
as much of the black Earth as they can, then 
it is put up into certain Bafons, called by the 
Spaniards^ Lavadtros^ which are placed un- 
der a Pipe or Spring of running Water, and 
is ftirred with an Iron Spatula, that as the 
Water pafles through it may be the better a- 
blc to carry off the Sand or Earth, After it 
has gone through this Operation, it ftill re- 
tains its black Colour ; but the Increafe of its 
Weight, in Proportion to the Quantity that 
is left, fufficicntly indicates that all this Pains 
is not taken without anfwering fomc End. 
This black Earth is next thrown into broad 
wooden Diflies, either of a round or oval 
Form, and hollow in the Middle, like a But- 
cher's Tray, but not fo deep ; there, by re- 
peated Wafliings and Rubbings, the black 
Earth is entirely clcanfed away, and a fliining 
Gold Sand is found at the Bottom. Though 
there feems to be a great Trouble in this 
Method, yet is it much the caficft and the 
O 2 cheapeft 
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chcapcft Way of coming at Gold, for there 
is neither a fourth Part of the Labour, nor of 
the Expencc in thus feparating the Grains of 
Gold from the Soil, that there muft be ufed 
in cxtrafting it from the Ore. In the dry 
Seafon they work at the Mines oi Santa Ma^ 
ria^ which lie not far from Panama^ and 
are, as I have faid, exceedingly rich. It was. 
taken about 1684 by our Buccaneers, and 
more than once fince; rtay, Dampier tells us^ 
they had fome Thoughts of fettling there, 
and thinks they might have done it in fpite 
of all the Force the Spaniards had in Peru. 
They were tempted to thefe Thoughts by 
feeing the Mines abandoned to the Spaniards, 
as they were for a long Time, and by the 
Quantities of Gold, which from their own 
Experience they knew them to yield. For 
the obtaining of Gold from the Mine, they 
• firft of all break to pieces the Mineray, or 
Marcafite which holds it, and then convey- 
ing it to the Mills, it is ground into a Powder 
.as fine as can be imagined. This Powder be- 
ing put into wooden Veflels, together with a 
proportionable Quantity of Quickfilver, is 
there wrought into a Parte, which after be- 
ing expofed to the Sun for forty-eight Hours, 
. is warfied in a particular Manner, till there 
is nothing left but the Quickfilver and Gold, 
and then the latter is feparated from the for- 
mer by Diftillation. Such as. are verfed in 
this kind of Bufinefs diflinguifh three kinds 

of 
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of Gold; the firft is called Pepitas^ which is 
an Indian Word, though ufed by the Spani^ 
ardsy and fignifics the Seeds of an Apple. 
They ufe this to diftinguifh the pure Gold, 
which is either found in the Rocks, or wad)- 
ed down by the Rivers, already formed into 
little Lumps, which need no refining; thcfc 

* are of fcveral Sizes, from the Bigncfs of a 
large Pin's Head to that of a Goofe's Egg, 
The Second is the Grain Gold, obtained by 
wattling only. The Third is Ingots caft out 
of Gold, refined by the Help of Fire. The 
Inhabitants of Panama are laid to have gain- 
ed formerly, by the Methods before-men- 
tioned, fome thoufand Pounds Weight of 
Gold a Year ; but of late, though the Mine 
has not been difcovercd above fixty Years, 
the Quantity is confiderably decreafed. 
Throughout all America^ the King of Spain 
receives for his Duty a Fifth of the Silver, 
and a Twentieth of the Gold : This Duty is 
called the Covo^ and when it is once paid, 

. the Remainder belongs to the Subjedl ; for he 
who finds a Mine, and vvill be at the Charge 
of working it, is the abfolute Proprietor, and 
has all the Encouragement given him that he 
could wifli. 

But this is a fniall Article in the Pro- 
fits of the Inhabitants of this rich City, who 
drive on a prodigious Commerce both in North 
and South America. As foon as ever U^e 
Galleons enter the Port of Carthagcna^^ an 
O 3 E:^prefg 
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Exprcfs is difpatched over Land to Panama^ 
dfrom whence he proceeds by Sea to Lima. 
In the mean time all the neceflary Prepara* 
tions arc made for conveying the Treafurc as 
foon as it arrives, either by Sea or Land to 
Porto Bello. The Viceroy of Peru^ on the 
other hand, makes all imaginable Difpatch 
in fending the Lima Fleet, efcorted by an 
Armadilla^ or fmall Squadron of Men of 
War, to Panama^ where, as foon as they 
arrive, they are unladen, and the Goods for- 
warded for Porto Bdlo. The Lima Fleet 
then fails to Perico^ a little Port at a fmall 
Diftance from Panama^ and there wait the 
Return of the European Goods from Porto 
Bello by the fame Carriage theirs was fent 
thither; and having taken this on Board, 
they immediately fail away for Lima. 

Another Branch of Trnfiick, entirely ma- 
naged by the Merchants of Ptf;^jw^, is that re- 
fulting from the Englip AJftento Company, 
whofc Factors refide here conftantly in Time 
of Peace, receiving from Jamaicay by the 
Way of Porto Bello, thofe Negro Slaves which 
they afterwards fend into Peru^ and New 
Spain. It is chiefly on Account of this ex- 
ten five Trade at Panama, that it was made 
the Seat of a Royal Audience j and indeed 
without this it would have been very hard to 
have regulated thofe Difputes which naturally 
arifc* among a mixt Body of Traders, all 
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warmly concerned for their own Intercft, and 
not over tender of other People's Concerns* 

Although the Neighbourhood of Panama 
be pretty well cultivated, yet the reft of the 
Audience is but very thinly inhabited, neither 
are there any tolerable Ports after you have 
paflcd the Bay of 5/. Michael^ till you come 
to Cape Corrintes ; though there arc many 
Rivers which fall into the Sea along the 
Coaft. What is ftranger ftill, this Country 
is abfolutely in the Hands of the Natives, with 
whom the Spaniards fometimes trade for 
Gold, almofl; all of them bringing down 
more or lefs ; but they have no Command 
over them, and are fo much afraid to trufl 
them, that they never attempt to fend fo much 
as an Exprefs by Land from Panama to the 
Audience of Sl^tto. 

From Cape Corrintes^ which, as I have 
cbferved,isin 5® N. L. to Rio de j^^z^^, which 
is in the Latitude of 2% extends the Coaft 
of Popayan^ on which there are feveral fmall 
Harbours ; but the moft confiderable is the 
Bay of Bonaventura^ by which is carried on 
all the Trade to Cali^ which, as I have be- 
fore obfcrved, is very confiderable. On this 
Coaft lies the little Ifland of Gorgona^ in the 
Latitude of 3^ It is about two Leagues long, 
and a League broad, four Leagues from the 
Coaft, hath a good Road, is well wooded and 
watered, though but an indifferent Climate, 
it being commonly reported that it rains here 
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more or lefs every Day of the Year, which 
however is not ftriftly true. It is uninhabitr 
cd, though very remarkable for being the 
only Place (except on the Coaft of Califor^ 
nia) in the South Seas^ where Pearl-oyfters 
arc found. It is true, there are fome little 
Iflands in the Bay of Panama^ which are 
called the Pearl IJlands y and perhaps a 
Fi(hcry might be there formerly ; but 
there is none now. Our Privateers, who 
have frequented the Ifland of Gorgona^ re- 
port the Pearl-oyfters to be neither plcafant 
nor wholefome, as having a coppcrim Tafte, 
very apt to difguft the Stomach, and make 
Men fick. The Pearl here are generally 
fmall, and of litde Value, though now and 
then there have been very large and valuable 
P^jarls found here by the Fiftiing Barks fent 
from Panama^ with which we have now 
done, as well as with its Dependencies, and 
are to pnls on to the next Province beyond it 
and Popayan. 
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CHAP. xn. 

Of the Audience of Quito. 

• A Uthors difFcr pretty much in the Bounda- 
t\ rics they affign to this Province, and not 
a fevv comprehend it under the general Title 
of Peru ; but, according to thebeft Accounts 
I have met with, its Boundaries may be thus 
afligned. To the North it hatli the Govern- 
ment of Popayan ; to theEaft an undifcovcr- 
/cd Country, inhabited by barbarous Nations ; 
to the South the Audience of Lima ; and on 
the Weft the South Sea. It extends from 
tvsro Degrees North Latitude to about fix De- 
grees South, and is properly divided into 
three Diftrids, that is, thofe of Sluito pro^ 
fer^ Los Siuixos^ and Pacamores. The Cli- 
mate is immoderately hot, and far from be- 
ing wholefome, fubjedl to great Rains, and 
thick Fogs, efpecially in the Vallies, and to- 
wards the Sea Shore, which makes thefe Parts 
miferably unhealthy. The Soil again is fandy 
and barren, though here and there are fonie 
Spots of tolerable Ground, which are pretty 
well cultivated. Notwithftanding all thefe 
Inconveniencics, the Province of ^tito is 
tolerably inhabited, for Reafons that will 
prefently appear. In this Country there are 
abundance of that kind of Sheep which the 
Natives call Llamas j the Spaniards^ Carne^ 
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ros de la Sierra. They have a/mall Head, 
a long ftraight Ncck,the upper Lip divided be- 
fore ; they are very large and ftrong, capa- 
ble of carrying from fourfcorc to a hundred 
Weight, with which they will travel four or 
five Leagues in a Day ; but they will not ftir 
a Step in the Night. They have a Spur be- 
hind their Hi^el, which enables them to tra- 
vel through Rocks, and down Precipices, 
where no other Creature could do, with the 
utmoft Security, and even without flumbling. 
Of thefe camel Sheep, as fome Writers call 
them, there are four Sorts. The Llamas^ 
the Vigognez^ whofe WooU is finer than that 
of the Llamas \ the Guanacos^ and the AU 
pacaSyXh^k laft yield a very fine black Wooll: 
and indeed all their Fleeces are very valu- 
able. 

The Capital of this Province is the great 
City of ^itOy feated in 45 Minutes of South 
Latitude, at the Foot of exceeding high 
Mountains, and at the Diftance of 60 Leagues 
from the Sea. It is very large and populous ; 
the Country about it naturally the beft in the 
Province, and well cultivated. It is the Seat 
of the Prefident and King's Courts for this 
Audience, as alfo a Biftiop's See. The Re- 
venue of theBiOiopconfifts in eighteen thou- 
fand Pieces of Eight, which he receives an- 
nually from the Royal Treafury, and in a- 
bout four times as much, which he draws 
from the People by various Methods, There 
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arc in ^ito about three thouiand Spaniards^ 
and upwards of thirty thoufand Indians. 
They have a grand Manufadlurc here of coarfe 
Cloth and Serges, which make the Cloth- 
ing of the cofnmon People all over Peru. 
Befidcs this, the Inhabitants draw immcnfc 
Riches from the golden Mountains in their 
Neighbourhood, wherein, however, there 
are no Mines, but Lavaderoes only ; yet as 
thcfe are frequent indeed in every Brook, and 
are alfo very rich, the Quantities of Metal 
taken out of them are prodigious. To ba- 
lance all thcfe Advantages, this Audience, as 
I faid, is extremely unwholefome, infomuch, 
that when the Inhabitants grow very rich, 
they ufually quit the Province, and go and 
fettle at Maracaibo^ or Venezuela. 

There are abundance of great Towns in 
this Country, fuch as St. Michael de Ybarra^ 
Sevill del Oro^ or Golden Sevil 5 Loxa^ Za^ 
tnora^ &c. neither is it deficient in Ports. 
Puerto Viejo^ or the Old Port^ lies in !*» 15' 
S. L. and was formerly a Place of fome Note ; 
but it was fo often plundered by the Bucca- 
neers in their Paffages from the North to the 
South SeaSf that it funk at laft into a Village. 
But the great Port of ^///(?, by which all its 
Trade is carried on, is GuiaquiU a very con- 
fiderable Place. It ftands in the Latitude of 
2** 30', about four Miles up a River of the 
fame Name, Part on the Side, and Part on 
the Foot of a Hill of eafy Afcent. The Port 

is 

Digitized by Google 



220 ^Concise History^ 

is a very good one, and theTown makes a very 
bandfome Figure, having feveral Churches 
and fine Buildings. The Trade carried on 
here in Cocoa, Hides, Tallow, Sarfaparilla, 
and other Drugs, bcfides Slyito Cloth, and 
Serges, is very confiderable 5 and indeed it is 
one of the moft flouriftiing Places in the 
South Seas. The Inhabitants are aftivc and 
induftrious, and they build the befl Ships 
here both for War and Trade that are to be 
met with in Peru. Yet no Town has fufFcr- 
cd more than this from our Privateers, who 
have taken it frequently; the laft time in 
1710, under the Command of the Captains 
Rogers and Cook^ when, after making a vaft 
Booty, they burnt a Part of it, and ranfomed 
the Remainder for twenty two thoufand 
Pieces of Eight. Authors differ as to the 
Wholefomenefs of this Place 5 for fome re- 
port it to be very healthy, others fay that it is 
extremely ficklyj and both fpeak Truth ac« 
cording to their Apprchenfions of the Matter. 
Healthy it is in comparifon of %//^, and 
other Inland Towns \ but very fickly in re- 
fpedl to Maracaiboy Venezuela^ and other 
Places. Before we leave this Place, we muft 
obferve, that as there is very little Wood in 
this Province, the Timber which is madeufe 
of in building of Ships is brought thither 
from other Places, particularly from the Ifland 
of Gallo^ which is not far diftant. 
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The Province of lot ^ixos lies behind 
^ito^ having Popayan on the North, the 
River oi Amazons^ which rifcs in this Pro- 
vince, on the Eaft; the Country of P^r^/^i^ 
res on the South, and S>uito on the Weft. It 
is very far from being thoroughly fettled; but 
as both the Air and Soil are better here than 
in ^ito^ and as great Advantages are drawn 
from the Commerce carried on with the nu- 
merous Nations of Indians inhabiting to the 
Eaft, the Spaniards cfleem it of great Con- 
fequence. There are fome good Towns in 
it, fuch as Anate^ immediately under the 
Line ; Baeza^ which is the chief Town in 
the Province; Avila^ and Archidona. The 
Country of the Pacamorcs^ fo called from the 
Indians who inhabit it, is divided from this 
Province by a high Ridge of Mountains, which 
I take to be Part of the Andes. 

That Province which is of equal Extent with 
Los^ixos^ is bounded on the Eaft by the Ri- 
ver of Amazons I on the South by part of the 
Province of Peru \ and on the Weft hyS^uito. 
The Inhabitants are very induftrious, and 
confequently rich : They have various Wool- \ 
len and Cotton Manufadluries ; and befides, 
make no inconfiderable Profit of their Lava- 
deroes. The Capital of the Province is Va^ 
ladolidy a Place fo confiderable, that it is a 
Bifliop's See; Loyola^ and St. J ago de las 
Montanas^ i. c. St. J ago in the Mountains^ 
which lies on the Frontiers of the Province, 
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pn the Banks of a plcafant River, in a healthy 
and fruitful Soil. The chief Intent of thefc 
Settlements is to keep the Indians in Awe ; 
for, as this Province borders on & vaft undif- 
covered Country, neither Sluito nor Teru 
would be fafe, if there were not fome good 
Towns here, partly to bridle, and partly to 
entertain a Trade with the Indians. Thefe 
nrc far from being fo bafc and barbarous a 
People as fome rcprefent them j on the con- 
trary, as they are ftrong and robuft in their 
Pcrfons, fo they arc brave and generous in 
their Difpofitions, cafily wrought upon by 
kind and gentle Ufage, but fierce and intrac- 
table if any Attempts be made upon theirFree- 
dom.The miflionaries however preach amongft 
them with Succefs ; and it muft be owned 
that they take a very proper Method to con- 
vert them, for they protedt them from the 
Spaniards^ form them into civil Societies, 
and take all imaginable Care that no body 
fliall have the fleecing them but themfelves; 
.yet even this is very advantageous to the Spa^ 
niJJo Provinces, as it fecures them from thofc 
Invafions which were formerly frequent, in- 
fomuch that they were fometimes difpoflefs^d 
of large Tradls of Country, and all their Set- 
tlements deftroyed. But enough of this Au- 
dience oi Sluito J let us now proceed to that 
Province which may be called Peru proper. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 
Of the Audience of Lima. 

HI S is generally called by the Spani-' 

ardi^ the Rojal Audience^ not only 

bccaufc the Viceroy hath his Seat there, but bv 
reafon of its having the fole Dircdion of all 
the Affairs of South America^ during the Va- 
cancy of the Viceroyfhip. This Audience of 
htma is bounded on the North by that of 
^tto ; on the Eaft by t|iat unfcttlcd Country 
we have fo often mentioned 5 on the South 
by the Audience of Los Charcas 5 and on the 
Weft by the Pacific Ocean. It extends from 
5^20' to i8<>of S. L. 

It is not eafy to imagine any thing more 
various or uncertain than the Climate and 
Soil of thisCountry, In fome. Places it is 
cxceflively hot, in others very cold j at Lima^ 
and on the Coaft, always temperate. The 
Seafons varylwithin the Compafs of a few 
Miles, and in fome Places all the Varieties of 
Weather arc experienced within the Compafs 
of twenty- four Hours: But what is moft 
fingular in this Refpedt, and hath cxercifcd 
the Wits of curious Perfons moft, is the 
Want of Rain, and in a great meafure of Ri- 
vers on the Sea-Coaft. The Soil differs in 
like manner ; on the Shore it is barren, and 
looks as if it was burnt up : Farther up the 
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Country there arc Vallics clothed with per-? 
petual Verdure, and Plains of a rich and 
fruitful Soil By this Mixture it falls out^ 
that taking the whole Audience together, wc 
may fay it is extremely rich, fufficiently fruit- 
. fol, and wonderfully pleafant. The Seat of 
the Viceroy, the Beauty of the Country, the 
Conveniency of the Ports, and above all, the 
Abundance of Gold, and other rich Commo- 
dities, renders this Territory extremely popu* 
lous, and full of conliderable Cities and great 
Towns, that is, incomparifonof otherCoun* 
tries under the Spanijh Government. 

The City of L/W, which is not only the 
Capital of this Audience, but of all South 
jimerica^ is fituated in la** i' S. L. and in 76* 
34' of Longitude Weft from London^ at the 
Diftance of t\vo Leagues from Callao^ which 
is its Port on the South Sea. It ftands in a 
pleafant Valley, and owes its Foundation to 
the Conqueror of Peru^ Francis Pizarro^ 
who called it Cividad de los Reyes^ i. e. the 
City oj Kings^ and who began to build it in 
January 1535. The Plan of this Place is ex- 
tremely well contrived, the Streets perfedlly 
ftraight, and of a convenient Breadth. In the 
Midft of the City is a grand Square, which 
may be juftly accounted one of the fineft in 
the World. On the Eaft Side of it ftand? 
the Cathedral ; on the North the Palace of^ 
the Viceroy J on the Weft feveral publiclc 
Edifices ; on the South Piazzas^ and handU 
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feme Shops of all Sorts. In the Midfl there 
is a curious brazen Fountain. The River of 
Lima runs on the North Side of the City, 
and divides it from a very confiderable Sub* 
urb, which is however joined to the City by 
a very beautiful Stone Bridge, confiding of 
live Arches. This River is generally ford- 
able except in the Midft of Summer, when 
the Snows being melted on the Mountains, 
where there alfo falls at that Seafon a great 
deal of Rain, it is thereby raifed to a confi- 
derable Height. In point of Fortifications, 
there is very little to be faid, notwithftand- 
ing what we find in fome Books of Travels. 
It is indeed furroundcd with Walls eighteen 
or twenty Foot high; and thefe again arc 
ornamented with Baftions ; but then what 
arc thefe Walls ? nothing but Brick dried in 
the Sun, fo thin and fo ill built, that they 
cannot fupport the Weight of Cannon ; nei- 
ther is there fo much as a Ditch 5 fo that ex- 
cept it be the Indians^ no Enemy could be 
kept out an Hour by them. In point of 
Magnificence, we are told that the Inhabi- 
tants keep about four thoufand Calaflies, 
which are the only kind of Vehicles here, and 
are drawn by Mules. A ftrongerTcftimony 
we have from the Difplay the Merchants of 
this City made of their Wealth in 1682, when 
on the Entry of the Duke dela Palata^ their 
Viceroy, they paved two of the Streets, thro* 
which he paflcd, with Ingots of Silver, to the 
P Amount 
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Amount of eighty Millions of Pieces of Eight, 
which IS about eighteen Millions Sterling. 
But it is not conceived to be n.ear fo rich at 
prefent. Befides the Court of the Viceroy, 
iand of the Royal Audience, this is the Seat 
of an Archbifliop, and Metropolitan fince the 
Year 1546. His SufFraigans arc the Bifhops 
of Panama^ ^ito^ TruxillOy Guamanga^ 
Ariquipa^ Cufco^ St. J ago^ and the Concept 
tion. It hath alfo eight large Parifhes, a great 
Tiiany Hofpitals, and fo many Monafteries 
and Nunneries, that it is a difficult thing to 
reckon them. There is likewife a Tribunal 
of the holy Office, or of the Inquifition here, 
which however is not very terrible, becaufc 
both the Viceroy and the Archbifhop have 
Seats therein ; and, to crown all, there is a 
Univerfity, As to the Number of Inhabi- 
tants, it is not eafy to fay any thing with 
Certainty j the modcfteft Computation I have 
feen reckons eight or nine thoufund white 
Families, and about eight and twenty thou- 
fand other Inhabitants ; though fome would 
•pcrfuade us that here are double the Num- 
• ber. 

It is impoffible to imagine a more pleafant 
and delightful Climate than that of the City 
ofLima^ though it (lands in the Midftof the 
torrid Zone.Notwithftanding it never rains,yet 
the Sky is generally overcaft, which defends 
the Inhabitants from the fiery Beams of the 
Sun, and renders the Weather cool and plea- 
fant. 
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lant. Add to this, that they enjoy the Ad- 
vantages of all the Seaibns at oncC} for, as 
we obferved before, that they vary through- 
oat the Province ; (o the Produce of all Parts 
being brought hither, there are in the Mar- 
kets of Lima all forts of Ffuits in full Per- 
fection the whole Year round. It is true, the | 
Sea-Coaft is generally barren and bare to the 
- laft degree, but in the Neighbourhood of this 
' City there are Variety of pleafant Valleys, 
watered either naturally or artificially by liv- ] 
ing Streams, adorned with Orange-Groves, | 
and whatever elfc can render them elegant 
and pleafing. But with all thefe Blellings, 
the Citizens arc not without continual Ap- 
prehenfions, which muft fufficiently qualify 

• their Enjoyments, fince there is no Place in 
the World more fubjcft to Earthquakes. On 
the 17th of June^ 1678, a great Part of the 
City, and feveral of its Churches, were thrown 
down in a quarter of an Hour 5 yet this wds 
a flight Misfortune to what happened on the 
19th of OSlober^ 1682, when the City fufFer- 
cd two hundred Shocks in the Space of twen- 
ty-four Hours, infomuch that it was wholly 
overturned, and the Inhabitants deliberated 
for fomc time whether they (hould rebuild 

• their City on the fame Spot where it flood 
' before, or endeavour to find out fomc other, 

where they might have at leaft a Probability 
of being fafer. On this Account their Build- 
ings are far lefs magnificent tlian other wife 
P 2 they 
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- they would be, the Climate too favouring 
' this flight kind of Building; for where it nc- 

- ver rains, almoft any Houfes will laft long, 
' and anfwer all other Purpofes tolerably well. 

CallaOj which is as I have faid the Port of 

• Lima^ lies on the Coaft of the South Sea^ in 
' the Latitude of 12** 10'. Its Road is by much 

• the largeft, faired and moft fecure in the 
South Seas. Ships anchor there in what 

/ Depth of Water they will, and without any 
Apprehenfion of Danger. The Town makes 

. a good Figure from the Sea, having abun- 
dance of publick Edifices, feveral Churches, 

, and five Monaftcrics ; though the Number of 

• Inhabitants does not exceed four or five hun- 

• dred Families at moft. It is furrounded by 
' a Wall fortified with ten Baftions, and is be- 

• lieved in Spain to be a Place of great Strength, 
t for it cofts the King annually great Sums for 
: the Garrifon, Fortifications, and Squadrons of 

• Men of War, which are fuppofed to lie in 

• this Port. Yet fuch is the Vigilance, fuchthe 

• Integrity of his OfliCers, that the Soldiers at 
Callao arc hardly enough to mount Guard; 
the Walls are in many Places fallen down ; 
and it would take fome Months to repair the 
Ships, fo as to be fit to go to Sea. It is ne-» 
vcrthelefs a Place of prodigious Confequence, 
and of very cxtcnfive Trade, as the Reader 
will perceive from the concife Account we 
Ihall give him of its Commerce. There drc 
two Flota's annually fail from hence, one 

for 
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for Arica^ the other for Panama. The for- 
mer fails about the End of the Month of Fe^ 
bruary^ and having received at Arica the 
Silver fent from Potofi^ returns tovyrards the 
End of March. In the beginning of May^ 
the Flota fails for Panama^ having on board 
the Wealth brought from Potoji^ the Silver 
from Chili^ which comes in the Valparaifo 
Fleet, the King's Revenue and Merchandizes 
from all Parts of Peru^ and the Audience of 

' los Charcai\ and on the Return of this Fleet, 
laden with European Commodities, they arc 
difpofed of from hence. Part by Sea, Part by 
Land, to all the different Places to which 
they are deftin'd. Bcfides thcfe Fleets, there 
fail annually two Ships for -c-fr^/z^/r^, of which 
we have already given an Account ; and the 
Indian Commodities which they bring back, 
are all depofited in the Magazines here, and 
fent from hence to all the Southern Provinces 
oi America. 

• Befides Callao^ there are fome other Ports 
in this Province, though none comparable to 
that. To the Northward lies the litde Har- 
bour of GuancbacOy neither fafe nor com- 
modious, yet however ferves for the Traffick 
carried on by the Inhabitants of Truxillo, 
which lies fix Leagues above it, and is a very 
rich and flourifhing Place. Twenty- fix 
Leagues South from Lima lies the Port of 
Sangalla^ in the Latitude of 14% and near 

. it the Ifle of LoboSy and fome other little Ifles, 
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-where formerly the Natives of Teru went to' 
facrifice to their Idols. Some other Roads 
and Creeks there arc of little Cpnfideration, 
till you come to Artquipa^ which is the moft 
Southern Port. The Entrance, of it is nar- 
row, but when you are once in, there is good 
Anchorage in eighteen Fathom Water. It 
flands about a hundred Leagues from Lima^ 
in the Valley oi ^ilea^ and is without Con- 
trovcrfy the pleafanteft City in Peru^ and 
enjoys a very pure wholefomc Air. It is a 
Bifhop's See, but not very populous, there 
not being above four or five hundred Houfes 
in it at moft, yet there is a wonderful fine 
Country about it, exceedingly fruitful, and 
well ftocked with Cattle j but though it is a 
very important Place, there are few or no 
Fortifications round it ; and it is the Obfer- 
vation of a Spanip Writer, that the Safety 
of its Inhabitants confifts in the Ignorance of 
Foreigners of their wretched Weakncfs. 

The Inland Towns oi Peru are alfo very 
confidcrable. Gnanuco is a large Town feat- 
cd.ina pleafant Valley in lo** oi South hzii^ 
tudc. In the Country adjacent all Sorts of 
Spauijh Fruit grow in the higheft Perfedion. • 
Guamafigd^ or, as the Spaniards call it, St. 
Juan de la Vittoria^ ftands in the Midft be- 
tween Limaznd Cujco. It is fcatcd on a fine 
River, furrounded with beautiful Gardens; 
and the Air is remarkably pure and frefh. It 
IS a Bilhop's See, eredlcd chiefly for the Sake 
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of the Indians, the Miflionarics, who arc 
employed to convert them, making it their 
principal Station. From thence to Cufco it 
is about forty-five Leagues, travelling all the 
Way on the Royal Road fo called, becaufe it 
was made by the Thcas of Peru. This fa^* 
mous Metropolis of the Peruvian Empire 
Hill retains fome Marks of its former Mag- 
nificence, and fuch as will always ilrike in* 
telligent Strangers with a juft Idea of the 
Power and Wifdom of the antient Monarchs 
of that Country, notwithftanding all the Pains 
the Spaniards have taken to pull down and 
dcftroy the Yhca's Palace, and the reft of the 
publick Edifices. Out of the Ruins they take 
thofc large Stones of which their Houfcs arc 
here built, as they owe a great deal of their 
Riches to the Difcoveries they daily make of 
the hidden Trcafurcs of the Indians. The 
Air of Cufco is fo remarkably pure and whole- 
fome, that fick People come thither from 
all Parts of Peru in order to recover their 
Health. 

The mountainous Country about Cufco, 
and throughout the Middle of Peru, is well 
inhabited by the Indians, who are better 
treated here than el fc where. The Spaniards 
demand of them a fmall Tribute, which is 
paid half yearly ; in all other Refpedts they 
are not only free, but alfo at Liberty to gain 
their Bread as they think fit; and as their 
Maftcrs are not much addicted to Labour, fo 
P 4 thcfc 
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theic People being induftrious, cxercifc all 
kind of Manufaftures 5 and, belides addidling 
themfclves to a kind of peddling Trade, they 
live much at their Eafc, and fofmetimes ac- 
quire a good deal of Wealth. They likewife 
trade with thofe Indian Nations who have no 
dircft Commerce with the Spaniards; and 
by furnilliing them partly with Neceffaries, 
partly with Baubles, obtain from them con- 
fidcrable Quantities of Gold Dufl, and other, 
rich Commodities, which they again barter 
with the Spaniards for fuch Tools and Orna- 
ments as they ftaild in need of. 

Before we quit the Audience of Lima^ it 
5s neceflary for us to obferve, that within its 
Bounds there are found almod all kinds of 
Mines. Of Gold there are fcveral, befides 
very rich Lavaderoes: thoie particularly in 
the Diftrift of Guanuco near Lima^ will be 
for ever famous for two extraordinary Pepi-^ 
tas^ or Lumps of pure Gold that were found 
in them, and are by far the largeft that were 
ever heard of, the one weighing fixty-four 
Marks, the other forty-five ; the Mark is 
eight Ounces ; and what is ftill more Angu- 
lar, the laft of thcfe contained Gold of diffe- 
rent Degrees of Fincncfs, viz. of eleven, 
eighteen, and twenty-one Carrats, There are 
alio fcveral Mines of Silver ; and there were 
more efpccially in the Neighbourhood of 
Ctffco^ before thofe of Potoji were difcovered, 
which are much richer, and are wrought 
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with far Icfs Expencc. However, in 1713, 
they opened here at Cufco the rich Mine of 
St. Anthony^ of which they had great Hopes. 
But there is another Mine, which though 
it yields neither Gold nor Silver, is more con- 
fidcrcd than all the reft in the Province. It 
is in the Neighbourhood of Guancavalica 5 
it lies in the Latitude of 14% at the Diftancc 
of about 1 80 Miles from the Sea. This Mine 
is of Quickfilver, of which it is fuppofed to 
contain an inexhauftible Quantity. At leafl: 
this we know for certain, niat it yields fuffi- 
cicnt for the Service of all the Mines in this 
Audience. It is managed with a great deal 
of Caution, for it is neither opened nor fhut 
but by the cxprefs Dircdion of the Viceroy of 
Peru. The Mine is about 100 Foot broad 
at the Mouth, and fix or fevcn hundred Foot 
deep. The Mineral is of a rcddifti Colour, 
like a half burnt Brick. When it is taken out 
of the Mine, they break it to pieces, and by 
the Help of a quick Fire, and proper Fur- 
nace, they extradl the Quickfilver much in 
the fame way that our Chymifts ufe in ma- 
king Lac Sulphuris. It is dug out of the 
Mine, and purified at the Expence of private 
Pcrfons; but then they are obliged to bring 
it to the King's Warehoufes, on the Pain of 
perpetual Slavery, where they fell it for fixty 
Pieces of Eight the Quintal. The King fells 
it out again for the Ufe of the Gold and Sil- 
ver Mines at the Rate of Eighty Pieces of 

Eight. 
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Eight. As foon as there is a fufficient Qaan« 
tity drawn out of the Mine, the Mouth of it 
is ftiut by order of the Viceroy ; and Quick-» 
iilver is a Commodity no private Man can 
deal in under the higheft Penalties. 

The Quickfilver from the Mine of Guan^ 
cavalica^ as well as all the Commodities and 
Manufadures of the City of Guamanga^ and 
thereabouts, are tranfportcd by Land to the 
Port of Fifco^ of which I forgot to fpeak 
v^hen I enumerated the Harbours on thisCoaft. 
It lies in 13^ 40', and the Road before it is 
equally fafe and commodious. This Place 
heretofore flood clofe by the Sea-Side ; but 
on the 1 9th of Odlober^ 1682, there happened 
an Earthquake, which occafioned the Sea to 
retire half a League, whence returning with 
prodigious Violence, it fwept away the whole 
Town. The new one was built about a 
quarter of a League from the Sea, and con« 
rained about three hundred Families, moftof 
them Meftizos or Negroes : But on the 3d of 
February^ 17 16, this too was demolifhedby 
an Earthquake } but inafmuch as the Har- 
bour is very good, and there arc great Con- 
vcniencies of wooding and watering here, we 
may fuppofe that by this Time it has reco^ 
vcred its former State. 
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C HAP, XIV. 

Of the Audience dc los Charcas^ or as fome 
call if, the Audience de la Plata. 

THIS Province is not only known by 
the Names mentioned in the Title of 
this Chapter, but alfo by that of the Audi- > 
ence of Cbuquifaca, from a City of the fame 
Name, of which we ihall prefently take No- 
tice. It extends from 18"* to 24? S. L. and 
from 63* to 75' of Longitude, Weft from 
London. It is bounded on the North by the 
Audience of Lima 5 on the Eaft by Para^ 
guay ; on the South by Chili and T^ucuman 5 
and on the Weft by the South Sea. The 
greateft Part of it lies in the Torrid Zone ; 
but the Frontier, towards Chili and 7ucu^ 
man, lies in the South temperate Zone, yet 
the Climate is but indifferent throughout. 
On the Shore it is exccflivcly hot, and the 
Inland Parts of the Country partake io much 
of the other Extreme, that it is faid the Spa^ 
nijh Ladies, when pregnant, are compelled 
to feek a warmer Climate before they can be 
delivered. The Soil however is generally 
fpeaking fruitful ; on the Coaft it is made fo 
by Art, but the Valleys among the Moun- 
tains in the Inland Part, are from Nature 
luxurioufly fertile, being every where fuffi- 
ciently watered i whereas there are no Rivers 

at 
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at all upon the Coaft. As to the CommodH 
tics of this Cbuntry, though it may be juftly 
ilylcd one of the richcft in the World, yet 
they may be reduced to two, PtmentOy which 
grows upon the Coaft, and is a kind of Pep- 
per little different from that which we call 
Jamaica Pepper ^ and which produces to' 
the Inhabitants fix hundred thoufand Pieces 
of Eight per Annum. The other Commo- 
dity is Silver, of the Value of which, for the 
Space of fifty Years, we (hall prcfcntly fpeak, 
from the Authority of the bcft Spanip Wri- ; 
ters, and the Records of Potofi. 

Throughout the whole Extent of this Pro- . 
vince there, arc very rich Mines, fome near 
the Coaft, fome at a greater Diflance, fome 
very lately difcovered, and fome which have 
been wrought ever fmce the Spaniards fettled 
here. We will begin our Defcription with, 
the Capital of this Country, which h La. 
Plata^ or, as the Indians call it, Cbuquifaca^ 
a large, populous, and well built City, eredted • 
by Pope Paul V. into an Archbifhoprick, 
having for its Suffragans the Bifhops of La 
PaZy or Cbuquiaca^ St. Miguel el EJtero^ 
Santa Cruz de la Sierra^ Santa T^rinidad de 
Buenos Ayres^ the AJfumption in Paraguay y 
and the AJfumption on the River of Plate. 
It was formerly very corifiderable on account 
of the rich Mines in its Neighbourhood, many 
of which are now ncgleded ; however, it is 
ftill the Capital of the Audience, and one of 
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the mod confiderable Gties in the Spanijb 
Dominions. It lies in the Latitude of 20% 
at the Diftance of near three hundred Miles 
from the Sea Coaft, one hundred and fifty 
Leagues S. E. from CufcOy about two hun- 
dred from Lima^ and about fifty N. E. from 
Potojt. This laft Place, fo famous for its in- 
exhauflibleXreafures, lies in the Latitude of 
21% toward the Extremity of the torrid 
Zore^ in a Climate much colder than ours, 
though according to the Latitude in which it 
lies, it ought to be exceffively hot. The Rca- 
fon of its Coldnefs is its great Height, expo- 
fed to Winds, and particularly one they there 
call ^omabaviy which is fierce and cold, and 
prevails from May till Auguji. The Moun- 
tain is naturally dry, cold, barren, bare, and 
uncouth, producing neither Fruit nor Grafs, 
and fcarce habitable; and yet the Plenty of 
Silver has caufed it to be inhabited, and af- 
ford Plenty of all Things, The Colour of 
the Earth is a dark red, the Shape of the Hill 
is like a Sugar Loaf, rifing above all the 
other Hills about it ; the Afcent llcep, yet 
fo as that they go up it on Horfcback, about a 
League in Compafs at the Bottom, and a 
quarter of a League from the Top to the 
Foot. From the bottom of it rifes another 
Hill called Guanapotofiy that is, Toung Po- 
tofi^ where there were formerly Mines, but 
the Veins were not fixed. At the Foot of 
the great Hill lies the Town of Spaniards 

and 
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and Indians^ which is about two Leagues ill 
Compafs, where is a prodigious Trade. The 
//argftf J wrought at the Mines of Porco^ but 
- never knew thefe, which wdre found by an 
, Indian^ called Gualca, of the Nation of the 
I Chunbibilcas^ in the Territory of C//;?;^^, who 
.following fome Deer, they ran up the Hill, 
and he purfuing up the deep Part, laid hold 
; on a Bufli that grew in a Vein, and being 
, torn up, difcovercd the Metal which the In- 
dian knew by beingacquainted with the Mines 
. ztPorco. He carried fome Pieces of it to Porco^ 
. to be aflaycd by Fire, and privately melted the 
' Silver he drew from thence, till another i«- 
. dian of the Vale oi Xauxa obfcrving that he 
throve better than he had done before, and 
: hadjarger Pigs of Plate, prefled him to im- 
part the Secret. Gualca told him, and they 
' agreed to divide the Mine, but foon fell out, 
bccaufe he of Xauxa knew not how to refine 
* his Silver, and Gualca would not tell him 
how he managed his ; fo that being incenfed 
on this and other Accounts, he difcovcred the 
Matter to his Mafter, whofe Name was Fil^ 
» lareal^ refiding at Porco^ who finding the 
Treafurc his Servant had told him, obliged 
Gualca to regiflcr, and ftake out the Vein 
jointly with him, which is marking out the 
Number of Yards the Law allows to thofe 
that difcover or work Mines ; by this 
. Means, and notifying the fame to the proper 
Oflicers,thcy became Proprietors of the Mine, 
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to work it as their own, paying the King 
the fifth Part of the Produft. This firft Re- 
giftcr of the Mines of Potofi wi^s in April 
1545. From that Time new Entries were 
made, as new Mines were difcovered } and 
that we may form fome Idea of the immenfe 
Wealth accruing from the Difcovery of thcfe 
Mines to all Europe^ I (hall fct down from 
the Regifter, the King's Fifth, from the Year 
1545 to the Year 1595, which amounted to 
one hundred and eleven Millions of Pefos. 
This Term has led many Writers into Mif- 
takes, who have computed them as Pieces of 
Eight, whereas it is certain that the Pefo is 
an imaginary Denomination, like our Pound 
Sterling, and is worth thirteen Reals and a 
quarter, which makes a vaft Alteration in fo 
large an Account. The King's annual Fifth 
then for that Time was about eight hundred 
and eighty thoufand Found per Annum^ which 
is indeed a prodigious Sum ; and therefore I 
am apt to think that this Account is not the 
King's Fifth, but the Silver of which he re- 
ceived the Fifth, and even at this Rate, thefe 
Minc5 in fifty Years produced upwards of 
forty four Millions Sterling. They are ftill 
wrought to an immenfe Profit, though not to 
near fo great as formerly. 

The Town of Potojiy which ftands at the 
Foot of the Hill, is very large, and the Build- 
ings very magnificent, efpecially tlie Churches. 
The Number of its Inhabitants is computed 
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at 60,000, of which 10,000 arc Spaniards^ 
the reft Indians and Slaves. The neighbour- 
ing Cantons of the Indians are obliged to fur- 
nilh annually fuch a Number of Labourers as 
are demanded. This is done about Cbrijlmasi 
and though the Indians go with little Spirit 
to Potofi^ yet it is obferved that many of 
them fettle there, and never return home, as 
they might do at the End of the Year. It is 
a great Miftake we are under io our Notion, 
that Negroes arc employed in working thcfc 
Mines, fince it is certain that though they arc 
much ftronger and more robuft than the In^ 
iiianSy yet they are not able to bear the Ex- 
halations of the Mines, which flifle them as 
foon as they are let down i neither would the 
Indians be able to work, if they were not 
frequently refreftied with Paraguay Tea* 

Weft from Potoji ftands Porco^ in the 
Neighbourhood of which there are Mines 
much richer than thofe of Potofiy but harder 
to work by reafon of the Water which is 
found in them, whereas there is none in the 
Mines of Potofiy even at a very great Depth. 
Nearer to the Coaft are the famous Mines of 
LipeZy in the Latitude of 23*^5 they are nu- 
merous, and were formerly very rich : they 
are now wrought to great Profit, and with- 
out doubt would be more minded than they 
are, if fo many new Mines were not daily 
(lifcovered, which yield ftill more Silver, and 
with lefs Trouble; as for Inftance, thofe 
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that Oruro^ a little Town eighty Leagues 
from Arica^ whence they draw a fifth Part 
of Silver from the Ore, bcfidcs many others. 
It may not be amlfs to obferve here, that when 
Mines are (hut up, and no longer wrought, 
we muft not fuppofe that they are totally loft^ . 
for after a confiderable Space, they open them 
again, and draw from them frefli Riches, 
fometimes in greater Quantities than at firft. 
The very Drofs, and Refufe of the Mines of 
Potofiy after being thrown into the River, 
and raked from thence, hath been found to. 
yield large Qiiantities of Silver, which pro- 
bably grew therein, after it was firft wrought. 
Though we hear very little faid of the 
Gold of this Country, yet it is not deflitute 
of that precious MetaK At La Paz, on the 
Frontiers of the Audience of Lima, there is 
one of the richeft Mines in America , whence 
the Indians call it Chuquiago, or the Golden 
Grange. About the Year 1680, there hap- 
pened a violent Storm of Thunder and Light- 
ning thereabouts, which ftruck down a Piece 
of the Mountain Ilimana^ the Shivers of 
which flew all over the City, and being 
picked up were found full of Grains of Gold, . 
though that Mountain is fo high as to be al-- 
ways covered with Snow. At the other Ex- 
tremity of the Audience of los Cbarcos^ to-, 
wards the Country of Cbili^ in the Neigh- 
bourhood of a Town called T'arya, there arc; 
alfo Gold Mines which are very rich. 

Qs. The- 
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The mod confiderablc Places in this Au- 
dience, bcfides thofe which we have already 
mentioned, are Santa Cruz la .Nueva^ San-- ^ 
ta Cruz de la Sierra y Oropeza^ &c. of all 
which we have not Room to fpeak here. But 
as to the Ports in this Province, it is neccflary 
wc (hould fay fomewhat. Ilo^ or as the Spa-^ 
marcis call it, 37^, is the moft northern Port 
in the Lat. of 17"* 37'. It has but an indiffe- 
rent Road, and the Village in its Neighbour- . 
hood is far from being confiderable. The 
Frencby during the late War, made a kind of 
Settlement here, and carried on a great con- 
traband Trade, notwithflanding the Climate >^ 
is fo unwholcfomc, that it frequently carried 
off one half of a. Ship's Crew. 

Arica is the proper Port of Potoji and la 
Plata. It is an indifferent good Road, if it 
were not open to the South. Formerly it 
had fome Fortifications, but they are now 
decayed, and the Place is very little better 
than a Village, occafioned chiefly by its be- 
ing extremely fubjcdt to Earthquakes, and 
withal excefTively unwholefome. One great 
Caufe of this is the Stench of Cormorants 
Dung, which the Inhabitants call Guana : 
this they gather with great Care, and there- 
of they make a great Profit. It is ufed 
to manure the Earth, and is faid to fertilize 
it fo much, as to make it yield four or five 
hundred Bufhels for one. 

This 
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This Port of Arica ftands in the Lat. of 
180 29', at the Diftance of about 70 Leagues 
from PotofK In the Month of March they 
begin to bring the Silver from thence to A-- 
rica^ and in June the Flota from Lima 
comes to fetch it. There is a conftant Inter- 
courfe between la Plata^ Oruru^ Li pes ^ and 
this Port, by Land, for the Convenicncy of 
which there are Inns at every four Leagues, 
infomuch that it is computed there arc two 
thoufand Perfons employed in the Manage- 
ment of thcfe Inns, and as Carriers : Yet this 
is nothing in comparifon of the Numbers 
employed in the fame Way, with rcfpeft to 
the Inland Commerce with the Mines 5 for, 
as this extends through the whole South A^ 
vierica^ there are not Icfs than ten thoufand 
People concerned therein, who are continu- 
olly in Motion. Befides all this, there is a 
Communication both by Land and Water be- 
tween Potoji and Buenos Ayres^ by which, 
if the Crown of Spain thought fit, the 
Silver might with great Eafc be brought into 
Europe. But it is time to quit Los Chare as ^ 
and to proceed from this Country of Silver 
to that which of all others abounds mod in 
Gold. 
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CH A P. XV. ^ 

Of the Audience ^ Chili. 

THIS very rich Country lies along the 
Coaft of the South Sea, from the S. Lat 
of 26* to that of 47^5 and from 61^ to 72* 
of Longitude Weft from Lcndottj that is, ta- 
king in the whole of the Country fo called 
by the Spaniardsi and not confining ourfelvcs 
to that only which is fettled and conquered. 
On the North it is bounded by Peru j on the 
Eaft by Tucuma?i, Paraguay, and the Terra 
Magellanica ; on the Weft by the South Sea; 
through the Midft of it, from North to South, 
run thofe prodigious high Mountains, called 
by the Spaniards, Sierra Nevada de los An^ 
des\ to which, fome Writers tell us, the Alp^ 
themfelvcs arc but Hillocks, and in pafling 
over them, the Air is found to be fo pure 
and light, as not to ferve, at leaft conveniently, 
for Refpiration. Some, who have travelled 
over thcfe Mountains, have been feizcd with 
fuch violent Vomitings, as forced them to 
bring up vaft Quantities of Blood j nor could 
they poiTibly have furvived a very few Mi- 
nutes, on the Summits of thcfe Mountains. 

The Climate oi Chili is differently fpoken 
of by different Writers ; fome commend, 
and fome condemn it, according, probably, 
to the Scafons in which they were there; 

but^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S.PANISH AMERICA. 245 
Wt, according to the Accounts wc have from 
the bcft Writers, fome of them Natives of 
this Country, its Summers are not hotter than 
thofe in Spain '^ but the Winters are more 
rigorous by far ; whence the Name of the 
Country, for Chili^ in the Language of the 
Natives, fignifics Cold. Towards the Moun- 
tains particularly, it is fo (harp, that Cattle, 
and even Men, are frequently frozen. Bcfides, 
in the Winter, towards the Coaft efpecially, 
there fall prodigious Rains ; and during this 
Time the Country is accounted unwholefome, 
as well as very unpleafant. The Soil is won- 
derfully fertile, producing not only Indian^ 
but European Corn, Wine, Fruits, and all 
the Neceflariesof Life in Abundance 5 what- 
ever Herbs, Fruits, or Flowers grow in Spa f\ 
are cultivated with Succefs here: And we 
learn from the Accounts of the latcft Tra- 
vellers, that in the Gardens of the Cities near 
the Coaft, Orange^Trees are kept bearing all 
the Yean 

But the Produds of Cbilt\ which are moft 
valuable in the Eyes of the Spaniards^ arc 
not fuch as grow on, but are found in the 
Earth, in which it is, without comparifon, 
the richefi Country hitherto known in the 
whole World, its Mountains every where a- 
bounding with Gold, Silver, Copper, Lead, 
Mercury, Saltpetre, and Sulphur. From 
fuch Parts of it as the Spaniards have tho- 
roughly fettled, they reap immcnfe Profits, 
0^3 - and 
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and yet the richcft Part of Cbili is ftill in the 
Hands of the Natives, and like to remain fo, 
their mountainous Sicuadons affording the 
Indians fuch* Advantages, as the Europeans^ 
conftdcring their fmall Number, can hardly. 
ever furmount. In the mean time, the Go- 
vernors run away with the greateft Part of 
the Weahh accruing from this important 
Settlement, the King on the one hand being 
daily cheated of his Revenues, and on the other, 
paying prodigious Salaries, vyhich are ftiled 
here, Real Situado \ fo that fmaller Returns 
arc made to Spam on the King's Account 
from hence than can well be imagined. It 
muft however be owned, that within theft 
twenty Vcars, fome Pains have been taken tq 
remedy thefc Abufcs. After the Difgrace of 
the great Duke de Ripperda^ fome of the 
Spanijl: Nobility advifed King Philip to have 
fent him Governor hither, and as he was a 
Man of great Parts, vyell (killed in Trade, and 
pf a Temper not to be difcouraged by crofs 
Accidents, it is very probable he might have 
done great Things here, both for himfelf and 
for the Spanip Crown j hut being difapr 
pointed of this Preferment, he is faid in Re-r 
vcnge to have formed fome Schemes for the 
taking away South America^ entirely from 
its prefent Maftcrs. However, this perhaps 
nifiy not he fo certain as fome have pretended, 
for that Nobleman was wo^t to fprcad Re- 
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ports of himfclf, which had not always the 
bcft Foundations. 

The Natives of Chili arc of a kind of 
Copper Colour, tall, well made, robuft Pcr- 
fons, extremely a<SHvc, very ingenious, and 
withal brave, and Lovers of Liberty; At 
leaft fuch they were when the Spaniards 
broke in upon them, about the Middle of 
the fixteenth Century. The Marquis P/- 
zarro gave this Government to Peter de VaU 
Aivia^M great Politician, and a good Officer,, 
unfortunate only in not having a fufficient 
Body of Men. He founded the prcfcnt Ca^ 
pital St. Jago^ as well as a City of his own . 
Name; but when he once difcovcrcd that 
the Country was full of Gold, he attempted 
fo many Eftablifliments, that he gave the /«- 
dians^ whom he had treated alfo harlhly. 
Opportunity, as he had before given them 
Inclination to revolt and to recover their 
Country. They conducted this Defign with ' 
equal Boldnefs and Addrefs. Before they 
took up Arms, they confidered attentively 
the Spanijh Manner of Difcipline, the Ufc of 
Fire- Arms, and the Advantages refulting from 
them. They then fell upon fome draggling 
Parties, and having defeated and deflroyed 
them, feized their Arms, and made ufe of 
them, as well as if they had been accuftomed 
to the Soldiers Trade from their Infancy. 
Peter Valdivia faw his Error too late, and 
.endeavoured to rcdtify it as foon as was pof- 

CL.4 fible. 
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iiblc. He collefted with the utmoft Expe- 
dition, a very confidcrablc Body of Troops, 
with which he marched againft the Indians^ 
who did not engage him immediately, as he 
expected, but by attacking feveral Places of 
the utmoft Importance, forced him to make 
.Detachments,and then fell upon the Body com- 
manded by himfelf, and cut him and them to 
pieces. This was in the Year 1552, and by 
this Defeat the Spaniards had well nigh loft 
/the Country, His Lieutenant, Don Fran^ 
cis de Villagra^ was a Perfon, in Favour 
of whom a Digreflion will feem pardonable. 
As foon as the News reached him of the Go.- 
vernor's Misfortune, he immediately flighted 
the advanced Ports, and even abandoned fome 
of the new Towns, that he might preferve 
the reft. The Inhabitants were fo well fa- 
tisficd both of his Capacity and Integrity, 
that tliey rcfus'd no Service upon which he 
put them, which faved the Province. The 
Government however at L//w^z thought pro- 
per to remove him, merely becaufe he had 
?i6ted without their Authority, direding the 
Magiftrates qf Cities to govern till they took 
farther Order j but they wifqly reprefented 
againft fo ruinous a Scheme, and at their In- 
terceflion Villagra was conftituted firft Ma-f 
giftrate, and Comm^ncjer in chief. While 
t? afted in this Capacity, he obtained feveral 
prcat Vidtorjes over the Indians^ and made 
jpppfid?rfth}? Conquefts, though they QarriecJ 
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on the War rcgukrly, fortified their Camps 
with Intrenchments, and ereded fcveral Forts 
in order to cover the open Country. In all 
Probability he would have rcftored the Co^ 
lony to its former State, but the Viceroy of 
Peru wifely fent his Son to take from him 
the Command, and to fend him Prifoner to 
Lima^ which was accordingly done ; but the 
SpaniJI^ Inhabitants ftill prefcrve the Memory 
of his glorious Atchievcments, and own hiin 
for the Conqueror of Cbili^ or at Icaft fo 
much of it as hath remained in their Hands 
ever fince. 

This Country extends not Icfs than three 
hundred Leagues from North to South, but 
then its Breadth is nothing proportionable 5 
it is entirely under the Government of its Pre-- 
fidcnt, for lying at fuch a Diftance from 
Lima^ the Viceroy fcldom interferes. For 
the Sake of the more eafy Diftribution of Ju- 
flice, it is divided into three Diftridls, ^iz. 
thofe of Chili proper^ Imperial^ and oiCuyo. 
As to the Number of Inhabitants, they aro 
not according to the lateft and bcft Accounts 
any way agreeable to fuch a vaft Extent of 
Territory, The Spaniards throughout the 
Whole are not accounted above twenty thou- 
fand Men capable of bearing Arms ; of Me- 
flizos, Mulattos, Negroes, Gfr. there may 
be between feventy and eighty thoufand ; but 
fhe Bulk of the Inhabitants are Indians. Of 
th^ft, fome are flyled free^ and others ftdh 
• jeded. 
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jedled^ The former own*d the Dominion of 
the King of Spain^ but they pay him no 
Tribute ; whereas the Litter belong to the 
Spaniards^ live amongft them,and ferve them ; 
not however as Slaves, but as Servants : they 
arc divided according to their Habitations in- 
to little Lordfliips of fo many Families more 
or lefs, flylcd Commanderies^ which the King 
gives to whom lie pleafes. If the Indians 
live with their Lord and ferve him, he muft 
not only maintain them, but give them each 
thirty Pieces of Eight a Year. On the other 
hand, if the Indians are not inclined to live 
with their Lord, they are exempted, paying 
him an annual Tribute of ten Pieces of Eight. 
The Number of thefe futyedled Indians may 
be about fifteen thoufand. There arc alfo 
fome Indian Slaves which are fold to the 
Spaniards by the free Indians^ yet by the 
Laws they cannot be fold a fecond Time, but 
by their own Confent 

The free Indians amount to many thoufands, 
and inhabit the greateft Part of the Country, 
cfpecially towards the Mountains. • About the 
Year 1690, they made their laft Treaty of 
Peace with the Spaniards^ by which on the 
one hand they acknowledge the l^ingoi Spain 
for their lawful Sovereign, and on the other 
he granted them to live peaceably according 
to their own Manner, and their own Laws. 
They are governed by their refpedlive Chiefs, 
whom the Spaniards ilyle Caciques y but the 
' Indians 
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Indians thcmfelvcs do not acknowledge that 
Title, Thcfc Chiefs, like the Judges of If^ 
rael^ claim no Authority, but in adminifter- 
ing Juftice, and commanding their Tribes in 
time of War, having neither Palaces nor Re- 
venue, nor any great Marks of Refped paid 
them, except in the Execution of their Office. 
They alfo manage the whole Affairs of 
their Nation in certain general Aflemblies, 
where each has a Seat, and free Liberty of 
Speech 5 after Debate, the Queftion is deci- 
ded by Plurality of Voices. Every free /«- 
4ian is bound to have his Horfc and Arms 
always in order, fo that on the Sound of a 
Trumpet, they immediately mount and re- 
pair to their refpedive Ports, where their 
Chiefs form them into order: Their Arms arc 
Pikes, Bows and Arrows, with Swords. When 
they engage, they do it regularly, in Squadrons 
and Battalions, never fighting but with a 
Morafs in their Rear, into which, in cafe of 
the worft, they retreat, and fortify themfelves 
fo effedtually, that it is rarely found advifeablc 
to attack them. They have very little Reli- 
gion, and yet are very unwilling to receive the 
Inftrudtions of the MiiTionaries, chiefly bc- 
paufe the Chriftian Religion forbids Drunk- 
pnnefs and Poligamy, to both which Excefles 
they are, generally fpcaking, extravagantly 
prone. Notwithftanding this, they are com- 
. ;nonly very healthy, and live to great Ages. 
jt is obferved that by degrees they accuftom 

them- 
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thcmfeivcs to the Spanijb Manners, which 
gives that Nation great Satisfadiion, though 
perhaps it is not very well founded; for as 
thefe People are very brave, and very far from 
being Barbarians, they may fome time or other 
quarrel with the Europeans^ and once again 
expel them their Country. 

The Reader will fee the Probability of 
this, when we have told him what happened 
here fo lately as in the Year 17 15. During 
the long Wars, on Account of the Succeflion 
to the Crown of Spairiy great Inconveniences 
arofe in America^ from the Want of due 
Attention to the Condudl of the Viceroys and 
Governors in that diftant Part of the World. 
The Governors of the City of Conception in 
Chili were feveral of them of this unruly fort; 
a Defire of getting hindered them from at- 
tending to the Confequences, even of the 
moft violent and unjuft Proceedings, efpe- 
cially towards the Indians of the Plain, who 
were divided into Commanderies, and of 
confequence fubjedl to the Spaniards. This 
had rendered them moody and difcontented, 
though they are naturally the moft docile 
People in the World. The Son of the firft 
Prcfident of the Audience of St. Jago^ a 
Youth of about two and twenty Years of 
Age, coming to have the fupremc Command 
there, drove them into an Open Rebellion, in 
preparing for which they aded with fuch 
Addrefs, that the Confpiracy was upon the 

Point 

" Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SPANISH AMERICA. 253 

Point of breaking out before it was fufpeded. 
The young Governor behaved worfc upon 
this Occafion than he had done before, obli- 
ging the Inhabitants to fend many of their 
Indians^ who were innocent, to Prifon, and 
even proceeding fb far as to execute feveralof 
them in order to flrike^ as he pretended^ 
Terror into the Rebels. 

At the Time this happened, there were a 
great many French Ships in the Road, and 
upon this Occafion the Officers went in a 
Body to offer the Governor their Service. He 
received them with the utmofl Contempt, 
told them the Spaniards ncvtt needed any 
Affiflance either to fecure or to inlarge their 
Conquefts; nay, threatened to punifh them 
for carrying on an illicit Trade, though a 
third Part of the Squadron were able to have 
taken and burnt the Town if they had fo 
pleafed. Upon this the French failed away, 
and within a few Days after this modern 
DonSluiocot^hzving firft privately fent to P^r/^ 
his moft valuable EfFedls, would willingly 
have fled himfelf, and have left the Town to 
the Mercy of the inraged Indians ; but the 
Inhabitants prevented him. By a feafonable 
Supply of Forces from St. Jago^ the Re- 
bellion was quafhed, partly by fair means, 
and partly by Force. On this Occafion the 
Indians of the Plain had demanded Afliflancc 
of the free Indians^ but were refufed it, only 
they were content to intercede for them, 

when 
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^ whc» thcfc Troubles were conipofcd. Frorii 
hence it may be eafily judged, that of all the 
Spanijh Provinces in America^ .this is in moft. 
Danger; and yet fuch is the Luxury and 
Corruption of this infatuated Nation, that 
they go on opprefling the Indiians and neg-* 
lefting their Fortifications, as if they had no- 
thing to fear cither from the Fury of their 
Enemies, or from the Rcfentmcnt of their 
Mafler. 

After having faid fo much of the Inha- 
bitants, it is now time to fpeak of the Places 
they inhabit ; and, in order to do this with 
fome Method, we will treat of the Diftridts 
before-mentioned, in the Order in which they 
lie. 

In order then to proceed regularly in the 
Defcription of this great Country, we (hall 
advance from North to South, mentioning all 
the confiderablc Ports, and other great Towns 
as they arc found in the Maps, taking in 
thereby the two maritime Provinces of Chili 
proper and 'Imperial^ and then we will 
ipeak of the Diftridt of Ctiyo^ which lies 
quite behind thefe, and hath not hitherto 
been fully fettled, though the Spaniards pro- 
mife themfclves great future Advantages there- 
from. 

The firft Place wc meet with then in paC- 
ling from P^rtt is Copiapo^ iiT27''of S. L. to 
which belongs the Port of Caldera^ which 
has a Road tolerably fafc, and would proba^ 

bly 
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bly be much frequented, if Wood and Wa- 
ter were not exccffivcly fcarce and dean Co^ 
piapo lies fourteen Leagues to the Eaflward 
of Port Caldera^ and twenty Leagues accord- 
ing to the ordinary Road, over a mifcrablc 
Country, dcflitute of all things either plea- 
fant or convenient. Until of late Years it 
hath paflcd for a Place of no great Impor- 
tance; but fincc 17 1 o, it has been confider- 
cd in another Light. A Spanijb Author fays 
it is the richeft Place in the World ; and tlic 
Reafon he afiigns would induce one to think 
him in the Right. Its Foundations are of Gold, 
that is, the Village of CopiapOy for fo it origi- 
nally was, flandsupon a Gold Mine cxceflively 
rich. This however is not wrought at pre- 
fent, becaufe at about fix Miles Diftance, 
they have difcovered Mines of Gold ftill 
richer. What thefe Mines, well managed, 
might produce, is uncertain; but, by an 
Account given by a Flemings who in the 
Year 1720 was employed in working them, 
the Reader may form fome Computation j 
and therefore from his Account we w^ill ftatc 
the Fadls. 

The Inhabitants of Copiapo^ according to 
his Apprehenfion, might be feven hundred, 
the Perfons employed in the Mines a thou- 
fand at leaft. Their Mills were twelve in 
all, and one Day with another they cxtradled 
from the Mineral, one hundred and fifty 
. Ounces of Gold, or about thirty thoufand 

Ounces 
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Ounces in a Year, as appeared by the Infpec!- 
tor of the Mines Account. This Gold 
might be fold, on the Spot for fifty Shillings an 
Ounce, confcquently thefe Mines yield bet- 
ter than eighty thoufand Pounds /^r Annum. 
The Neighbourhood of this Place, though 
Jiothing can be more miferablc in Appear- 
ance, is however rich beyond Expreflion* 
Saltpetre lies, or rather ftands upon the 
Ground two Feet high in many Places \ and 
any where elfe this alone would be fufficient 
to attradt a Trade. About fixty Miles South 
from Copiapo are Lead Mines, neither wrought 
nor thought of j yet fome intelligent Perfons 
think them more valuable than the Gold 
ones, bccaufe fome who have vifited them, 
have picked up on the Surface of the Earth 
icvcral Pounds of Lapis Lazuli^ one of the 
moft valuable Commodities in the World ; 
nay, it is affirmed that this Peruvian Stone 
is not at all inferior to that which comes from 
the Eaji IndieSy but is rather of a deeper 
Blue, and has fewer Veins. In the Cordil^ 
leras Mountains, which lie Eaft-fouth-eaft 
from this Town about a hundred Miles, 
there arc Mines of Sulphur, which in their 
kind furpafs all others. The Vein here is 
two Foot broad at leaft, vvhence the Sulphur 
is drawn pcrfedlly pure, fo that they have 
nothing to do but to carry it away and expofc 
it to Sale. Such are the Riches of Copiapo^ 
which notwithftanding hardly affords Bread 

and 
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and Roots to the fcanty Number of its In- 
habitants. 

In moving South towards Coquimbo^ you 
pafs through an hundred Leagues of the word 
Country in the Worlds without meeting with 
cither Village or Town, Tree or Shrub, Ri- 
ver or Brook ; fo that frequently the Cattle 
upon the Road perifti for Want of Refrcili- 
mcnt. In this Journey, however, you fee 
many Mines of Copper and Tin ; and in a 
Mountain on the South-eaft there have been 
found Very fine Turkey Stones; though, for 
Want of any Settlement near it, the farther 
Search of them has been abandoned. The 
Cold of this Country is fcarce to be exprefled : 
the Indiam of Peru are frequently killed by 

The River of Coquhnbo gives Name to an 
agreeable Valley through which it rolls into 
the Sea. The Bay at the Mouth of it is a 
very fine one, and Ships lie there very fafely 
as well as commodioufly, though the Coaft 
is rocky; but fome Iflandsfo efFcftually keep 
off the Winds, that there is no fort of Hazard 
in lying as clofe to them as pofliblc. The 
.Town is commonly called Coquimbo^ but the 
Name of it is properly la Serena. It lies in 
the Lat. of 29** 53', and boafls of one of the 
fineft Situations in the Univerfe. The few 
Streets it has are ftraight, and well laid out ; 
there is a reafonable Plenty of Water, tho* 
the River of Coquimbo is generally fordable. 

R Every 
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Every Hoiife has a large Garden filled with 
Oranges, Olives, Gfr. An endlefs Verdure 
reigns here without Storms, without parch- 
ing Heat, or any Cold that is inconvenient. 
The Soil is fruitful, and all the Country a- 
bout it abounds with the Neceflaries of Life, 
cfpccially Corn, Wine and Oil, exquifite in 
their kind, and exceflively cheap ; there is 
the (ame Plenty of Cattle, tame and wild 
Fowl ; and in the adjacent Valleys there is fo 
plentiful a Breed of Horfes, that one which 
would coft thirty or forty Pounds in England^ 
may be had here for half as many Shillings. 
After all this, the Town of la Serena is a 
very pitiful Place; there are indeed five or 
fix Convents, which make a tolerable Appear- 
ance, but except the Governor's, all the 
Houfes in the Town are mere Cabbins, and 
the People who inhabit them, arc far enough 
from being at their Eafe, I mean in the Sfa^ 
7iiJ}j Senfe of the Word, that is, they are not 
rich. There are no Mines of Gold in this 
Neighbourhood, and though there are many 
of Copper, yet they are little wrought. We 
muft not however imagine that they are al- 
together deftitute of rich Commodities, for, 
in the Winter Seafon, when the Rains are 
violent, all the little Brooks bring down Gold, 
of which, if they had Hands enough, a great 
Profit might be made ; but as all the Inha- 
bitants do not exceed twelve or fifteen hun- 
dred Perfons at moft, they do not get much. 

The 
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The Trade of this Place confifts in fending 
four or five Ships yearly to Lima laden with 
Flower, Wine, and other Provifions, in re- 
turn for which they receive all forts of £//- 
ropean Goods, which are tranfported from 
hence into other Parts of Chili. This Place 
has been often plundered heretofore by our 
Buccaneers. The Spaniards have now fecu- 
red it efFedlually ; they have rendered it €0 
poor, that it is not worth plundering. 

The next Port on this Coaft of anv Con- 
fcquence is that of Valparayfo\ it lies in 32* 
15' of S. L. and is by much the moft confi- 
derable Haven in thcfe Seas, being conftantly 
frequented by Veffels from Callao and Pana^ 
ma^ which come hither to lade Corn : they 
are of confiderable Burthen ; and therefore 
there is no ^ipubt of meeting here with ex- 
perienced Pilots for any Part of the Coaft, 
cfpccially to the Northward. The Harbour 
is tolerably good, in the Summer Months 
cfpecially, but in the Winter it is infecure, by 
reafon of its lying open to the North Wind, 
which blows then with great Force* Some 
Pains has been taken to fortify this Place j 
and the White CaJlUy or CafliUo Blanco^ as 
the Spaniards call it, makes a formidable 
Appearance ; but then there are rarely above 
two or three Guns in a Condition of firing. 
Befidcs this, there is another Fort which co* 
vers the Road. The Port of ^dntero^ which 
lies about five Leagues to the North, and 
R 2 is 
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is very near as good as this^ has no Fortifi- 
cations at all Ships fomctimcs lie there for 
Conveniency till they can get a Lading from 
Valparayfo. This confifts chiefly in Corn, 
of which fuch vafl; Quantities are fent to 
Market, that the Magiftrates have a difcre- 
tionary Power of ordering as much as they 
think proper to be thrown into the Sea, that 
the Remainder may fell the better ; and this 
they have fometimes puflied fo far, as to de- 
flroy many thoufand Loads at once ; which, 
confidering the extraordinary Scarcity many 
Cities in the Spanijh Dominions frequently 
experience, muft be regarded as a very ftrange 
Stroke of their Policy, much like that of 
their Lima Merchants, whofo overlade their 
Veflfcls with Corn, that they founder at Sea, 

At the Diftancc of 28 Leagues from Val^ 
parayfo to the South-eaft, lies the great City 
of St. JagOy or rather, as I take it, tbe City 
of St. James tbe Great, whom the Spani^ 
ards call San J ago j for St. James the Lefs, 
they call San Diego. This City, which is 
the Capital of Cbtli^ ftands in 33^ 40' S. L. 
at the Foot of the Mountains, having a very 
fine Plain before it, watered by no lefs than 
three Rivers. It is very regularly built, and 
makes a fine Shew, every Houfe having a 
Court before, and a Garden behind it. The 
whole City is fo happily watered, that, by 
the Help of Canals, they not only fupply 
their Gardens plentifully, but can alfo, when- 
ever 
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ever they think fit, turn a Stream of Water 
through each of the Streets, keeping them 
thereby continually clean and cool. In the 
Center of the Place there is a very fine Square, 
The Eaft Side of this is taken up by the Ca- 
thedral and Archbi(hop*s Palace, On the 
North (lands that of the Prefident, the Courts 
of Juftice, and the Prifon. On the Southr 
there is a Row of Piazzas, with very com- 
modious Shops under them ; and the £a(t 
Side is taken up by rich Merchants Houfes. 
The Number of Inhabitants may be about 
eight thoufand Whites, and between twenty 
and thirty thoufand Indians and Mulattos. 
In fome Authors we have very pompous Dc- 
fcriptions of this City, much furpafling any 
thing I have faid, or indeed can fay ; but the 
Mifchief of it is, that thefe are taken entire- 
ly from Report ; what I have fct down is 
from an Eye-Witnefs, and a Perfon who is 
an Engineer by his Profeflion, who owns, 
that the City of St. J ago is pleafant and prct- 
tv ; but as to Streets of Stone Buildings, he 
lays not a Word ; nor (hould I have copied 
him, if he had, fince in a Country frequently 
troubled with Earthquakes, and in a City 
twice fubverted by them in fifty Years, Stone 
Houfes would be far from deferable H^ibita- 
tions. In truth, they are no better than Lath 
and Plaifter ; but the Plaifter being extreme- 
ly white, and painted fo as to refemble Stone, 
wight poflibly give Occafion to this Report. 
R 3 The 
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The Citizens of 5/, ^ago are rich, and live 
piuch at their Eafe, many of them retiring 
hither from Baldivtn^ the Concfption^ Val^ 
fcirayfo^ and other Places, when they have 
acquired Eftates by Trade ; and fome again 
grow very rich even here by being concerned 
in the Gold Mines at 7i7//7, which are about 
half way between St. J^go and the Sea, and 
in fevcral Lavaderoes nearer the City, which 
arc very rich, and in which they fometimes 
find Pieces of Gold of an Ounce Weight, 
twenty-three Carrats fine. In the Moun- 
tains immediately behind the City, particu- 
larly in that called St. Chrijiophcr Lampan^ 
quio^ there have been within thefe thirty 
Years Mines of all forts of Metals difcovered, 
clofe together ; ^72;. of Gold, Silver, Iron, 
Copper, Lead, and Tin ; but, for Want of 
Hands, and becaufe they do not yield quite . 
fo great a Profit as fome others, they arc 
ncgledted. As for the Indimis^ they deal 
little in tJiefe Metals on their own Account \ 
they content themfelves with raifing Corn, 
and feeding Cattle; and though they have 
Plenty of both, they arc very far from being 
rich, fincc even in a Country where Money 
is fo plenty, their Wheat, which is very good, 
will not yield more than a Groat a Bufliel. 

We have now gone through the Province 
of Chili. proper^ and are next to enter that of 
the City of Imperial. The firft Place we 
meet with of Confequcncc is the Town and 

Port 
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Port -of Conception^ which hcs in 36* 42' 
S, L. The Port is good, and the Town very 
neat, feated clofe on the Side of the Buy, 
whence it makes a fine Shew, The Indians 
call this Place Penco^ i. e. / have Jound Wa^ 
ter. The Spaniards look upon this as a 
Place of great Confidcration, as indeed it is ; 
and therefore his Catholick Majeily allows 
three hundred and fifty thoufand Pieces of 
Eight ^^r Annum for maintaining a Garrifon 
here of three thoufand five hundred Men : 
There are alfo fomc Fortifications and Forts 
on the Land-Side, in order to defend the 
Place againft the Indians^ but all mifcrably 
out of Repair ; and the major part of the 
Garrifon fleep in the Governor's Pocket, that 
is to fay, he keeps up fifteen hundred or two 
thoufand Men poorly clothed and fadly paid, 
putting the reft of the King's Money into his 
own Coffers. Yet is this City of Conception 
a Bifliop's See, which was transferred thither 
when the Indians took and deftroyed the 
City Imperial I and here likewife was the 
Royal Chancery, till out of mere Fear of the 
Indians^ they thought fit to remove it to St. 
J ago. The Force of the Town confills in its 
Trade, for this keeping always a confidcra- 
ble Number of Ships in the Bay, the Indians 
are afraid of attempting any thing ; and from 
*a Confidence of this, the Spaniards live la- 
•:2ily and without Care, though it is more 
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than probable that they may fomc time or 
other repent it. / : 

Before we leave this Place, it may not be 
improper to take Notice of a beneficial Trade 
carried on by the Inhabitants of the City of 
Conception with the Indians behind them, 
who, thouf^h they are not Suhjc(fls of the 
Crown of Spain^ nor have ever negotiated a 
Peace with the Spaniards^ yet trade with 
them, and this in a very particular Manner. 
Thcfe Indians are ftyled Peulcbes^ and inha- 
bit the Cordillera^ or great Chain of Moun^ 
tains at the Back of Chili^ for a Space not 
certainly known, and who retain exadly the 
fame Manners and Cuftoms they had before 
the Spaniards arrived here. Wlien a Perfon 
goes to trade with them, he addrcfles him- 
felf to the Cacique or Chief. No fooner this 
little Prince fees a Stranger, than he cries out, 
What ! are you come ? The Spaniard tin(wci$^ 
1?J, I am come. The Cacique's next Qucf- 
tion is, Weill what have you brought me ? 
The Merchant anfwers, APrefent. To which 
the Prince replies, Ttben you are welcome. A 
Lodging is inftantly provided him, near that 
of the Cacique's, whither all his Family go 
to vifit the Stranger, in hopes he will make 
them fome Prefents, In the mean time a 
Horn is founded, to give Notice to the /;;- 
Mans who are abroad, that a Merchant is ar- 
rived. Upon this they all run to the Plac?, 
where the Stranger exhibits his Treafure^^ 

. confifting 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SPANISH AMERICA 265 
confiding of Knives, Sciflars, Pins, Needles, 
Ribbands, fmall Looking-glaflcs, Gfc, All 
thcfc the Indians carry away without giving 
any thing for them, only a Price is fettled ; 
and thus the Merchant credits Folks he never 
faw, and whom, for ought he knows, he 
may never fee again. After a certain Time 
is elapfed, the Horn, by the Diredtion of the 
Cacique, is founded a fecond Time, when 
immediately the Savages return, and exadly 
perform their refpcft ive Promifcs. The Goods 
they deal in are Cattle, Skins of wild 13cafls, 
and fome Gold ; but this they bring only in 
very fmall Quantities, knowing well how 
dear the Poffcflion of that Metal hath coft 
their Neighbours and their Anceftors. As 
for the other Indians^ who were formerly 
fubdued, and have now recovered their Free- 
dom, they have little or no Intercourfe with 
the Spaniards. 

The Port of Baldivia^ of which we arc 
next to fpeak, lies in 39^ 36' S. L. This 
Place is very advantageoufly fituated, three 
XiCagues within a fpacious Bay, and is de- 
fended by four pretty ftrong Caftles, mount- 
ing in all above a hundred Brafs Guns, of a 
confiderablc Size. The Garrifon too is or 
ought to be very confiderable, the King al- 
lowing yearly three hundred thoufand Pieces 
of Eight for their Pay, and for keeping the 
Fortifications in Repair. It is however very 
pddly compofcd, for all the Soldiers, and 

. nioft 
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xnoft of the OfficerSi are Criminals fent hi« 
tHcr from Feru^ as in other Places thev arc 
lent to the Gallies. It is» it feemsi a Maxim in 
tlic Spanijh Government, feldom or never to 
punifli any white Pcrfon with Death, but to 
content themfelves with placing them as they 
arc here in a Frontier Garrifon. But what- 
ever the Officers and Soldiers may be, the 
Governor is always a Man of Quality, and 
one who pays pretty roundly for that Poft, 
purely that he may have the Honour of pay- 
ing that large Situado above-mentioned, or 
clfc have a good Reafon (hewn why it is not 
paid. Some Perfons of good Intelligence 
fay, that a very honeft Viceroy of Peru con- 
tents himfelf with (lopping only a Third, 
and that a Governor of a fcrupulous Confci- 
cnce puts no more than a Fourth of what re- 
mains in his Pocket : Such honeft People, 
however, do not come often to the Indies. 
This Place is not only threatened by domef- 
tick, but alfo by foreign Enemies \ and there 
have been Times, in which the Spaniards 
equally dreaded the Indians and the Dutch. 
The latter, in 1643, adlually made them- 
felves Mafters of the Place, and intended to 
have kept it, but that Faniine and Sicknefs 
compelled them to retire, which gave the 
Spaniards an Opportunity of refettling it. I 
muft however take Notice, that the Viceroy 
of Peru adlcd upon this Occafion like a true 
Spanijh Governor 5 he delayed fending Sup- 
plies 
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plies till the Place was taken } but being then 
appreheniive he might be puniQied for this 
ill Condudt, he aflembled fuch a Body of 
Troops, and made fo much hafte to Baldi^ 
wa, that the Dutch were obliged to quit it 
in great Confufion, being, as I faid, attacked 
before with Famine and'Sickncfs, and left 
therein thirty Pieces of Cannon, and all their 
Baggage. The prefent Number of Inhabi- 
tants in this City may be about two thoufand, 
or rather more. Heretofore its Commerce 
was more confiderablethan at prefent, becaufo 
of feveral Gold Mines in its Neighbourhood, 
which are not wrought now ; yet there are 
ftill eight or ten Vclfels of between four and 
five hundred Tons each, which are employed 
in carrying on the Trade between this Port 
and Lima. The Cargoes they carry arc 
Hides, Goat Skins tanned, a la Cordovan, 
Salt Meat, Corn, and fomc Gold : They 
bring back Chocolate, Spices, Sugars, and all 
Sorts of European Goods. 

Farther to the South the Spaniards have a 
Garrifon of five hundred Men, at a Place 
called Aranca 5 as alfo a Settlement in the 
Ifle of Cbiloe^ which is a very plealant and 
fruitful Place, and the utmoft Boundary of 
CM/, towards the South; confequently we 
have fulfilled this Part of our Taik, and arc 
to fpeak next of the inland Diftridt. 

This Diftrift is ftylcd Chicuito : it lies to 
the Eafl: of Cbilf, on the other Side of the 

Mountains, 
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Mountains, from the thirtieth to the thirty- 
eighth Degree of South Latitude, being iii 
Length about two hundred Miles, its Breadth 
very uncertain. The whole Country is fa- 
mous for its prodigious Fertility, owing chief- 
ly to the numberlefs Rivulets of melted Snow, 
which run down from the Mountains which 
furround it. Its Products arc Corn, Wine 
and Oil, of which the Plenty in Quantity, 
is not greater than the Excellence in Qua- 
lity. The Towns here are few, and not very 
confiderable : The Capital of the Province is 
the Town of MendozCy feated at the Open- 
ing of the Mountains from 5/. J ago: In its 
l^eighbourhood there are excellent Copper 
Mines. St. Juan de la Front era is now the 
moft populous Place in the Country : it (lands 
about fixty Leagues North-eaft from St.Jago^^ 
and in the Mountains near it there are Silver 
Mines exceflively rich. There is nothing 
farther remarkable in this Part of Chili^ ex- 
cept what is common to the whole Audience, 
and that is, the being free from all venom- 
ous Creatures ; for though there are in fpme 
Parts Toads, in others Serpents, and in many 
Places Spiders of an enormous Size, yet it i$ 
certain that none of thefe are poifonous, no, 
not even the Scorpions, which are fometimes 
found in the Grafs, but were never known 
to do any Mifchief. The Days in the Sum-i 
mer arc very fliort in Chicuito, the high 

Mountain? 
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Mountains intercepting the Light of the Sun 
within a few Hours after Noon. 

CHAP. XVI. 
Of the Province of Tucumam 

I Thought it unneceflary to go fartlicr South 
in order to foeak of the Terra Magellan 
nica^ becaufe, though the Spaniards claim 
it, they have no Settlement there ; and I have 
faid enough in the firft Book to prevent the 
Readcr*s being led into iny Miftakcs about it 
In quitting Chili therefore I proceed Eaft- 
wardy in order to reach again the oppofite 
Ocean, and fo to fpeak of the Spanijh Settle- 
ments to the South of Brazil^ on the River 
of Plate^ which falls into the North Sea. I 
could not do this without taking Notice of 
the large Country of Tucuman. 

It lies in the midft, between P^r^^w/iy and 
Chili I nor is it eafy to ftate its Boundaries; 
however, we will do it in the bcft Manner 
we may. On the North there are none but 
barbarous Nations, the Names of which it 
would be needlefs to repeat. On the Eaft 
lies Paraguay^ and the River of Plate 5 on 
the South the unknown Country called Ter^ 
ra Magellanica ; on the Weft, part of 0&/7/, 
and part of Peru. Where it b^ins, we can- 
not fay with any Certainty; but the beft 
Writers own it does not extend to above 37' 

S.L. 
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S.L. As it lies for the mod part in the temperate 
Zone, we need not fay much of its Climate; 
only this is remarked, that fo much of it as 
lies in the torrid Zone is exceedingly cold, 
which is occafioned by the Height of the 
Mountains. Farther South there are vaft 
Plains, and great Forefts. When the Spani-^ 
ards invaded it, about the Year 1558, they 
found it very populous, but they found means 
to deftroy an infinite number of People, tho' 
they did thcmfelves little Good, The Cities 
of St. Jago and 5/. Michael are now the moft 
confiderablc of thofe pofTeffed by xhc Spani^ 
ards in thefc Parts ; but they owe any Do* 
minion they have over the Natives, rather to 
the Pains taken by their Priefts, efpecially 
the Jefuits, than to the Force of their 
Arms, or the Wifdom of their Government* 
The principal Thing aimed at in fettling 
Towns and Garrifons in this Country for the 
Space of three hundred Miles, is to lecure a 
Communication between the Plantations on 
the North and South Seas 5 not but that there 
refults fome Benefit from the Trade carried 
on with the Indians^ of which we (hall fay 
more hereafter, in difcourfing of the Com- 
merce of Buenos Jlyres. 

Since the Acceflion of Fhtltp V. to thd 
Crown of Spain^ the Miflionaries in thefa 
Parts have had their Privileges much aug- 
mented, which has enabled them to make 
many thoufand Converts, and to extend their 

own 
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own Power confidcrably, though perhaps 
they have not done much to increafe that of 
the Civil Magiftrate, for which they gene- 
rally make this Pretence, that whenever their 
Converts come to converfe with the Spani^ 
crds^ they begin to lofe their Refpcdk for the 
Chriftian Religion ; which, if true, is furely 
a little extraordinary, and not much to the 
Honour of this Catholick Nation, 

CHAP. XVII. 

Of the Spanifli Settlements on the River of 
Plate, particularly Buenos Ayres. 

IT is an old Obfervation, that Names arc 
not always impofed according to the Rca- 
lon of Things. The new World, of which 
we have been fpeaking, did not receive that 
of Columbus, who difcovered it, but was call- 
ed America from Americas Vefpujius^ who 
idcfcribed it, or at leaft firft publiflied hisDe- 
fcriptions to the World. In like Manner the 
Spaniards call that great River which falls 
into the Ocean in 35^ S. L. Rio de la Plata, 
though in tmth it is the leaft of three Rivers 
which compofc that Stream, The firft of 
thcfe is the great River of Paraguay, which 
rifes in the Weftern Part of Brazil, in the 
Latitude of 60% or thereabouts ; running 
Southward, it paflcs through the great Lake 
oiCbarafsi and about fifty Miles below the 

City 
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City oi Ajfumption it joins the Rio de la 'Pla^ 
ta^ in the Latitude of about 3o^ About 
iixty Miles lower, the great Riyer 'Parana 
joins them, and rolls in Conjundlion towards 
the Sea. Befidcs thefe there are many other 
Icfler Rivers, which concur in forming fo 
vafl: a Body of Water in fo long a Courfe, 
fuch as the Rio Vermejo^ Rio Blanco^ Rio 
Salado^ Rio Tercero^ &c. 
• The River of Plate receives its Name from 
the City of la Plata in the Audience of los 
Cbarcas^ in the Neighbourhood of which it 
fifes, and runs two thoufand Miles before it 
falls into the Sea, below Buenos Ayres^ its 
Mouth being little fhort of fixty Leagues 
broad. By the Help of this noble River, 
there is a quick and ftraight Paflage from Po^ 
toji to Buenos Ayres^ and a good Road thither 
alfo by Land, though thefe Cities are diftant 
five hundred Leagues from each other, an im- 
menfeTrad of Tenitory, all faid to be under 
the Dominion of the King of Spain. As it 
would take up much Room to defcribe thefe 
inland Countries, and to mention the feveral 
Eftablifliments made by the Spaniards for 
the Sake of fecuring a Communication be- 
tween the feveral Provinces of Peru^ Los 
Cbarcas^ Chili and Tucuman^ with the City of 
Buenos Apres^ 1 (hall content myfclf with 
giving an Account of this laft mentioned 
Place, which is, on many Accounts, one of 

the 
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the moft important Settlements \vhich the 
Spaniards have in the Weft Indies. 

The City of Buenos Ayres is feated on the 
South Side of the River of P/^/^, about fixty 
Miles above the Mouth thereof, the oppoGte 
Shore of the River belonging to the Portu^ 
gueze. It lies in 35® S. L, and is fuppofed to 
receive its Name from the Excellence of its 
Climate, which is indeed indifputable^ there 
being few Places on the Globe comparable 
therewith, in point of Plcafantncfs of Situ- 
ation, or Fertility of Soil. The City is built 
on the Side of a Hill, at the Mouth of a 
little River which falls there into the Rio de 
la Plata. It confifts of about four thoufand 
Houfes (if Coreal^ from whom we take this 
Particular, was not miftakcn in his Compu- 
tation) built for the moft Part of Earth, tho' 
feme Perfons of Diftindlion live in Brick 
Buildings, There is a Fort, and fome other 
Fortifications, with a Garrifon, but, if we 
may truft the Writer laft mentioned, a Na- 
tive of Spain^ zealoufly affefted to his pre- • 
fent Catholick Majefly, and who rcfidcd in 
this Place fix Months, very ill provided. 

The Importance of Buenos Ayres confifts 
chiefly in its convenient Situation for Com- 
mercci indeed for fuch a Commerce as no 
Port in the Spanijlj Weft Indies can boaft of 
the like. Hither come, even from the moft 
diftaat Provinces in the Spanifts Empire, the 
moft valuable Commodities in order to be 
S exchanged 
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exchanged for European Goods; fuch as 
Vigognia Wooll from Pcru^ Copper from Co- 
quimbo^ Gold from Cbiliy and Silver from 
Fotofu From the Towns of Corientes, and 
Paraguay^ the former two hundred and fifty, 
the latter live hundred Leagues from Buenos 
jiyres^ there are brought thither Tobacco ex- 
tremely valuable, Sugar, Cotton Thread,, 
Yellow Wax, and Cotton Cloth, moft of 
which is ufed at Buenos y^yres, rnd in its 
Neighbourhood, by the Slaves and other Do- 
mefticks, being cheaper, and anfwering their 
Purpofefull as well as either JFrencb or Dutch 
Linen. Thefe are the Merchandize of the 
Town of Corientes. As for the Trade of 
Paraguay^ it confifts almoft intirely in the 
Herb fo called, which in thefe Countries is of 
prodigious Value. The Ufe made of it is to 
compofe a certain Draught, Infufion, or Tea, 
which recovers fuch as work in the Mines 
from thofc grievous Cholicks and intolerable 
Diforders in the Stomach, caufed by the Ex- 
halations in fuch Places. The Herb of Pa^ 
raguay is of two forts, Camini, and Terva 
con paloSf one efteemed of twice the Value of 
the other ; but it is ufually mixed as Congo 
and Pekoe Tea with us. Thofe who go 
, to Paraguay to buy it, are obliged to ft ay 
two Years before they return. The firft Crop 
being always befpoke, and in a manner abfo- 
lutely difpofed of, fo that thefe Traders muft 
content themfelves with making the beft 
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Bargain they can for the next, in order to 
which, Prefcnts to the Governor, and many 
other Articles of that Sort are ncccflary. The 
Amount of this Trade is at lead a Million 
of Pieces of Eight per Annum^ all paid for 
in Goods, thofc who have the Government 
o( Paraguay fufFering no Money to pafs there. 
Thcfe Goods are Knives, Sciflars, Ribbands, 
TafFaties, Silk Stockings, Englijh Bays, Hats 
of all Sorts, and coarfe Cloth from ^lito. 
All thefe Merchandizes are carried through^ 
this vaft Extent of Country in litde Waggons; 
though between Buenos Ayres and Corientes 
there are not Icfs than fifteen or fixtcen great 
Rivers, in paffing which the Cattle are made 
to fwim, and the Goods are pafled over on 
Floats made by taking the Waggons to 
pieces. 

The Merchants do not bring any more of 
thefe valuable Commodities to Buenos Ay res 
than are abfolutely neceflary for the Supply 
of the Inhabitants, but fend them to the 
Town of Santa F/, in order to avoid double 
Carriage, and double Duties. Thence they 
tranfport the Herb of Paraguay to Potofi^ 
partly in Waggons, and partly on Mules : 
This they do at all times of the Year with 
eaual Facility ; and though it be a journey 
ot five hundred Leagues, yet they common- 
ly perform it in a Month, They difpofe of . 
the Herb of Paraguay for ready Money, and 
generally gain upon it Cent, per Cent, having 

S 2 , fometimcs 
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^fometixnes made three hundred per Cent, of 
^thc Goods by which they purchafcd it in Ex- 
: change, Tne Journey to Chili is much more 
. troublefome, though not above fifty Leagues 
" farther, bccaufe the Paflage through the Moun- 
tains, which divide that Country from the 
' inland Parts of America^ is paflable only 

* from December to March. As far as the 
! Town of Mendofa^ which is three hundred 
^ Leagues from Buenos Ayres^ the Goods are 
' carried in Waggons drawn by Oxen, thence 
5 they are tranfportcd on the Backs of Mules 
^ to St. y ago de Chili. The Fafs in the Moun- 

• tains is about fixty Leagues in Length, and 
^ takes up commonly fix or feven Days. What 
' makes it the more troublefome, is the Ne- 
' ceflity which the Merchants find thcmfclves 
' under of carrying Provifions for themfelvcs, 

and Forage for their Mules, as well as their 
' Goods ; but from St. Jago to the Mines the 

Way is altogether eafy and pleafant. 

I The Commerce between Buenos Ayres and 

Peru is chiefly for the Sale of Cattle, and of 

Mules; fuch as are concerned in the former, 

go firft to the Governor, and afk his Leave 

to drive a Herd of Cattle into Peru^ which is 

never refufed, if the Petition be backed by a 

Prefent of fome thoufand Pieces of Eight. 

The next thing to be done is taking thirty or 

forty thoufand wild Cows out of the King's 

Pafturcs, which is performed by Perfons who 

apply themfclves to that Bufincfs for their 

Livelihood, 
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Livelihood, and who deliver thcfc Creatures 
at about three Pieces of Eight per Head. At 
this Rate thirty thoufand Cattle may come to 
about a hundred thoufand Pieces of Eighty 
and at Market they fetch about two hundred 
and fifty thoufand. The Commerce in Mules^ 
is carried on in quite a different Manner, for 
the Merchants of Peru and Patofi fend Fac- 
tors annually to Buenos Ayres for this Pur- 
pofe. The firfl Step with them is obtaining 
the Governor's Licence, by the Help of a 
very confiderable Prefent. They next ad- 
drefs themfelves not only to the Inhabitants 
of Buenos AyreSy but to all fuch as have 
Farms in the Neighbourhood, and enter into 
Agreements with each, fpecifying the Times 
when, and the Number of Beafls that (hall 
be delivered to them. At the appointed Time 
they receive thefe Mules, and mark them 
with a hot' Iron on the Shoulders, being 
thenceforward to be maintained at their 
Expence. Thefc Creatures coft them be- 
tween two and three Pieces of Eight each, 
and arc driven by pretty quick Journics to 
Salta^ which is about two thirds of the Way 
to Poto^. There they winter, and arc fatted 
with all imaginable Care. When they are 
in full Flefh, they carry them to P^/g/f, where 
they are fold for feven, eight or nine Pieces of 
Eight per Head 5 but fuch as are carried into 
Peru^ Of farther, fetch forty or fifty Pieces 
of Eight at leafl, and fometimes much more. 

S3 The 
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The Trade carried on between Buenos 
jiyres ^nd Europe ought to be only by the 
Rcgiftcr-Ships from Spain^ and the Jfjiento 
Ship, fcnt by the Soutb-Sea Company from 
England I but befides thcfe they are faid to 
carry on a great contraband Commerce; in 
refpeft to which,, as I have no authentick 
Memoirs, I do not think it proper for mc to* 
treat of it. When I fay this, I would be. 
undcrftood only of the contraband Trade to 
Spain and England ; for there is a third Sort 
of illicit Commerce to which I can very well 
fpcak. This is carried on with the Portu^ 
gueze^ who, as I obfervcd before, poflefs the 
oppofite Shore of the Rio de la Plata. Thence 
they take Occafion to fend from time to time 
little Veflels laden not only with their own 
Commodities, but with fuch as they receive 
from Europe ; and. this in Spite of all the 
Oire the Spanifi Governor can or at leaft will 
take s for it is Intereft governs every thing in 
the Indies : I willi it was in my Povi^er to 
fay that its Influence was felt only there. 

From this Account of Buenos Ay res it 
appears, how well Governor Pulleyn's Projedt 
lately publiflied under the Title of, A Pro^ 
pofalfor humbling Spain, was grounded, and 
to what excellent Purpofcs it might be car- 
ried into Execution." By taking this Place 
alone, or even by making a good Settlement 
in its Neighbourhood, we fliould have the 
Spaniards at our Mercy, 

BOOK 
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BOOK IIL 

C H A p. I. 

Of the Tirade between Spain and the Weft 
Indies. 

IT has been always the ruling Maxim in 
the Spanijh Councils to prcfcrve by all 
means pofliblc the Commerce with the Wefi 
Indies^ not only to the SpaniJIj Nation, but 
to the Crown of Spain. On this Principle 
they reftrained, with great Pun^fluality, all 
Strangers from paffing into their American 
Dominions ; and though there have been for- 
merly fomc Inftances of Foreigners paffing 
through the Spanijh Settlements, and even 
refiding in them, yet they are fo rare, and 
attended with fuch extraordinary Circum- 
fiances, that inflead of admiring that fuch 
things have happened, we ought rather to 
wonder that they have not happened more 
frequently, confidering the flrong Paffion that 
Strangers have always had forpenetrating un- 
known Countries, efpecially fuch Countries 
as Mexico and Peru^ rich in themfclves, and 
reprefcntcd much richer than they were. It 
is true, that of late Years the Spaniards have 
found themfelves in fome manner obliged to 
relax in this Pointy efpecially during the long 
S 4 Controvcrly 
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Reception. In the Harbour oi Cartbagena 
they remain a Month, and land there all the 
Goods dcfigned for the Audience of the 7i?r- 
ra Fir ma. Then they fail to Porto Bello^ 
where they continue during the Fair, which 
lads five or fix Weeks ; and having landed 
the Merchandize intended for PerUy and re- 
ceived the Treafure and rich Commodities 
fent from thence on board, they fail again to 
Cartbagena, where they remain till they re- 
turn to Spain, which is ufually within the 
Space of two Years. When they have Or- 
ders to return, they fail firft to the Havana^ 
and having there joined the Flota, and what 
other Ships are returning to Europe, they 
fleer through the Gulph of Florida, and fo 
to the Height of Carolina, where meeting 
with the Weftern Winds, they fhape their 
Courfc then for the Azores. They take in 
frefh Water and Provifions at Terfera, and 
thence continue their Voyage to Cadiz. 

The Flota confifts, as well as the Galleons, 
of a certain Number of Men of War, and of 
a certain Number of Merchants Ships. The 
former are feldom more than three, /a Capi^ 
tana, la Admirante, and la Patacba. The 
latter arc ufually about fixteen, in Burthen 
between five hundred and a thoufand Tons. 
This Fleet fails about the Month of yi///^*///?, 
that by the Favour of the Winds which reign 
about November, they may the more eafily 
purfue their Voyage to la Vera Cruz. In 

their 
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their Paflagc they call at Puerto Rico, to 
take in frefh Water and Provifions, then 
pafs in Sight of Ht/paniola, Jamaica, and 
Cuta ; and; according to the Seafon of the 
Year, and the Nature of the Winds, pafs ci- 
ther by the Coaft of Jucatan, or higher thro* 
the Gulph, to la Vera Cruz, which lies at 
the bottom of it. The Run of this Fleet, 
according to the Courfc we have mentioned, 
hath been thus computed. From Cadiz to 
the Canaries, two hundred and fifty Leagues 
in about ten Days j to the Antilles eight hun- 
dred Leagues in twenty Days j to the moft 
Weftern Point of the Ifle of Cuba, five hun- 
dred Leagues in twenty Days \ to Vera Cruz, 
two hundred and fixty Leagues in twelve 
Days, or thereabouts; in all eighteen hun- 
dred and ten Leagues in about fixty-twoDays. 
As the Flota is defigned to furnifh not only 
Mexico, but the Philippine JJlands alfo, as 
we have before remarked in fpeaking of the 
Trade of Acapulco, with European Goods, 
they are obliged to remain there for a confi- 
derable Space; and, when it isneceflary, they 
winter in that Port. The Cargo with which 
they return, is not fo rich as that of the Gal-, 
Icons ; but fome Writers fay, that it increafes 
annually in its Value, which muft be owing! 
to the Progrefs made in fettling what the Spa-^ 
niards call the Kingdom of l^cw Mexico. 

It is ufuallyin the Month oi May that the 
Flota leaves La Vera Cruz, though feme- 
times 
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Controvcrfy about the Spanijh Succcffion, 
ivhen they laboured under a Ncceffity of be- 
ing protefted by thp French l^lcets. But z% 
fbon as Philip V. was acknowledged by the 
Maritime Powers for King of Spain^ they 
returned immediately to their old Notions, 
and Orders were difpatched to the Weft In^ 
dies to compel the French^ who were fettled 
there, to return into Europe^ and to break off 
all Commerce with them for the future, which 
in the South Seas at leaft were punftually 
obeyed. Thus we fee that the lawful Com- 
merce between Europe and Spanijh America 
is intirely in the Hands of the Spaniards^ and 
abfolutely fubjcdl to the Diredion of the 
Crown. 

The Method in which this Trade is car- 
ried on is well enough known in general, but 
few enter far enough into its Particulars. In 
crder to give as diftinft an Account of this 
Matter as poffible, we fliall fpeak of the Gal- 
leons, the Flota, the Flotilla, Regifter-Ships, 
and Guarda Coftas ; and when we have done 
this, the Reader will perfedly comprehend the 
: Myflery of the Spanijh Policy in this Point. 
' A Galleon is, properly fpeaking, a very 
large Man of War, of three or four Decks, 
built in a Manner now altogether out of Fa- 
fliion, except in Spain ; and the Reafon why 
it is flill ufed there, is, that it affords a great 
deal of Room for Merchandize, with which 
the King's Ships are generally fo much crowd- 
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ed, as to be in no Condition of defending 
themfelves. That Fleet which wc call the 
Galleons, confifts of eight fuch Men of War. 
Of thefc there are three very large ones, ftyU 
cd la Capitana, la Admirante, and // G^- 
wrno 5 two others which are lefs, la Pata^ 
fha, and la Margarita, each of fifty Guns; 
and an Advice Frigate of forty. The Mcr- 
chant-mcn which fail with this Fleet, and 
purchafe their Licences at a very high F^ate, 
are in Number from twelve to fixteen, and 
in Burthen at leaft a third Part bigger than is 
cxpreffed in their refpedtive Schedulas. Thcfe 
Ships are intended to carry all that is necef- 
fary, either of Warlike Stores, or Merchan- 
dize for Peru: and this is the fpccific DifFc- 
rencc between this Fleet and the Flota, which 
is intended for Mexico. In Time of Peace, 
the Galleons fail regularly once a Year from 
Cadiz, at no fet time, but according to the 
King's Pleafure, and the Convenience of the 
Merchants. From Cadiz the Galleons ftecr 
diredly for the Canaries, where, if the Flo- 
ta fails with them, as itfometimes does, they 
anchor together in the Haven of Gomera. 
Thence they bear away for the Antilles^ and 
when they arrive at that Height, the Flota 
feparates, and the Galleons bear away for 
Cartbagena. As foon as they double Cape 
4e la Vela, and appear before the Mouth of 
Rio de la Hacba, Advice is. fent to all Parts, 
|hat every thing may be got ready for their 

Reception. 
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times it is detained in that Harbour till Au^ 
guji. Then the Ships that compofe it, fail for 
the Havana I ioT though the .Galleons and 
the Flota feldom leave Spain^ yet they gene- 
rally return, together. As foon as they arc 
fafely arrived in the Havana^ they detach a 
few of the lighted and cleaneft Ships to £«- 
rope^ who, befides Money and Merchandize, 
carry alfo an exaft Account of the Contents 
both of the Galleons and Flota. Thefe Ships 
are called by the Spaniards^ with Propriety 
enough, the Flotilla^ i. e. the Little Fleet. 
The principal Reafon of fending them in this 
Manner into Spaing is to give the Court of 
Madrid an Opportunity of judging what 
Convoy ;nay be ncccflary, in cafe of any Al- 
teration of Affairs, to be fent to efcort the 
Grand Fleet, as alfo to regulate the Indulto 
which may be levied on the Merchants in 
proportion to their Intereft in the Galleons 
and Flota. But the Reader may poffibly in- 
cline to enquire what obliges this great Fleet 
to remain fo long at the Havana ? to which 
two Caufcs may be affigned, viz. waiting for 
a Wind, or for the Regiftcr-Ships which 
they are to convoy home. 

A Regifter - Shijp is fo called, from its 
being regiftcrcd with all the EfFedls em- 
barked in Spain^ in the Books kept for 
that Purpofe in the Chamber of Seville. As 
this general Account will not probably appear 
fatisfadlory, I fhall endeavour to ftate the 
Matter more fully, A Company of Mer-. 
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chants having, as they conceive, juft Grounds 
to imagine ^at European Goods are greatly 
wanted at fome particular Ports in the fTeJl 
Indies^ they draw up a Memorial or Petition, 
containing thefe Reafons in the cleared and 
concifeft Terms, and lay it before the Coun- 
cil of the Indies. The Prayer of this Petition 
is, That they may have Leave to fend a Ship 
of three Hundred Tons Burthen, or under, to 
the Port they mention. When Leave is ob- 
tained, they pay a certain Sum to the Crown, 
which is generally between thirty and fifty 
thoufand Pieces of Eight, befidcs Prefents, 
and thofe no fmall ones, to the King's Offi- 
cers, from the greateft to the leaft. That 
this however may not induce any Sufpicion of 
Fraud, they regifter their Ship and Cargo, 
that it may appear confiftent with their Peti- 
tion and Licence, and yet (fuch a Fatality 
there attends on all Cuftom-houfe Cautions) 
this Ship of under three hundred Tons gene- 
rally carries upwards of fix hundred Ton of 
Goods, and affords Accommodation for Paf^ 
fengers befides. Copies from the Regifter arc 
tranfinitted to the Governor and Royal Of- 
ficers at the Port, to which the Regifter-Ship , 
is bound ; and fuch is their Diligence, fuch 
their Integrity, that when the Ship comes 
to an Anchor in the Port, they make a very 
narrow Enquiry, and yet there is feldom or 
never any Fraud difcovered, but, on the 
contrary, this Ship of fix or feven hundred 

Ton 
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Ton returns into Europe with an authcntick 
Certificate from all the King of Spaing Offi- 
cers, that (he docs not carry quite three hun- 
dred, together with a Bill of Lading in the 
fame Strain of Computation, By thefe Re- 
gifter-Shipjs there is fometimcs a Gain of two, 
or three hundred /^r Cent, which enables the 
Owners to pay fo bountifully for cheating the 
King, having firft got the Money by robbing 
his Subjedls. 

Thefe Regiftcr-Ships go to Buenos Ayres^ 
Sfn Martha^ Porto Cavallo, and other Places, 
to which neither the Galleons nor Flota 
come; yet, generally fpeaking, they return 
with thofe Fleets, as they fomctimes go out 
with them, and fo leave them in a certain 
Latitude. The Spanip Grandees often inte- 
reft themfclves in procuring fuch Licences; 
and fomc People do not flick to fay that they 
find their Account in it. What furprizes me 
more, is the bold Declaration of a certain 
French Writer, that our AJfiento Company 
cnter'd readily into thefe Spanijh Cuftoms, 
and even out-did the Spaniards themfclves in 
a Craft which they had both ftudied and 
pradlifcd for many Years, and by making ex- 
traordinary Prefents to Governors, Com- 
ptrollers, Infpedlors, and other Spanip Offi- 
cers, they amply rewarded them for the Juf- 
tice they did their Mafter, and the Kindnefs 
(hewn by them to Strangers ; which no doubt 
were equally great. The Profits accruing by 

this 
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this Sort of Commerce making thofe concern- 
ed therein extravagantly rich in a fhort Space 
of Time, the Englijh and Dutch in the P^eji 
Indies^ who are known to be a fort of People 
quick in their Tempers, and not over nice in 
point of Manners, have always had a ftrong 
Dcfire to be dealing this Way without the 
Ceremony of a Licence; and for many Years 
they fucceeded to their Wifh, partly by the 
Connivance of Spani/h Governors, and part- 
ly by employing Force. At length this Evil 
grew fo flagrant, that the Court oi Spain de- 
termined to put an End to it, and, in order 
thereto, fent new Governors into America^ 
with very precife Orders on this Head, de- 
claring at the fame time, that they fliould be 
carried fully into Execution. 

Thefe Inftrudlions gave Rife to the Guarda 
Coftas, or Guard-Ships, which have fincc 
made fo much Noife in the World, and of 
which I think it necefTary to fpeak more par- 
ticularly. It cannot be denied that there was 
originally good Grounds for equipping them, 
(ince the Englijh in fome meafure, and the 
Dutch more openly, began to carry on an 
illicit Trade by Force. The Dutch Veflcis 
were from twenty to thirty-fix Gurts, and 
therefore valued nothing the Governor of 
Carthagena could do, to prevent their tra- 
ding on his Coaft; but when the Guard- 
Ships were llationed here, they for fome time 
put an End to the Evil % for, falling in with 

fome 
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fomc of thcfe Intcrlopcts, they funk one, and( 
took two, the Cargoes of which were worth 
upwards of a hundred thoufand Pounds ; nay 
finding on board them Qxt^^n Spanijh Mer- 
chants, who on a fignal given were come off 
to trade, they hanged them all without Mer- 
cy. So far all was right, for, without que- 
flion, thefe Smuglers not only prejudiced the 
King of Spairiy but even the fair Traders of 
their own Nations, by the clandeftine Com- 
merce they carried on, as the Reader will ea- 
fily apprehend, after perufing our next Chap- 
ter. The Captains of thefe Guard-Ships 
however foon altered their Condudl, and in- 
ftead of taking contraband Traders, infefted 
the Englip Commerce, and took without 
Diftinftion all they were able, at firft under 
very frivolous Pretences, and at laft without 
any Pretence at all. As the Governors reap* 
cd a confiderable Profit from the Prizes thefe 
Privateers, or rather Pirates, brought into 
their Ports, they were ready to fend deceitful 
Accounts to the Court of Madrid^ which 
produced that Spirit of Obftinacy, whereby 
they drew on themfelves the prefcnt War, 
which, as it is certainly juft and ncceflary, 
will, I doubt not, end fuccefsfully and gla* 
rioufly in Refpedt to the Adminiftration by 
whom it is conduced, as well as the Admi^ 
rals and other Officers who have the Honour 
to command His Majefty's Forces and Fleets. 
Whenever this fliall happen, thefe Guard* 
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Ships muft be put under new Regulation, 
and all Captures examined by a mixed Tri«» 
bunal of Englijh as well as Spanijh Judges j 
' and if in fpitc of all Ex'pedients this haughty 
and ill judging Nation, who have often in- 
trigued themfclvcs into ill Circumftances, and 
fought away fine Provinces, which they 
might have kept by doing Juftice, fhould be 
mad enough to provoke us again, there will 
need nothing but fending an Admiral of the 
Name of VERNON, into the IVeJi In^ 
dies, to bring them to their Wits. The Lec- 
tures he has read at Porto Bello, and Car* 
tbagena, have, I dare fay, made fuch deep 
Impreflions on their Memories, that, as in a 
Century they will (carce be able to repair 
the Ruins he has left, fo in Icfs Time they 
will hardly forget, that the fime Nation pro- 
duced VERNON and BLAKE; and 
may poflibly chadife them by a third Com- 
mander of equal Valour, and Icfs Clemency. 
But I forbear infulting a beaten, though 
boafting Enemy, and return from their pi- 
ratical Guarda Ccflas, to fpeak of their fnik- 
ing Trade, and to (hew how it comes to 
pafs, that with the richcft Territories the 
Spanijlj Monarch is one of tl>e poorcft, as 
well as prbudcft Princes In Chriftendom. A 
Paradox I (hall not find it di£cult to ex- 
plain. 

Previous to this, it will be neceflliry to 

give the Reader a (hort View of the true 
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Value of the Money and EfFcdks annually re- 
turned to Spain from her American Domi- 
nions. That this cannot be doneexadly, the 
judicious Reader will eafily believe ; but that 
it may be gucflcd nearly, he may without 
Trouble apprehend, efpecially when we tell 
him, that the Computation which follows, 
was found among the Papers of a French Mi- 
ll ifter, who had the Superintendency of the 
French Commerce to the South Seas during 
the War. 

He dates the Account thus : 



Pieces of Eight 



4,000,000 



^30,000,000 



In Gold, of which the Galleons' 

bring home between two andv 

three Millions, and theFlota,( 

generally, about one. 
In Silver, by the Galleons, from^ 

eighteen to twenty Millions, { 

by the Flota, from ten toi 

twelve. 
In precious Stones. By the Gal-*" 

leons in Pearls two hundred 

thoufand ; in Emeralds, three 

hundred thoufand ; in Bezo- 

ars, Turkoiks, Amathifts,Gfr. ^ 600,000 

thirty thoufand 5 and of late, 

by the Flota, fome Turkoi- 

fes which may render the A- 

mount of this Article, j. 



In 
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In Figognia Wooll, by the Gal-p 

Icons, fifty thoufand, by thc> 50,000 

Flota none. ^ 

^dnquina^ by the Galleons, o 

twenty thouiand J bytheFlo-> 40,000 

ta as much. y 

In Raw Hides, by the Galleons,'? 

feventy thoufand, by the> 140,000 

Flota as much. 3 

By Hides from Buenos Ayres in 7 

aRegiftcr.Ship. ' J 200,000 

In Logwood, by the Galleons,) 

lixty thoufand, by the Flota?* 60,000 

none. \ 

In Cochineal by the Flota andl , 

Regifter-Ships. j 1,000,000 

In Indigo about 200,000 

In Sugars, Tobacco, and other? 

Drugs, about i 2,000,000 

■ ■ ■ m 

38,290,000 



CHAP. II. 

Of the Means by which Spain is drained of 
the EffeSts brought from the Indies. 

TH E R E is nothing more common than 
to hear Spain compared to a Sieve, 
which, whatever it receives, is never the fuller. 
How common foever the Comparifon may 
T 2 be. 
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be, moft certainly it is a very true one ; but 
the Means by which all this immenfc Wealth, 
or at leaft the far greateft Part of it is drawn 
from the Spaniards^ and conveyed to other 
Nations, and in what Proportions, is neither 
fo well, nor fo generally underftood. To 
account for this (hall be our prefent Talk ; 
not that we have much Hopes of doing it 
cxaftly, but that we are defirous to provoke 
fome better Pen to fupply our Omiflions 5 
and, by ftriking the Outlines for the prefent, 
afford the World fuch a Likenefs, as may in- 
vite an abler and better inftrudled Painter to 
finifli the Piece. Befidcs, what we have to 
fay of Spain^ may poflibly fuit fome other 
Nation j and there is a great Pleafure in fta- 
ting to the Publick intricate and important 
Truths in fuch a Light, as may render them 
bearable. This is an Age in which Flattery 
and Calumny fo much abound, that few 
Writers know how to mention our own Af- 
fairs in Terms acceptable to all Parties. But, 
with refpedt to the Spaniards^ we may cer- 
tainly fay what we pleafe, and be fure of an 
attentive Hearing. 

If after the Difcdvery of the new World, 
as the 5/^77/ jr^/ juftly enough called it, the 
Government had encouraged Trade or Manu- 
fafturics, there is great Probability that the 
fiipremc Dlredion of the Affairs of Europe 
would have fallen into the Hands of the Ca- 
tholick Kings. For, if all the Subjefts of 

Spain, 
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Spain^ without Reftraint, had traded to thefe 
nr diftant Regions, this mud have created 
fuch a maritime Force, as no other Nation 
could have withflood : Or, fuppofing the 
Trade had been retrained as it is at prefent, 
yet, if Manufadures had been encouraged, fo 
as that the greateft Part of the Trade of the 
Wejl Indies had been driven without having 
Recourfc to Foreigners, fuch prodigious Sums 
of Money muft have reded in Spain^ as 
would have enabled its Monarchs to have given 
Law to all their Neighbours. But, by neg- 
leding thefe obvious, and yet certain Rules 
for eftabli(hing folid and extenfive at lead, if 
not univerfal Dominion, her Kings had Re- 
courfc to thofe Refinements in Policy, which, 
however excellent they may fcem in Theory, 
have never yet been found to anfwer in Prac- 
tice. They were for fixing their Commerce 
by Condraint, and for edablidiing Power by 
the Sword j the fird. Experience has diewn 
to be impracticable, and the latter, perhaps, 
was the only Method whereby they could 
have miflfed that End they ufed it to obtain. 
In fliort, by repeated Endeavours to fecure 
the Wealth of the Indies to Spain abfolute- 
ly, they fcattered it throughout Europe^ and, 
by openly grafping at univerfal Monarchy, 
they alarmed thofc they might have fubdued ; 
fo that in Procefs of time, fome of thofc ihcy 
intended for Slaves, became their Equals and 
Allies, and fome their Maders. , 

T 3 Yet 
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Yet the Princes that took thefc Steps were 
not either rafh and hafty, or voluptuous and 
profufe, but, on the contrary, wereefteerticd 
by all the World the wifeft Monarchs of 
their refpciftive Times, and, in many Things 
defervcd to be fo cfteemed. They erred, not 
through Want of Capacity, or Want of Ap- 
plication, as their Succeffors did, but for want 
of confidcring Things in a right Light, oc- 
cafioned purely by their fixing their Eyes on 
that dazling Meteor, univerfal Empire. JF^r- 
dinand the Catholick, in whofe Reign Co- 
Itimbus difcovered America^ was a Prince in 
the Flower of his Age, too wife for all he 
had to deal with ; and, in the Decline of his 
Age, he proved too wife for himfelf. Liv- 
ing, he by his Arts deftroyed his Neigh- 
bours ; and, if the bed Hiftorians may be 
believed, his Death was the Confcquence of 
his own Arts. Inftcad of confiding in Co-- 
liimbus^ who, of all Men living, bed deferved 
his Confidence, he, by an unaccountable 
Stroke of Policy, inclined to truft any other 
Man in the Management of the new found. 
World, merely becaufe Columbus found it. 
We have fhewn in the firfl Book how by 
thcle Projects he broke that worthy Admiral's 
Heart, and prejudiced his own Afi^airs, Charles 
the V'^, who fucceeded him, minded little 
any of the Spanipo Concerns, farther than he 
could render them (ubfervient to his other 
Views 5 of which there cannot be a ftronger 

Inflance, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SPANISH AMERICA. 295 

Inftance^ than his granting a whole Province 
in South America to the Citizens, of AugS'- 
burgh in Germany. Philip II. was fo much 
taken up in endeavouring to reduce the Ne^ 
therlands, inflave Italy, conquer England, 
over-run France, and in annexing Portugal 
to his Dominions, that he never confidered 
his Subjedls in the Spanijh America farther, 
than, as they enabled him by Supplies of Mo- 
ney to carry on thefe his vaft Dcfigns. 

From what has been faid it is evident, that 
however wife, however penetrating thefe 
Princes might be, they certainly overfliot 
themfelvcs in their Schemes concerning the 
Wejlern Indies. Inftead of looking upon it 
as an Eilate, they feem'd to think it only a 
Farm, of which they were to make prefcnt- 
ly the mod they could. In doing this, it muft 
be owned, they afted with Skill and Vigour, 
for they drew immenfe Sums from thence, 
which they wafted in Europe todifturb others, 
and in the End to deftroy their own State. 
Mr. Lewis Roberts, Author of the Map of\ 
Commerce, an excellent Book for the Time 
in which it was written, tells us, that it ap- 
peared by the Records in the Cuftom-houfc 
of Seville, that in the Space of fcventy-four 
Years, computing backwards from the Time 
in which he wrote, the Kings of Spain had 
drawn, into that Country from America, two 
hundred and fixty Millions of Gold, which 
make about ninety-one Millions Sterling. He 
T 4 alio . 
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alfo obfcrvcs, that this very Prince, Philip II. 
of whom wc have been fpcaking, fpent more 
in his Reign than all his Predcccflbrs in the 
whole of their relpcdive Reigns 5 tho' no lefs 
than 62 Kings had i;cigncd before him. Yet 
this cunning, this ambitious Monarch left his 
Subjedls in a Manner quite exhauftcd, and, 
by cftablifliing a moft pernicious Syftem of 
Politicks, left the total Ruining of his Do- 
minions by Way of Legacy to his Succeflbrs, 
ft Point which with wonderful Obftinacy 
they have purfued ever fince. 

All who are in any degree acquainted with 
the Hiftory of Europe know, that for a long 
Courfe of Years Spain maintained Wars in 
Flanders^ Germany^ ltal)\ and fomctimes in 
Ireland^ which created a prodigious Expencc 
of Trcafure and of Troops 5 neither of which, 
from the Death of Charles Y. they were in 
any Condition to fpare. As Families were 
reduced by the Expence of ferving in the 
Army, they vi^ere inclined to feek new For- 
tunes in the If^ejt Indies : and thus Numbers 
went over thither, not to cultivate the Coun- 
try, or to improve Trade, but to ftrip and 
plunder thofe who were there before them, 
OtbtT great Families again concurred with 
the Mcaiuresof the Crown, in hopes of Vice- 
royalties, and other valuable Offices in its 
Conquefts: but if ever their Schemes were 
bcncticial to their Fan^ilies, which may ad- 
mit of Doubt, certain it is that they contri- 
buted 
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buted more and more to the Ruin of the 
Spanijh Nation. For, though his Catholick 
Majcfty once poflcfled Naples^ Sicily^ Sardi^ 
nia^ Milan^ with other Territories in Italy^ 
befides all the Low Countries, andfome other 
Provinces which are now loft ; yet, for want, 
of attending to- Commerce, and by having 
no fort of Oeconomy, all this turned to his 
Prejudice ; and it plainly appeared towards 
the Clofe of the laft Century, that with all 
their boaftcd Sagacity and Firmnefs, the Spa^ 
niards iiad ruined thcmfclvcs by acquiring too 
great Power, and rendered themfclvcs Beg- 
gars by mifufing their immenfe Riches. 
With (welling Titles and wide Dominions, 
they were defpicably weak, and fcarce any 
but Copper Money was to be feen in a Coun- 
try, which received above twenty Millions 
annually from its Plantations. 

Before I quit this Topick, I muft take 
Notice of another Thing, which is certainly 
very extraordinary. This wrong Turn in the 
Spanip Policy had a wonderful EfFed; it 
made all the Enemies of that Nation rich, 
and all its Friends poor. Every body knows 
that the United Provinces not only made them- 
felves free and independent^ but rich and 
powerful alfo, by their long War with Spain. 
Our Maritime Power was owing to the fame 
Caufe. If Philip II. had not difturbed Queen 
Elizabeth^ our Fleet might have been as in- 
confiderable at the Clofc of her Reign as it 
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\vas at the Beginning, when wc were pcftcr* 
cd with Pirates even in the narrow Seas. Our 
Plantations abroad were in a great meafure 
owing to Expeditions againft the Spaniard. 
Our Manufadures at home were the Confc- 
qucncc of affording Refuge to the King of 
Spaiii% Proteftant Subjeds. When Queen 
Rlizabeth\ Succeffor clofed with Spain^ he 
fuffered by it, while France^ the only Coun- 
try then at War with Spain^ was a Gainer. 
I fay nothing of Cromwell's Breach with 
Spain^ and the Advantages he drew from it, 
becaufe the World feems well enough appri- 
zed of all I could fay on that Subjedl already; 
but I cannot help obferving, that both the 
Dutch and We were at vaft Expences after 
the Reftoration, to preferve the Spanip Flan^ 
ders^ while the Spaniards thcmfelves were 
inactive, and left all to be done by their Allies. 
As foon as the Tables were turned, by the 
Acceflion of King Philip V. the French be- 
came great Lofcrs by fiding with thisNatioji, 
though they had always got by fighting a- 
gainft them, infomuch that all the true Pa- 
triots in F/-//;ir^ complained, that \v\i\\Q Lewis 
the Fourteenth fliewed himfelf an excellent 
Parent in his Family, he difcharg'd but in- 
differently his Truft, as the Father of his 
People. But to what End fliould 1 look a- 
broad, when it is plain from our own Situ- 
atiqn, that wc were never Friends with her, 
but at our Coft, and never Foes but at her's. 

By 
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By fo long a Series of Mifmanagement the 
Spaniards have brought their Affairs into fo 
wretched a Situation, that they neither have, 
nor can have any very great Benefit from 
their vaft Dominions in America. They arc 
faid to be Stewards for the reft of Europe ; 
their Galleons bring the Silver into Spain^ 
but neither Wifdom nor Power can keep it 
there ; it runs out as faft as it comes in, nay, 
and fafter j infomuch that the little Canton of 
Bern is really richer, and has more Credit, 
than the King of Spain^ notwithftanding his 
Indies. At firft Sight this fcems to be ftrangc 
and incredible ; but when we come to exa- 
mine it, the Myftery is by no means impe- 
netrable. The Silver and rich Commodities 
which come from the Indies come not for 
nothing (the King's Duties excepted) and 
very little of the Goods or Manufaftures for 
which they come, belong to the Subjeds of 
the Crown of Spain. It is evident, there- 
fore, that the Spanijl) Merchants arc but Fa- 
ctors, and that the greateft Part of the Re- 
turns from the Weji Indies belong to thofc 
for whom they negotiate. Let us next en- 
quire who tlicy are, and what their Shares 
may be. 

The Goods and Manufactures ufually fcnt 
to the Provinces of the Spanijl> America^ arc 
Gold and Silver Stuffs, Silks of all Sorts, as 
well Stockings and Gloves, as Piece Goods; 
Woollen Mariufadures of all Kinds, Linens, 

Laces 
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Laces and Thread, Hats, and all other Ma* 
iiufa£bures of Felt; Spices, Drugs, Colours 
for Painters, Materials for Dying; all Sorts 
of Perfumes, Green and White Wax, Ha- 
bcrdaflicrs Ware, Toys of all Kinds, Copper, 
Brafs, and Iron Goods, Rufjia and other Kinds 
of drefled Leather j Paper for Writing, Print- 
ing, and Packing; Playing Cards, Malts, Rig- 
ging, Pitch, Tar, Cordage, Gfr. Pipe Staves, 
Veflels for Wine, Oil, and other Liquors; and 
almoft all Sorts of Domeftick Utcnfils; with 
various Kinds of Provifion. Bcfidcs, the 
Spanijb Settlements muft be fupplicd with 
Negroes, which is a prodigious Article. Our 
South Sea Company ftipulated to furnifh at 
leaft four thoufand eight hundred every Year. 
It is plain that of all thefe Articles the Spa^ 
niards themfclvcs can furnifli little or nothing. 
It is true, they may fend Wines, Oils, Olives, 
and fomcfort of Sweetmeats, which are liked 
in the Indies ; but then the Value of thefe 
Commodities is inconfiderable, when com- 
pared with the reft of the Cargoes which they 
fend out. The prime Coft of thefe Goods 
amounts to a vaft Sum, and the Profits upon 
ihem to a greater. The very Probity of the 
Spanijh Merchants is deftrudtive to their 
Country; for, as they are never known to 
betray their Truft, confequently the Foreign- 
ers who make ufe of their Names to cover 
their Commerce in the Indies ^ reap the 
intirc Advantage of the high Price at which 
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their Goods fell. All then that refts in Spain 
is the Silver and Gold on the King's Account, 
the Profit upon fuch Goods as were adually 
fent by Spanip^ Merchants, and the Coro- 
miflions which Spanijh Faftors receive ; all 
beiides is prefently drawn away. 

The French^ Englijh^ Dutcb^ and fbmc 
other Nations in the North, fupply the Spa^ 
niards with the neceflary Affortments for 
thtwlVeJl /wi//i Cargoes : we (hall fay feme- 
thing of what is furnifhed by each. The 
French^ fince the Succeflion of King Philips 
have a very large Share in this Commerce, 
fupplying all forts of Gold and Silver Stuffs^ 
rich Silks, Velvets, flowered and plain ; Hats, 
Silk and Worfted Stockings, Slight Woollen 
Stuffs of the Fabrick of Amiens and Reims i 
but chiefly of Lile and Arras 5 vaft Quan- 
tities of Linen, Paper, Cards, Toys, and 
many other Things. It is impoflible to gucfe 
nearly at the Value of what they furnifti ; 
but we may form fome fort of Idea of it, 
from the Article of Linens, which a Pcrfon, 
well acquainted with their Trade, computed 
at three hundred thoufand Pounds Sterling 
at lead. During the laft general War, al- 
xnoft the Whole of this Commerce was in 
the Hands of the French^ which in a great 
meafure enabled them to fupport it They 
managed it however very injudicioufly, glut- 
ting the Markets with European Commodi- 
ties to fuch a Degree, that for three or four 

Years 
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Years before the Peace they were Lofcrs. Ex- 
perience, however, has made them wifer 
iince ; and if we eftimate their Gains at three 
Millions, it cannot bethought too much. 

The Dutch, for about twenty Years be- 
fore the breaking out of the laft War, mana- 
ged the beft Part of the Spanijh Trade, that 
is to fay, they fupplied alone what is now 
furniflicd both by them and the French. They 
have ftill, however, at Icaft as great a Share 
as any other Nation, and fome think abetter. 
The Commodities they fend are Spices, fuch 
as Nutmegs, Cloves, and efpccially Cinna- 
mon, of which vaft Quantities are ufed in 
making Chocolate in America. Linens of 
all Sorts, Callicoes, Ribbands, Silk Twift, 
Cloths, Serges, Camblets, Shalloons, Slight 
Silks, German Toys, Hemp, Tar, Pitch, 
Copper, and Iron Ware, dried Fifli, (sfr. 
Linen and Woollen, however, are the two 
great Articles, the latter efpecially, contrary 
to the common Opinion, at leaft. in this 
Country, where it is fuppofcd, that our moft 
formidable Enemies in this Trade are the 
French. It is, however, a thing pretty cer- 
tain, that our Goods are fuperior in Value to 
the Dutch Manufadlurcs ; but the Traders of 
this Country afford better Pennyworths, and 
have befides an Art of fcruing themfelves in- 
to the Confidence of the Spaniards, beyond 
what other People can pretend t , infomuch, 
that fmce the Peace of Utrecht^ they have in 

fomc 
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fome meafure beat out the French even in 
Gold and Silver Lacej though thefe have al- 
ways been efteemed the prime French Manu- 
factures. On the whole, the beft Judges are 
of Opinion, that the Dutch draw annually 
out of the EfFefts imported froni the Spani/b 
Weft Indies^ at leaft five Millions of Pieces of 
Eight ; and when Spain is at War with us, 
much more. 

The Goods fupplied by the Engli/b are 
Pepper, all forts of Woollen Goods, cfpeci- 
ally Bays, Perpetuanas, Flannels, &c. Hats 
of all Sorts, fine and coarfe. Silk and Wor- 
fled Stockings, feveral Sorts of rich Silks ; 
Copper, Brafs, andiron Ware 5 Toys, Clocks, 
Watches in vaft Quantities, dried Fifh, Salt 
Provifions from Ireland j with other Itfs con- . 
fiderable Articles, which, taken altogether, 
amount to a vafl Sum, befides what was an- 
nually fcnt diredtly to the Indies in the South 
Sea Ship, and the Negroe Trade, which is of 
mighty Confequence. To balance this, it 
muft be allowed that we took a large Quantity 
of their Produce; yet the Balance in our 
Favour is generally efteemed to have been 
between four and five Millions. Add to 
this, what the Spaniards receive from other 
Parts of Europe ; and it may well be reckon- 
ed at two Millions more : fo that in the 
whole not lefs than fifteen Millions in every 
fuch Cargo from America may be reckon- 
ed to belong to Strangers, on account of their 

Intercft 
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Intcrcft in the Goods exported thithen But, 
bcfidcs all this, we muft confidcr that Spain 
itfelf hath great Wants, much beyond what 
its native Commodities will purchafej and 
thefe muft of confequence create farther De- 
mands on the EfFcdls brought from the fVeJl 
Indies : fo that on the whole there are good 
Grounds to fuppofe that between twenty and 
, twenty.five Millions are conftantly taken ei- 
ther in Money or EfFedts, out of what the 
Spaniards receive, which clearly explains the 
Intercft that other Nations have in preferving 
to her all that (he pofTeffes in the new World. 
As long as the Court of 5/:>/7/;/ peffifts in 
this Kind of Policy, her Affairs muft grow 
worfe and worfe; and while (lie vainly fan- 
cies that flie aggrandizes herfelf by difturbing 
the Peace of Europe^ (lie will abfolutely beg- 
gar her Subjeds, and, in the Courfe of a few 
Years, will be obliged to abandon, through 
Poverty, the Places (he undoes herfelf to con- 
quer. We may poflibly be miftaken in the 
foregoing Computations j but, if we are, it 
is very probably on the Right Side ; but fup- 
pofe it other wife ; fuppofe that 15 Millions 
of Pieces of Eight reft in that Country after 
all Accounts are balanced. Out of thefe, the 
Civil and Military Expences of the Govern- 
ment are to be paid, large Sums to be fent 
Don Carlos, and abundance of coftly Intrigues 
to be carried on in Germany and other Places. 
Thefe Expences, and indeed all Expences in 

Spain^ 
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Spain^ differ from the Expcnces of any other 
Court in Europe^ becaufe fooncr or later the 
greateft Part of the Money difburfcd goes out 
of the Kingdom. A great Part of their 
Troops, and at leaft a Moiety of their Offi- 
cers, are Foreigners, who fend their EfFefts 
away, if ever they are fo happy as to have 
any. The greateft Part of the Artlzans, Ped- 
lars, and fmall Shop-keepers, are Frcncbmch 
or Italians^ who either retire in the Decline 
of Life, or leave what they are worth to Re- 
lations in their own Country. Nay, the 
very Labourers and Harvcft-People come thi- 
ther annually by thoufands out of the Pro- 
vinces of France next to Spain i and when 
they have done their Bufinefs, and received 
their Wages, go home again till the next Year. 
Whenever the Galleons arc ftopt, and there- 
by the Supplies from America cut off for one 
or more Years, it is eafy to difcern what 
Troubles and Diftreffes this muft occafion, 
and what irremediable Evils fuch Difappoint- 
ments bring along with them ; for, as thefe 
never fall out but in time of War, an Increafe 
of Expencc meets with a Deficiency of Funds, 
and thofe who are at the Head of Affairs 
have at once both thefe oppofite Mifchiefs to 
deal with. 

When thefe Things are thoroughly con- 
fidered, no body can wonder at the Advices 
we receive from Spain^ or conceive wliat is 
related in them to be incredible. Ufider fuch a 

U Govern- 
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Government the meaner People muft ne- 
ceflarily want Bread, the better Sort, fcarcc 
have more in their Power, Money will be 
very feldom fcen, the Publick muft be always 
diftreflcd, and equally in Want of Cafh and 
of Credit. It is impoflible then that a J5r/- 
tip Adminiftration (hould be at all afraid of , 
fuch a defpicable Enemy ; nay, if France 
(hould, in her prcfcnt Circumftances, join 
with her, the War muft be fatal to both ; we 
may command the Trade, and confcquently 
the Wealth of the Spanijh Wejl India : and 
whoever attentively weighs this, will certain- 
ly fall into my Sentiments, that how loud 
foever the French may bark, they will never 
attempt to bite, for fear of beating out their 
Teeth, 

CHAP. III. 

Of the Contraband T'rade carried on by the 
Spaniards in the Weft Indies. 

TH E Methods taken by his moft Ca- 
tholick Majefty for efFedtually fecuring . 
the Commerce of his American Dominions 
to the Inhabitants of Old Spain^ is the grand 
Source of the little Refpeft paid him in the 
Indies^ and of the great Weaknefs of his Go- 
vernment at home. The Inhabitants of the 
Spanijh America confider Gold and Silver as 
Commodities, which they have, and would 
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IvUlingly barter for fome other Commoditiesi 
Which they have not, and which would be 
more ufeful to them than large Heaps of ei- 
ther of thofe Metals. It fcems therefore to 
thefe People a great Hardfliip, that cither 
proper Care is not taken to f urnifh them with 
what they want from Spain, or that they 
fhould not be allowed to fupply thcmfelves 
fome other Way. The Native Spaniards, 
who have the Government of the Indies in- 
tirely in their Hands, treat fuch Complaints 
with the Haughtinefs natural to that Nation, 
which renders them univerfally odious and 
infupportable. Men, whatever Climates they 
dwell in, of whatfoever Complexions they be, 
have the fame Inclinations, and the fame 
Refentments, if once you trefpafs on their 
natural Rights ; and this all Governors ought 
to coniidcr, becaufc both their Glory, and 
their Safety depend upon it. Yet fo little is 
this a 5/^;7//7^ Viceroy's Concern, that Sir John 
' Narborrough tells us the Soldiers in Garrifon 
at Baldivia had Silver hilted Swords, and 
their Officers Gold ones j and yet there was 
not a whole Coat, or a good Pair of Shoes 
amongft the Corps. 

When Folks are in fuch a Situation, there 
needs be no Wonder at their endeavouring to 
carry on a clandeftine Trade, as, on the other 
hand, one cannot think it ftrange that their 
Neighbours, who live under better Govern- 
ments, who have at cheap Rates all that thefe 
U 2 Spaniards 
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Spaniards want, and yet fbnd in need of the 
Silver and Gold with which they aboundi 
fhould be very willing to commence fuch an 
Intcrcourfc as might take away all their Wants. 
Sometimes Governors have winked at thi^, 
not from a Principle of Avarice only, that 
they might (hare in the Profits refulting from "^i 
fuch a Trade, but alio from a Senfe of the 
Ncceflity of difpenfing with Laws fo ill exe- 
jcutcd as to defcrve no Refpeft. For, to be 
fure, that Rule of Juftice, which conneds the 
Spanijh Plantations to Spain^ requires that 
the Government of Spain (hould have a re- 
ciprocal Regard for thofe Plantations; and a 
Negleft on one Part infers a Licence on the 
other. Upon this Principle it was, that be- 
fore the Treaty of Utrecht^ and the AJJtento 
Contract, the Englip at Jamaica furnifhed 
the Spaniards at Porto ,Bello with Negroes, 
with the Knowledge at leaft, if not by the 
Permiflion of the Governors. The Inhabi- 
tants of Peru never could be without Slaves* 
The Government of Old Spain never could, 
indeed never attempted to fupply them, but 
permitted fometimes the Genoefe^ fometimes 
the French to carry on this Trade ; and when 
they did not do it eflfeftually, the Deficiency 
was made good by fuch a Commerce as 1 be- 
fore mentioned with the Englijhy though 
without any formal Licence, but by a Con- 
nivance, the lefs criminal for its being abfo- 
lutcly neceflary. 

The 
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^ The Situation of the Ifland of Jamaica^ 
together with the Convenicncies of building 
and freighting Sloops from thence, engaged 
the Inhabitants in this, and in other Branches 
of Traffick. Such as fettle themfelves in thefe 
diftant Parts of the World, do it generally 
from a Spirit of getting, and therefore the 
grand Point with them is always how to get 
moft. They therefore for a long Tra<ft of 
Time, and by various Methods, not neceffary 
to be infifted on here, fuppHed the Spaniards 
at Carthagena^ Porto Bello^ Rio de la Ha^ 
cba^ and other Places with European Com- 
modities of all Sorts, notwithftanding the 
mighty Hazard they ran in the Manage- 
ment of fo dangerous a Bufinefs, their own 
Lives, and thofe of their Cuftomers, being 
alike expofed, and frequently forfeited to 
what the Spaniards call Juftice. They like- 
wife carried on a Trade with the Indians q£ 
Darien^ to their great Profit, but with eiqual 
• Rifque, for the Spaniards were wont to fliew 
no Mercy either to EngUfi or Indians that 
fell into their Hands ; which is fo much the 
harder, fince the latter never were their Sub- 
jefts, nor ever will have any Intcrcourfe with 
them. By degrees the Gains by this Com- 
merce tempted fo many Pcrfons to be con- 
cerned in it, and the Ships made ufe of were 
fo well manned, and of fuch Force, that the 
Spaniards grew Icfs timorous than formerly ; 
fo that at lafl the Commerce by the Galleons 
U 3 was 
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. A^vas greatly afFcdled j for, knowing where to 
buy Goods cheaper, the Merchants would 
not give the Prices ufually denianded at the 
Fairs of Cartbagena znd Porto Bello: and 
this, as I have faid, gave Rife to the Guarda 
Coftas. Some, however, who pretend to be 
%vell acquainted with thelc Parts of the World, ^ 
fay pofitively, that thisclandeftine Trade was 
carried on in fpite of thofe Ships, and even 
by the Connivance of the Governors, who, 
while they made Prize of fair Traders, pro- 
teded Smugglers : If fo, their Proceedings 
were indeed extremely flagrant ; nor is it al- 
together incredible, Thirft of Money being 
the predominant Paflion in all Spanijfo Of- 
ficers. 

It fecms, however, to be our Interefl: to 
put an End to this contraband Trade, if 
thereby we could fecureeffcdually theFriend- 
fliip of iS/>/z/;7, and a due Return of Kind- 
nefs in what regards the Trade of Cadiz, 
and of the South Sea Company. There is 
a certain Proportion of our Goods and Ma- 
nufactures neceflary to the Inhabitants of the 
Spanijh America^ and which they will have 
fome Way or other. Now it is certainly 
preferable in refpedl to us, that they fhould 
have them in a fair, than in a clandeftine 
Manner ; yet we ought not to be more tied 
up in this Refpedt than the Dutch^ who have 
•as flourirting a fair Trade with Spain as we, 
and yet arc much the greater Smugglers of 

the 
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the two } which leads us to fpeak of their 
Manner of carrying on this Trade, which . 
turns fo largely to their Profit. 

The Hollanders^ in 1632, diipoflefled the 
Spaniards of three little Iflands off the Coaft 
of Venezuela^ viz. Curafao^ Bonnairy\ and 
Aruba. Altogether they are of very little 
Confcquence in refpedl either to their Extent 
or their Produft, and vet the Dutch draw 
from them an immenfe Profit. Curasao is 
the ncarcft to the Continent, and therefore 
well fortified, and thoroughly peopled, tho* 
its Soil does not afiford fo much as will fubfifl: 
its Inhabitants for one Day; but they are 
conftantly furniflicd with Provifions from the 
other two Iflands, which in truth are good 
for little elfe. As this Ifland is not above fe- 
ven Leagues diftant from the Spanijh Coaft, a 
more convenient Station cannot be wiflied 
for carrying on a clandeftine Trade. It was 
fir ft introduced by the Sale of Negroes brought 
thither by the Dutch from their numerous 
Settlements on the Coaft of Guinea. Thcfe 
the Spaniards formerly bought in a Manner 
openly, and have tranfported in their own 
Veflels fifteen hundred at a Time j but fincc 
the EngUJI^ from Jamaica have interfered in 
this Trade, it is funk very confiderably j tho' 
they ftill fupply the neighbouring Provinces, 
and reap a great Profit thereby, becaufe no 
body underftands the Management of thisBu- 
finefs better than they do, can bring Slaves at a 
U 4 cheaper 
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cheaper Rate, or vend them at a higher Price. 
Some Writers have aflcrted, that in its moft 
flouriniing Condition the Slave-trade alone 
drew from the Spaniards a Million of Pieces 
of Eight per Annum. 

The Dealers at Curagao^ and their Corre- 
fpondcnts in Holland^ were too knowing, too 
converfant inBufinefs to let the Declenfion of 
the Slave-trade rob them of the Benefit of 
this Ifland. In order to replace what was 
loft by the Englip^ interfering with them, 
they built vaft Magazines, and ftored them 
with all Sorts of European Goods, which had 
a very good Effedt. In the firft Place it pre- 
fervcd to them the Remainder of their Slave- 
Tradc \ for the Spaniards knowing that this 
of all others was moft winked at by their Go- 
vernors, rcfolvcd to keep up a Pretence of 
buying Slaves, in order to have an Opportu- 
nity of purchafing other Things. Secondly, 
it tempted the Spaniards to run all Hazards, 
that they might, at a reafonable Price, obtain 
any Sort oi European Merchandize they want- 
ed, and that too whenever they pleafed. It 
is incredible what vaft Sums have been an- 
nually traded for in this Way. Befides, the 
Inhabitants of Caragao^ to keep up a good 
Corrcfporidence with their Neighbours, and, 
as fiir as poflible to fix their AfFedlions, refu- 
fcd to fuffef any Privateers to enter their Ports, 
nor would upon any Terms purchafe their 
Plunder, which at the fame time was pub- 

lickly 
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lickly fold m Jamaiea, where the Privateers 
ofually fpcnt their Money. This Spirit of 
Self-Denial, however, did not hinder the 
Traders of Curasao from direiflii^ the Priva- 
teers to put into the Ifland of St. ^homas^ 
whither they inftantly fent Sloops with Mo- 
ney and Agents on board them to purchafe 
what the Privateers had to fell, taking Care 
to fend the Effects as foon as poflible to Eu-^ 
rope^ that the Spaniards might have no In- 
telligence of this Contrivance. 

It has been before obferved, that in refpcdl 
to this clandefline Commerce it was chiefly 
carried on by the Spaniards themfclvcs, who 
ran all Hazards, came in Perfon to the Ifland, 
and carried away whatever they bought in 
their own Ships. In Proccfs of time, how- 
ever, fome Merchants dcvifed another Way 
of carrying on the fame kind of Commerce, 
by Ships fent diredlly from Europe on the 
Spanip Coafl:s. Thcfe Veflels were of fuch 
Force, that thofe on board them fliood in no 
Fear of any Precautions the Governors could 
take ; and, on the other hand, as their Car- 
goes paflcd immediately from their original 
Owners to the Spaniards^ they could be af- 
forded confiderably cheaper than fuch as were 
configned to Factors in America. The Me- 
thod of trading was by a Signal from the 
Ships, or from the Shore. The Long-Boat 
\^s then fent off well manned, brought the 
IVierchants on board with their Money, and 
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carried them back with their Goods. Thci 
Reader has been already told, with what 
Obftinacy one of thcfe Ships was defended a- 
gainft two Guarda Coftas, and' to fay the 
Truth, thofe on board them chufc rather to 
iink than be taken ; a very extraordinary kind 
of Courage; for which, however, it is not 
impoflible to account ; and as it may be ufc- 
ful as well as pleafant, I think it not amifs to 
enter into the Particulars thereof. 

At the Time one of thefe Ships is fitting 
out. Notice is given to all Sailors, that they 
may have an Opportunity of entering, which 
they do with great Alacrity, there being, ge- 
nerally fpcaking, twice as many who offer 
themfclves as can be made ufe of. When 
the Proprietors have their Compliment of 
picked Seamen, they not only allow every 
Man his proper Cargo, to a certain Value, 
but alfo furnifh it themfclves on Credit at 
prime Coft. By this means every private 
Man on board becomes a Proprietor, and, if 
the Ship is attacked, fights for his own Pro- 
perty, which is the Reafonthat he will drown 
rather than part with it, and is one Caufe 
why Guarda Coflas are not over fond of 
meeting with thcfe Veffels, but choofe rather 
to prey on fair Traders, who have fewer Men, 
and are of lefs Force. The Scheme I have 
mentioned is certainly a right one, though in 
a wrong Caufe. The only Way to fupport 
the Spirits, and fix the Affeilions of ordinary 
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People, js to confult their Intereft ; and tfaofe 
who imagine that Juftice, Honour, or any 
thing clfe will anfwer the fame End, with- 
out a due Regard to this, muil not expedfc 
much Pity when they find their Miftake. So 
true in all Senfes is that divine Maxim, ^hae 
the Children of this World are wijer in their 
Generation than the Children of Light. 

But to return once more to our Subjeft. 

The little Ifland of St. Thomas, which 
lies in the North Seas^ahout fourteen Leagues 
oflF Porto Rico, is the fole Colony poflcfTed 
by the Danes in the fFeJl Indies ; nor would 
it be worth the keeping, but as it fcrves to 
maintain an illicit Trade with the Spanijh 
Iflands in its Neighbourhood. We may form 
fomc Idea of the vaft Advantages flowing 
from this contraband 05mmcrce, from this 
very Particular, cfpecially if weconfidcr that 
the Hamburghers have likcwife a Fadory in 
this little Ifle purely on the fame Score. In 
order to maintain this Corrcfpondence, they 
tranfport from the Danijlr Colonies in Afri-^ 
ca a confiderable Number of Slaves for the 
Supply of Porto Rico, and fomctimes of the 
Spanijh Part of the Ifland of St. Domingo. 
Under Colour of this Trade, a Commerce in 
European Goods is carried on ; and we may 
cafily difcern how hard the Spaniards are 
put to it for the NeccflTaries, or at leaft the 
Conveniencies of Life, when we find them 
trading to a Place which is a free Port to 

Privateers 
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Privateers and Pirates of all Nations, who 
there vend openly, and in the very Sight of 
the Spaniards^ what they have taken from 
them in the bafefl and mod barbarous Man- 
ner poflible J and yet fo tame are they, that 
they not only bear this with Patience, but 
Tvill even purchafe Commodities from thcfc 
very Buccaneers. Of late Years other Na- 
tions have made an Advantage of this free 
Port, and keep Warehoufes there of all forts 
of Commodities, for the Service of fuch Cu- 
ilomers as will run the Hazard of coming at 
them ; and in time of War the Privateers ne- 
ver want a Market in this Place. 

The Partugueze at Rio Janeiro entertain 
alfo a very beneficial Correfpondence with 
their SpaniJJji Neighbours, The Goods with 
which they fupply them, are Sugars, Indigo, 
Tobacco, Wines, Brandies, and Rums, with 
fome European Goods, and foiiietimcs Slaves. 
The Inhabitants of this Colony are far more 
induftrious than the reft of the Br^;?;// Plant- 
ers ; and this gives them an Opportunity of 
gaining confiderably by the Inhabitants of 
Buenos Ayres^ and other Places on the River 
of Plate. Of late Years the Spaniards are 
grown exccflively jealous of this Colony, 
and, when the late Difputes happened be- 
tween the Crowns of Portugal and Spain^ 
both Parties were preparing to have aded 
vigoroufly on this Side, and nothing could 
have hindered them but their mutual Appre- 

henfions 
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benfioDS of becoming thereby a more eafy 
Prey to Strangers* They are the more jea- 
lous of this, becaufe confcious of their own 
Wcaknefs j and yet one may (afcly fay they 
are more fufpiciousthan they need ; and this 
for fevcral Reafons. For, firft, few foreign 
States have either an exadl Information of the 
State and Importance of thefe Colonies, or 
any Difpofition to make Difcoveries or Con- 
quers at fuch a Diftance. Secondly, The 
Thing itfelf is not fo eafy asthemfclvcsbehcve 
it ; for Strangers, when they land on thefe 
Coafls, may well enough take and burn 
Towns; but they would find it extremely dif- 
ficult to keep tnem, as well on Account of 
their Want of Experience, as of their being 
fubjedt to epidemical Diilempers, which carry 
them oflffuddenly in great Numbers. Third- 
ly, The Weaknefs of the Spaniards is, pro- 
perly fpeaking, the Wcaknefs of their Go- 
vernment. There wants not People, there 
wants not a Capacity of Defence, if the Go- 
vernors, and other Royal Officers, were not 
wanting in their Duty, and did not thereby 
fet fo ill an Example as corrupts and effemi- 
nates all who are fubjedl to them, 

Befides thefe Methods of trading, which 
we have hitherto fpoken of, there is another 
common to all Nations; with the Mention 
of which we (hall conclude. Ships frequent- 
ly approach the Spani/h Coafls under Pre- 
tence of wanting Water, Wood, Provifions, 
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[Or more commonly, in order to flop a Leak. 
fThe firft Thing that is done in fuch a Cafe, is 
jto give Notice to the Governor of their great 
I Diftrcfs, and, as a full Proof thereof, to fend 
|.a very confiderablc Prefent. By this Means 
[Leave is obtained to come on Shore, to eredl^ 
J a Warehoufc, and to unlade the Ship; but 
5 then all this is performed under the Eye of 
] the King's Officers, and the Goods are regu- 
\ larly enter'd in a Regifter as they are brought 
\ into the Warehoufe, which when full is fliut 
j up, and the Doors fealed. All thefe Precau- 
j tions taken, the Bufinefs is efFedually carried 
on in the Night by a Back-door, and the 
I European Goods being taken out. Indigo, 
J Cochineal, Vinellos, Tobacco, and above all 
Bars of Silver and JPieces of Eight are very 
cxaftly packed in the fame Cafes, and placed 
as they flood before. But then, that fuch as 
have bought may be able to fell publickly, a 
new Scheme takes Place. A Petition is pre- 
fentcd to the Governor, fctting forth the 
Stranger's Want of Money to pay for Provi- 
fions, building the Warehoufe, Timber for 
Tcpairing the Ship, and a proportionable' 
Number of fuch like Items ; in Confidera- 
tion of all which. Leave is defired to difpofe 
of fome fmall Part of their Cargo, in order 
to difcharge thefe Debts. This being obtain- 
ed in the ufual Manner, fomething of each 
fort of Goods which had been privately fold, 
is now publickly brought to Market, and 
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purchafed by thofc Pcrfons rcfpcdivcly who 
had larger C^antities in their Warehoufes be- 
fore. Thus the whole of this Scene of Ini- 
quity is tranfafled with all the formal Solem- 
nity which could attend an A£t of JuAice 
and Compaflion. 

We have now accompliflied all that we 
intended in this Work ; and, if in treating 
fo many Things in fo concife a Manner, wc 
have been guilty of any Omiflaons or Miftakes, 
they are fubmitted to theCenfureof the Read- 
er, who, it is to be hoped, will be the lefs 
fevere, when he reflects on the Difficulty of 
the Task, and on the great Variety of curious 
and entertaining Particulars which are here 
drawn together. It would have been cafy to 
have extended this Performance to a much 
greater Length, but as the faving Time and 
Expence to the Perufer was next to the giving 
him a juft Idea of the Subjedt, our principal 
Aim, we flatter ourfelves that fmall Imper- 
fedlions will not deprive us of that Reward, 
which is deareft of all other to honell Men, 
the Approbation of the Publick, 
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TH E following Memoir fccmed to mo 
fo curious in itfelf, and to have fo near 
a Relation to the Subjedl of this Book, that I 
thought there could be nothing more agree- 
able to the Reader, or more confonant to my 
Defiga of giving a fiill Account of i\io Spanifij 
Settlements in the Wejl Indies^ than the add- 
ing it by Way of Supplement to this Work, 
The Author of it was a French Officer, who, 
in the Year 1708, was wrecked in the L *- 
trance of the River of Plat e^ and who re-- 
mained for fome time in the Country which 
he defcribes. He drew up this Memoir at 
the Inftance of a French Statefman, who in- 
tended to have tranfmitted it to the Court of 
Spainy but dying foon after, this, with fome 
other Papers relative to the Spanip Wejl In^- 
dies^ came into private Hands, which is the 
Rcafon that many Copies of it are extant, 
act only in France^ bui lacre, and in Holland. 

*A/ 
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Memoir concerning the Settlements of tbi 
Jefuits in Paraguay; 

IT is a Liberty generally taken by, as wdl 
as afcribcd to Travellers, that they paint 
pretty ftrongly, and take a Pleafurc in reprc-' 
fenting Things a little beyond the Truth, as 
if thereby they meant to indemnify thcmfclves 
for the Dangers run, and the Fatigues by 
them endured. It is very probable that I 
might have fallen into this Error myfelf, if I 
had written for the View of the Publick; 
but, addrefling myfelf to a Perfon of fo illu- ■ 
ftrious a Rank, and at the fame time of fuch 
diftinguiflied Abilities, I (hall be very careful 
to advance nothing, of the Truth of which I 
am not thoroughly convinc'd; neither fliall I 
prefumc to add any Refleftions, but content 
myfelf with barely ftating Matters of Faft 
with as great Exadnefs as I am able ; being 
thoroughly, fenfiblc that you want to be in- 
formed as to fuch Things only as you have 
not fcen, without needing any Helps, in dif- 
covering the Lights that may be drawn front 
them. 

It has been the Misfortune of thcChriftian 
Church in America for this laft Century, and 

* This is the Addrcfe in the Original. 
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perhaps longer, that except the Jcfuits, nei- 
Priefts nor Monks have taken any Pains cither 
to convert the Indians by their preaching, or 
'to influence them by the Regularity of their 
Conduft. The natural Conlequence of this hath 
; been, the throwing intircly into the Hands of 
ih^ycfuits an Aftair of the laft Importance, viz. 
the propagating the Faith amongfl the Indi- 
ans^ for which it muft be allowed, that they 
have (hewn themfelves extremely well quali* 
iied; of which more convincing Evidence 
cannot be had, than the Progrefs they have 
made in thefe their Miflions. This of Pa- 
raguay^ concerning which I have undertaken 
to write, is by far the moft confiderable, and, 
if attentively confidered, will appear almofl 
as remarkable an Event asP/2;^2r>(?*sConqucft 
of Peru f or Mendoza^s fubduing C/ji/i. 

The Country, under the Government of 
the Fathers, lies about two hundred Leagues 
South of Brazil^ about the fame Diftancc 
from the Province of Buenos Ayres^ one hun- 
dred and fourfcorc Leagues from Tucuman^ 
and about a hundred Leagues from the Pro- 
vince of Paraguay. The Country, which is 
of vaft Extent, is as pleafant and as fruitful 
as can be defircd, watered with Variety of 
Rivers, and pleafant Streams, abounding with 
Timber and with Fru it-Trees, producing A- 
bundance of Cotton, Indigo, Sugar, Pimento, 
Ipecacuana, and other Drugs of great Value. 

The 
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The Plains arc full of Horfcs, Mules, black 
Cattle, and Herds of Sheep ; the Mountains 
contain vaft Treafures of Gold and Silver j 
of which, however, the Fathers fecm to have 
no Dcfirc, fince, for ought the World knows, 
not one of thcfe Mines hath ever been open'd 
or wrought. 

Originally fome forty or fifty Families of 
Indians having (hewn a Propenfity to be in- 
ftruded in the Chriftian Religion, fome Jc- 
fuits went amongfl them, accompliflied that 
defirable Work, and the Peace and Happi- 
ncfs in which thcfe People lived after their 
Convcrfion, had fuch an EflFc6l upon their 
Neighbonrs,that by degrees the Mi flion fpread, 
till it attained its prcfcnt Extent, which com- 
prehends at leaft three hundred thcufand Fa- 
milies, who are in all Things fubj^(Sl to the 
Fathers, and who revere them as much as it 
is poflible to reverence Mortals. 

Thcfe Indians are divided into forty-two 
Pariflies, all on the Banks of the River Para- 
guay^ and none above ten Leagues Diftancc 
from another. In each Parilh there is a Je- 
fuit, who is fupremc in all Caufes, as well 
Civil as Ecclefiaftick, and from whofc De* 
cifion there lies no Appeal. By him their 
Caciques, or chief Officers, are nominated, 
as alfo arc the inferior ones ; and even their 
military Commanders receive their Orders 
from him. Nothing can be better contrived 
than the Regulations under which they live ; 

X 2 every 
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every Family hath its Proportion of Land 
and Labour, of Plenty and of Reft. Induftry 
is common to all, yet Wealth is attained by 
none ; the Produdl of their Harveft is carried 
Into the Magazines of the Society, whence 
the Fathers difpenfe whatever to them ap- 
pears ncceflary, to every Family according to 
Its Degree. The Surplus, which muft be 
very confiderablc, tl;e moft judicious Spani^ 
crdi at Buenos Ayres conceive it little fliort 
of four Millions of Pieces of Eight />^r An^ 
pum^ is fent either to Cordova^ or Santa JFV, 
there being at each Place a Procurator-Gene- 
ral, who takes Care of what belongs to the 
Society, and, as Occafion offers, tranfports 
their Wealth into Europe. 

It is impoflible to imagine any thing in the 
Indies more regular or more magnificent than 
their Parifli-Churches. They are capacious, 
well built, and moft magnificently furni(hfed ; 
Gilding and Paintings ftrike the Eye on every 
Side, and all the facred Utcnfils are Gold 
and Silver ; nay, in many of them they are 
adorned with Emeralds and other precious . 
Stones, Divine Service is celebrated with 
the moft folemn Splendor. On one Side of 
the high Altar are Tribunes for the Civil 
Magiftrate?, on the other Side are like Con- 
venicnqies for military Officers : as to the Fa- 
ther himfclf, his Bufinefs is to officiate, which 
he does tvyice a- Day with the utmoft Gra- 
vity/ Their Mufick, both Vocal and In- 

ftrument?' 
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ilrumental, is far from being contemptible; 
the People having naturally a Gcrtius for 
that Science, which the Fathers have takca 
care to cultivate. 

The Dwelling, or rather Palace of this 
fpiritual Prince, is like the Church, a thing 
extremely grand for the Country in which 
we find it. It confifts of various Apartments, 
fuited to the various Fundions performed by 
its Mafter. In the Morning, after having 
performed his private Devotions, he gives 
Audience to fuch as have any publick Bufi- 
nefs with him. About Noon he hears Con- 
feffions, in which he is very exaa, that being 
the principal Pillar on which his Sovereignty 
refts. In the Afternoon he walks abroad, 
gives Dire6tions, infpcfts the publick and 
private Affairs of his Parifli; in the Evening 
he catechifes, explains the Principles of the 
Chriftian Religion, and difcourfes on moral 
Subjefts to fuch as attend him, by Rotation. 
In fome Part of his Conduft he is extremely 
modeft and praife- worthy, in others not a 
little lofty and afluming. To the firft I refer 
his fimple manner of Living, faring coarfely, 
fleeping moderately, and ufing few or no 
Diver fions, if we except fuch Recreations as 
he allows to his People, and efpccially to the 
Youth. I am led to accufe him of the latter 
by obferving the mighty Diftance at which he 
keeps his People, caufing even their Magi- 
strates to be correfted before him with Stripes, 

and 
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and allowing the bcft Man in the Parifli to 
kifs his Sleeve, as the very higheft Honour he 
is ever to hope for* I might add, deftroying 

> all Notions of Property j for, except the Fa- 
ther himfclf, there is no body poflefles any 
thing which he can call his own, nor dares 
he fo much as to kill a Duck or a Chicken 
who has bred them in his Yard. 

There is an annual Meeting of all the Fa- 
thers, who then confer on the Methods ne- 
ceflary to be taken for promoting the com- 
mon Concerns of the Miflion, for making 
new Laws, or abolifhing old ones, as the 

, Neceflity of Affairs may require. This is 
the fuprcme Council^ over which, for ought 
that appears, neither his Catholick Majefty 
nor the Pope himfclf has any Power. . The 
firft they have perfuaded, that all Intcrcourfc 
between the Indians and the Spaniards is 
dangerous to the Salvation of the former, and 
on this Pretence have obtained a Prohibition 
to the latter. As for the Holy Father, he is 
cither fo thoroughly fatisfied with the Condu<fl 
of the Jefuits, or is elfc fo little acquainted 
with it, that he never interferes therewith, 
but leaves all Things to be guided by the 
Order. To this Council, or Congregation, 
the Caciques are. accountable, and from them 
they receive fuch Orders as concern the Mif- 
fion in general; whereas, in Matters relating 
to their particular Pariflics, they arc intirely 
diredled by the prefiding Prieft. One great 
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Point ander Confideration. at each of thefb 
AiTemblieS) is preventing Strangers from hav« 
ing any Intelligence of the State of the Mif- 
fion ; another, the reftraining the Indians 
from learning the Spanijh Tongue, or apply- 
ing themfelves to any Studies, fave fuch as 
may render them ferviceable to the Society j 
amongft which they reckon Architedure, 
Painting, and Mufickj all which they are 
taught in every Parifh. 

The Military Eftabllftiment is very confi- 
derable; each Pari(h hath a confiderable Body 
of Horfe and Foot, exercifed duly, as the 
Swifs are, every Sunday Evening. Thefe 
Troops are divided into Regiments, confid- 
ing each of fix Companies, and every Com- 
pany of fifty Men. The Regiments of Ca* 
valry confift of the fame Number of Troops, 
that is, of fix ; but every Troop contains but 
forty Men. Thefe Regiments are regularly 
officered, and the whole Eftablifhment is faid 
to confifl of about fixty thoufand Men, under 
theComniand of feveral general Officers; but 
whenever any Body of thefe Forces takes the 
Field, one of the Holy Fathers always com- 
mands in chief; for it is a Maxim which they 
never depart from, not to permit their /;i- 
dians either in Peace or in War, to acknow- 
ledge any Authority but their own. This 
Indian Army is furprizingly well dilciplin'd, 
and know not only how to handle their IVIuf- 
ket and Bayonet, like European Troops; but 
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alfo how to ufc their Slings, out of which 
they throw Stones or Bullets of between foui* 
and five Pound Weight with prodigious Force 
\> and wonderful Dexterity. Thefe Forces, the 
Fathers pretend, are kept up to fecu re their 
Subjedls againft the Portuguezcy who were 
formerly wont to make Inroads upon them j 
but there is another. Ufe the Fathers make of 
their Troops, which fcems to be at leaft as 
much their Concern, and that is, fcowering 
the Country, to prevent either Spaniards or 
Strangers from coming privately into the 
Quarters of the Miflion. 

If, in fpite of all thefe Precautions, a Stran- 
ger irifinuates himfclf into their Territories^ 
the Father, into whofe Paridi he happens to 
come, fends for him immediately, takes him 
into his own Houfe, afligns him a handfomc 
Apartment, ufes him with all imaginable 
Refpe<5t, but affords him no Sort of Liberty, 
If, at his Requcft, the Father permits him to 
fee the Town, it is altogether in his Company j 
and the IndianSy having previous Notice, (hut 
up their Gates and their Windows, and keep 
as clofe as if they were afraid the Sight of a 
Stranger would give them the Plague. As 
foon as an Occafion offers for his embarking 
at Buenos Ayres^ he is fent thither under the 
Guard, of a Detachment of Indians^ not one 
of whom can fpeak a Syllable of any Euro^ 
pean Language: fo that it is fimply impof- 
. fiblc he (hould carry over vvitli him anymore 
V... than 
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than a fuperficial Account df the State of the 
Mifllon, fuch as this isj nor is every Tra- 
veller able to carry over fo much^ fince his 
Lights mufl depend upon the Humour 
of the Father, in whofe Territory, or ra- 
ther under whofe Cuftody he lives; fome 
being much more auftere than others. The 
Jefuit, with whom I fojourned, was a Na- 
tive of Toledo^ a Man fcemingly of a frank 
Difpofition in all Things of which he ac- 
counted it lawful to fpcak freely j yet, in all 
Matters relating to the Miflion. he was filent 
as the Grave, and, except himfclf, I faw no 
Pcrfon during my Stay in the Country, with 
whom I could exchange fo much as a fingle 
Word. The Indians, though of thcmfelves 
gentle and courteous, yet, in confequcnce of 
the Father*s Inftruftions, are fl)y of fo much 
as looking on an European, tho* they know 
not a Syllable that he fays. 

It is certain that in thefe Countries there 
arc many, and thofe very rich Mines both of 
Gold and Silver, that there are befidcs abun- 
dance of valuable Commodities, efpeciaily 
the Herb of Paraguay : Jo that if this was 
as much under the King of i^^/;^'s D(/mi- 
nion as the reft of his Provinces in America^ 
it would yield him a very fair Revenue. As 
it is, he draws very little, if any thing, from 
it ; nor are Things like to be in a better Con- 
dition. The Fathers ought, indeed, to pay 
him a Piece of Eight for every Head under 
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their Jurifdidion ; Which Capitation -Tatj 
thougn fmall in itfclf, would however. pro- 
duce a very large Sum. But thc)r have found 
two Ways to elude this 5 firft, by making a 
very confidcrable Prefent to the Governor of 
Buenos ytyres, they hinder him from vifiting 
the Miflion as he ought to do, once in five 
Years, which affords them an Opportunity of 
fixing the Tax at a Third of what it ought 
to be ; and even this they take Care not to 
pay 5 for, being obliged fometimcsto furnifh 
Detachments for the King's Service, during 
vrhich Time they receive Pay, they prevail on 
the Governors to certify thefc Detachments 
to be thrice as numerous as they are, and fo 
balance the Account. Alas ! what can be 
expcftcd in a Country where the King can 
neither rely on the Honour of his Officers, 
nor on the Faith of his Pricfls ! 
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